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The  Facts 


"We  may  enact  laws ;  we  may  appoint  commissions ; 
we  may  abuse  civic  administrations  for  their  handling 
of  the  problem;  but  the  problem  will  remain  just  as 
long  as  the  public  conscience  is  dead  to  the  issue  or  is 
indifferent  to  its  solution." — Report  of  Vice  Commis- 
sion of  Chicago  (ipii). 

''It  is  a  problem  of  the  ages,  but  it  confronts  us  with 
a  seriousness  it  never  bore  to  any  previous  generation. 
To  us  have  been  given  those  revelations  of  modern 
science  which  have  exposed  the  secret  sources  of  the 
hydra-headed  evil  that  fills  our  hospitals,  our  blind 
asylums,  our  insane  asyltims,  our  homes  for  incur- 
ables, our  reformatories,  our  prisons,  and  mocks  the 
work  of  philanthropy  and  ^loral  reform." — Report  of 
Henry  Berkowits,  of  the  Vice  Commission  of  Phila- 
delphia (ipij). 


THE  FACTS. 

The  Prostitute. — It  is  said  that  there  is  no  prostitution  in 
Newark.  It  is  true  that  there  are  practically  no  bawdy  houses. 
But  there  is  prostitution. 

The  principal  streets,  railroad  stations,  postoffice  and  other 
public  buildings,  many  places  of  amusement,  many  cafes  and 
backrooms  of  saloons  scattered  over  practically  the  entire  area 
of  the  city  are  frequented  by  prostitutes.  There  are  at  least 
400  of  these  women  who  ply  their  trade  in  Newark.  Many  of 
these  belong  to  the  city,  but  there  are  many  others  who  come 
and  go,  from  Harrison,  the  Oranges,  Paterson,  Elizabeth,  New 
York  and  many  other  nearby  towns  and  cities. 

Of  the  more  than  1,300  saloons  in  Newark,  the  investigators 
made  a  special  study  of  ninety-three.  They  found  sixty-four  of 
these  which  have  backrooms  where  prostitutes  were  found 
soliciting  or  frequenting  habitually.  The  indications-  appear  to 
show  that  these  women  are  paid  a  commission  upon  the  drinks 
they  induce  men  to  buy.  (See  report  of  Committee  on  Sources 
of  Supply.) 

Furnished  Rooms. — The  loss  of  the  bawdy  house  to  the 
vicious  is  in  part  made  up  by  the  development  of  a  large  number 
of  furnished  room  houses  into  assignation  houses,  in  which  pros- 
titution is  practised  both  with  and  without  the  consent  of  the 
landladies.  There  are  entire  areas,  in  certain  sections  of  the 
city,  in  which  practically  every  house  is  of  this  nature.  The 
same  conditions,  in  a  lesser  degree  exist  in  other  and  supposedly 
residential  sections  of  the  city.  In  some  apartment  houses,  also, 
prostitutes  maintain  their  residence  and  receive  particular 
friends.     (See  report  of  Committee  on  Furnished  Rooms.) 

Facts  brought  out  by  the  investigation  show  that  many  of 
the  burlesque  and  theatrical  troupes  are  a  menace  to  public 
morals  through  their  being  composed  largely  of  professional 
prostitutes  and  perverts  who  use  this  profession  as  a  vehicle  to 
ply  their  trade. 

The  "Charity"  Girl. — Constituting  an  even  graver  menace  is 
the  fact  that  there  are  in  Newark  an  unusually  large  number  of 
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girls  and  young  women  who  sin  sexually  in  return  only  for  the 
pleasures  given  or  the  company  of  the  men  with  whom  they 
consort.  This  title  of  "Charity"  girl  has  been  given  to  women 
of  this  class  by  the  professional  prostitute  as  a  term  of  derision. 

As  an  instance  of  the  prevalence  of  this  type  of  girl  the 
investigators  during  the  casual  process  of  their  survey,  and 
within  a  comparatively  short  period,  have  definitely  identified 
and  obtained  the  names,  histories  and  addresses  of  fifty-six. 

These  frequent  practically  the  same  places  as  those  in  which 
prostitutes  are  to  be  found  and  particularly  the  parks  and  sum- 
mer amusement  places. 

These  girls  are  dangerous  to  society  for  many  reasons. 
Principal  among  these  is  that  they  contaminate  other  girls,  who 
would  not  be  attracted  by  a  life  of  professional  prostitution,  with 
whom  they  work  in  factory  or  shop,  by  their  invitation  to  accom- 
pany them  to  the  cafes,  pleasure  places  or  on  automobile  rides, 
in  return  for  vvhich  they  lend  their  bodies. 

Their  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  effects  of  contact  with  men 
renders  them  infinitely  more  liable  than  the  professional  pros- 
titute to  spread  venereal  disease. 

AA^hile  very  many  of  these  continue  at  their  work  often  for 
quite  a  lengthy  period  during  the  beginning  of  their  degenera- 
tion, their  m.oral  fibre  becomes  eventually  so  warped  that  they 
almost  invariably  end  as  professional  prostitutes. 

The  investigation  has  brought  out  the  fact  that  a  large 
majority  of  these  girls  have  no  ethical  standards  and  believe  that 
they  have  as  good  a  right,  as  it  is  generally  supposed  men  have, 
to  lead  a  double  life ;  that  they  have  a  right  to  the  pleasure  they 
can  gain  from  their  bodies  if  they  can  do  so  without  exposure. 
The  investigation  indicates  that  this  spirit  is  growing  with 
alarming  rapidity. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  recent  estimates  show  that  there  are 
working  in  Newark  probably  10,000  young  women  who  are  practi- 
cally homeless  in  the  sense  that  they  occupy  furnished  rooms,  and 
are  peculiarly  liable  to  the  contamination  of  such  sophistry.  (See 
report  of  Committee  on  Sources  of  Supply.) 

Amusement  Places. — Surveys  made  during  the  month  of 
August,  1913,  discovered  that  the  lack  of  restraint,  lighting  and 
police  supervision,  in  and  about  the  parks  and  amusement  places 
of  the  city  and  its  environs,  directly  contributed  to  the  ruin  of 
probably  a   larger  number  of  girls  than   during  the  whole  re- 
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mainder  of  the  year.  Specific  evidence  was  obtained  of  the  con- 
nivance of  the  proprietors,  managers,  or  special  police,  of  tvv^o 
of  these  resorts. 

Venereal  Disease. — The  investigation  developed  that  vene- 
real disease  is  general  among  all  classes  of  people  and  both 
sexes. 

Additional  figures  obtained  from  190  physicians  (in  Newark) 
show  that  in  one  specific  week  750  cases  of  gonorrhoea  were 
treated.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  this  is  the  most  contagious  form 
of  venereal  disease.  These  figures  are  in  addition  to  syphilis 
and  other  kinds  of  venereal  disease. 

The  moderateness  of  these  statistics  is  emphasized  by  the 
statements  of  a  number  of  physicians.  One  of  these  stated  that 
seventeen  per  cent  of  all  women  patients,  other  than  the  prosti- 
tute class,  who  had  applied  to  him  for  treatment  during  the  year 
just  over,  were  afflicted  with  venereal  disease,  innocently  con- 
tracted. 

Statements  obtained  from  prominent  abdominal  surgeons 
indicate  that  from  seventeen  to  forty-five  per  cent,  of  all  their 
operations  upon  married  women  are  due  to  gonorrhoea.  (See 
report  of  Medical  Committee.) 

Abortion. — Abortion  is  taking  human  life.  Criminal  abor- 
tion is  murder. 

The  growing  prevalence  of  criminal  abortion  is  one  of  the 
serious  facts  developed  by  the  investigation. 

Reports  from  considerably  less  than  one-half  of  the  physi- 
cians of  Newark  show  that  in  one  week  forty-one  cases  of  induced 
or  criminal  abortion  came  under  their  notice.  It  must  be  noted 
that  the  physicians  who  reported  were  not  those  most  likely  to 
come  in  contact  with  cases  of  this  kind. 

"If  in  any  one  week,  in  any  city  the  size  of  Newark,  it  were 
known  that  forty-one  deliberate  murders  had  been  committed, 
not  only  the  city  itself,  but  the  whole  country,  wowild^Vis,e,ih'it^7^ 
wrath  to  punish  the  guilty  persons."      (See   report ',bl   Medical 
Committee.) 

Social  Evil  Among  the  Negroes. — The  soci&l  evil  condition 
of  the  "Barbary  Coast"  (hereinafter  described'}  has  been  gener- 
ally known  for  a  long  time.  ,        '      ,     \\  \     '   '  , 

As  has  been  stated  there  are  practically  no  'bawdy  houses  in 
Newark,  but  not  only  the  negro  men,  but  that  class  of  white  men 
who  would  otherwise  frequent  the  cheaper  houses  find  physical 
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intercourse  among  the  many  scores  of  negro  women  who  fre- 
quent, practically  unmolested,  the  Barbary  Coast.  This  district 
is  pronounced,  by  the  investigators  who  know  the  conditions  in 
many  other  of  the  larger  cities,  to  be  the  worst  they  have  exam- 
ined, save  in  one  Southern  city.  A  large  proportion  of  the  women 
who  inhabit  it  are  no  doubt  diseased  and  the  intercourse  here 
constitutes  a  menace  to  the  whole  city.  The  danger  of  this  is 
emphasized  by  the  fact  that  the  negro  prostitute  is  more  care- 
less of  her  physical  condition  than  her  white  sister. 


POSSIBLE  REASONS  FOR  FOREGOING  FACTS. 

The  most  conspicuous  phase  of  the  conditions  which  tend  to 
produce  immorality  among  young  women  is  the  apparent  care- 
lessness of  their  welfare  on  the  part  of  the  public  in  general  and 
the  neglect  of  those  agencies  whose  natural  province  it  would  be 
to  protect  them. 

The  laxness  of  the  modern  home  and  the  apparently  utter 
incapacity  of  modern  parents  of  a  certain  type  to  control  their 
children  seems  to  be  one  of  the  fruitful  sources  of  evil.  That 
the  causes  leading  to  these  conditions  are  varied  is  true.  With 
the  foreign  born  parents  the  lack  of  control  comes  from  the  fact 
that  the  children  speak  a  language  that  the  parents  do  not  under- 
stand and  are  influenced  by  American  conditions  and  institutions 
that  do  not  afifect  the  parents. 

tJnwholesome  Living  Conditions. — A  large  number  of  girls, 
earning  a  very  small  wage,  are  unable  to  provide  decent  living 
conditions  and  are  compelled  to  frequent  the  cheaper  lodging 
and  boarding  houses,  and  restaurants. 

Commercialized  Recreation. — There  are  practically  no  re- 
creation facilities  open  to  girls  of  this  kind  other  than  those 
which  are  purely  commercial.  The  dance  halls,  amusement 
parks,  etc.,  are  in  the  hands  of  men  who  are  careless  of  the 
welfare  of  their  patrons  and  who  often  permit  moral  laxness  in 
order  to  enhance  the  attractiveness  of  their  entertainment. 
Those  agencies  which  aim  to  provide  recreational  facilities  free, 
or  at  a  nominal  cost,  are  as  yet  totally  inadequate  to  meet  the 
situation. 

Absence  of  Field  Work. — There  are  two  or  three  institutions 
in  existence  for  the  restoration  of  the  drifting  girls,  to  which 
they  may  find  their  way,  but  no  agency  to  follow  up  or  care  for 
the  girl  who  is  on  the  downward  way,  and  thus  probably  save 
her  from  a  life  of  degradation.  It  is  a  further  sign  of  the  care- 
lessness of  the  public  in  this  connection  that  the  funds  supplied 
for  the  maintenance  of  two  of  these  agencies  are  pitifully  inade- 
quate to  the  need. 

Want  of  Protection  for  Women  and  Girls. — The  inspection 
of   dance   halls   and   other   recreation    centers   is   as    yet   totally 
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inadequate.  There  is  no  provision  for  the  prevention  of  social 
immorality  through  police  supervision  of  the  backrooms  of 
saloons,  cafes  or  other  places  of  the  kind  in  which  men  and 
women  congregate.  Wherever  there  is  police  contact  with 
women  or  girls  it  is  through  men.  There  should  be  women  to 
protect  women. 

Lax  Police  Discipline. — While  the  new  Chief  of  Police  is 
undoubtedly  determined  to  do  his  duty,  in  so  far  as  conditions 
i^rill  allow  him  to  do  so,  facts  contained  in  the  report  show  that 
there  were  found  many  instances  of  police  connivance  at  immo- 
rality in  connection  with  saloons.  A  special  study  of  the  dis- 
posal by  the  Police  Commission  of  infractions  of  police  regula- 
tions indicates  a  deplorable  laxness  in  discipline. 

The  evidence  indicates  the  baneful  effect  of  political  influence 
upon  the  police  force. 

(See  report  of  Comrhittee  on  Saloons  and  Hotels;  study  of 
trials  by  Police  Commission ;  also  Suggestions  for  an  Imme- 
diate Program  of  Action  and  for  a  Program  for  the  Future. 


HOPEFUL  SIGNS. 

Venereal  Diseases.— The  Board  of  Health  has  established  a 
clinic  for  venereal  diseases.  As  high  as  fifty-three  cases  of 
syphilis  have  been  treated  in  one  day.  The  most  advanced 
methods,  including  the  Wasserman  reaction  and  Ehrlich  treat- 
ment, are  used.  This  work  is  furnishing  the  entering  wedge  for 
the  inclusion  of  venereal  diseases  among  reportable  diseases. 
It  is  performing  pioneer  work  in  replacing  signs  of  quack  doctors 
in  toilets  and  other  places  where  these  are  found  by  signs  of  the 
Board  of  Health  offering  the  advice  and  facilities  for  cure  by  the 
Board  free. 

Department  of  Infant  Hygiene. — There  is  no  truer  indica- 
tion of  the  social-moral  condition  of  a  neighborhood  than  its 
infant  mortality  rate.  The  Department  of  Infant  Hygiene, 
working  in  two  small  districts  of  the  poorer  sections  of  the  city, 
has  shown  its  usefulness  during  a  few  months  in  a  substantial 
reduction  of  this.  Both  its  activity  and  its  educational  work 
cannot  fail  to  have  a  large  place  in  the  reduction,  also,  of  the 
number  of  cases  of  abortion.  It  is  setting  a  precedent  in  its 
watchfulness  of  midwives. 

Police. — The  new  Chief  of  Police  has  shown  a  decided 
determination  to  do  his  duty,  wherever  it  is  possible  under  exist- 
ing conditions,  and  has  expressed  a  willingness  to  co-operate 
with  all  forces  for  good.  He  has  already  demonstrated  this  by 
the  increased  activity  of  the  police  force  in  the  arrest  of  certain 
offenders  against  the  codes  and  in  raids  of  disorderly  houses  and 
other  places.  What  is  needed  is  the  support  of  the  Chief  by 
public  opinion  organized  in  a  definite  way. 

Playground  Commission. — The  Playground  Commission  is 
showing  renewed  activity  and  is  developing  plans  to  equip  the 
city  with  adequate  playgrounds  and  to  provide  recreation  centers 
which  will  supply  its  youth  with  the  opportunity  for  the  normal 
expression  of  the  play  instinct,  in  districts  where  they  have  been 
neglected  or  where  commercialized  recreation  has  held  the  entire 
field.  Their  program  includes  social  centres,  municipal  dance 
halls,  community  houses,  etc.     This  is  a  significant  move  in  the 
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right  direction.     If  properly  financed  the  Commission  appears 
capable  to  meet  the  need. 

Churches. — There  are  strong  indications  that  the  church  is 
awakening  to  the  need  of  the  young  women  and  girls  of  the  city. 
Among  these  is  the  action  of  a  Presbyterian  church  which  is 
providing  a  cheap  but  substantial  lunch  and  recreation  facilities, 
for  girls  making  less  than  six  dollars  per  week ;  another  Presby- 
terian church  throws  its  recreation  rooms  open  at  noon  to  the 
working  girls  of  the  neighborhood. 

Many  other  churches  also  are  keeping  their  recreation  rooms 
^open  during  every  night  of  the  week.  In  many  of  these  latter 
dances  are  given  at  which  adequate  provision  is  made  for  super- 
vision, etc.  Many  of  the  downtown  churches,  recognizing  the 
needs  of  girls  who  live  in  houses  which  provide  no  parlors  for 
the  entertainment  of  their  men  friends,  throw  open  their  parish 
houses  for  such  entertainment  under  proper  patronage. 

Others  are  providing  social  hours  and  refreshment,  after 
their  evening  service,  in  order  to  provide  the  lonesome  young 
of  the  city  with  an  opportunity  to  make  the  acquaintance  of 
people  who  may  be  helpful  to  them.  This  is  a  beginning  of  the 
field  work  recommended  elsewhere. 

Jewish  Co-operation. — Efficient  service  is  being  rendered  by 
the  Council  of  Jewish  Women,  which  looks  after  young  immi- 
grant Jewish  women ;  by  the  Jewish  Sisterhood,  which  conducts 
wholesome  clubs  for  young  people ;  and  by  a  Neighborhood 
House,  a  center  of  many  safe-guarding  activities. 

Holy  Name  Society. — The  Holy  Name  Societies  of  the  city 
have  organized  for  aggressive  work  for  better  public  morals. 
They  were  influential  in  the  passage  of  the  new  Dance  Hall 
ordinance  and  are  exercising  a  strong  moral  influence. 

It  is  hoped,  and  there  are  signs  that  this  will  be  so,  that 
the  men's  clubs  of  the  Protestant  churches  will  federate  for  a 
like  purpose. 

Welfare  Work. — The  practise  of  appointing"  welfare  secre- 
taries to  look  after  the  social  welfare  of  employees,  especially 
girls  and  women,  is  growing  among  the  large  employers  of 
labor.  A  number  of  firms  in  Newark  and  vicinity  have  taken  this 
step  and  the  work  of  these  secretaries  is  proving  exceedingly 
valuable  as  a  preventive  and  corrective  of  the  conditions  set 
forth  in  this  survey. 


Suggestions  for  an  Immediate 

Program  of  Action  and  for  a  Program 

for  the  Future 


f' 


The  great  trouble  with  all  our  efforts  has  been  the 
lack  of  continuity  of  effort.  The  Committee  of  Fif- 
teen did  what  it  could,  but  the  community  soon  lapsed 
from  the  stage  of  enthusiasm  and  high  moral  force; 
the  flame  which  burned  so  brilliantly  for  a  time  died 

out.      *      *      =iv     * 

There  ought  to  be  the  appointment  of  a  Permanent 
Commission  which  would  continue  to  "study  the  ques- 
tion from  the  medical  standpoint,  the  social  stand- 
point, the  economic  standpoint,  and  the  sociological 
standpoint,  and  which  should  assist  in  preparing  legis- 
lation, and  help  the  administration  in  enforcing  what- 
ever laws  or  ordinances  may  be  found  to  be  desirable." 
— Prof.  lE.  R.  A.  Seligman,  Coliimhia  University, 
Member  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen,  New  York  City. 


IMMEDIATE  WORKING  PROGRAM. 

In  planning  this  program  it  is  our  purpose  to  unite  all  citi- 
zens who  sincerely  desire  to  better  the  moral  conditions  in  New- 
ark without  regard  to  partisan,  political  or  sectarian  issues.  This 
program  does  in  no  way  contemplate  an  attack  on  the  saloon 
as  such,  but  is  concerned  primarily  with  the  evils  that  frequently 
accompany  the  selling  of  liquor,  such  as  the  backroom,  the  sale 
of  liquor  in  connection  with  dance  halls,  and  the  use  of  the  saloon 
as  a  center  for  the  immoral  elements  of  the  community. 

In  this  movement  to  safeguard  the  morals  of  the  city,  it  is 
not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  those  saloon-keepers  and  brewers 
who  really  care  to  protect  the  morals  of  the  community  will 
gladly  co-operate  with  other  thoughtful  citizens  to  uproot  these 
evils. 

1.  The  appointment,  by  the  Mayor,  of  a  Public  Morals 
Commission  of  seven  members  including  two  physicians,  one  of 
whom  shall  be  connected  with  the  Board  of  Health,  and  two 
lawyers.  This  Commission  to  continue  to  study  the  conditions 
discovered  by  the  committee  making  these  recommendations, 
and  to  make  from  time  to  time  such  recommendations  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  to  the  Mayor,  the  Common  Council,  the 
Board  of  Health,  Chief  of  Police,  or  other  officials  concerned  in 
the  making  or  enforcement  of  laws  affecting  the  social-moral  life 
of  the  city. 

2.  The  continuation  of  the  present  Citizens'  Committee  with 
the  addition  of  an  Executive  Committee  of  fifteen  men  as  an 
official  citizen's  organization  to  supplement  the  Public  Morals 
Commission  and  to  create  public  sentiment  in  support  of  its 
work. 

3.  Increased  vigilance  looking  to  the  total  suppression  of 
prostitution  through  the  arrest,  wherever  found,  of  street  walkers, 
or  women  of  known  loose  character.  Provision  for  medical 
examination  of  these  women  with  arrangements  for  their  con- 
tinued detention  in  the  event  of  their  being  diseased. 

The  licensing  of  furnished  room  houses  as  a  means  of  tracing 
prostitution. 
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(The  old  conception  that  prostitution  is  an  age-long  evil  and 
will  remain  so  forever  is  giving  way  to  the  newer  conception  of 
the  possibility  of  its  correction  and  eradication.  Commercialized 
prostitution  can  and  eventually  will  be  done  away  with.) 

4.  The  appointment,  in  addition  to  the  regular  police,  of 
police  women  (not  in  uniform)  to  perform,  as  far  as  possible, 
those  police  duties  which  bring  the  police  in  contact  with  women 
and  girls.  This  to  cover,  for  instance,  the  policing  of  dance  halls, 
patrolling  railroad  stations  or  other  places  where  inexperienced 
women  and  girls  are  liable  to  need  help ;  motion  picture  shows, 
theatres,  parks  (recreation),  public  parks,  or  other  places  where 
contact  is  had  with  women  and  children;  these  women  to  speak 
the  prevailing  language  of  the  neighborhood  where  the  function 
is  performed  in  neighborhoods  occupied  by  foreign  population, 
compensation  to  be  paid  by  the  city  from  funds  secured  under 
the  licenses. 

An  arrangement  whereby  Special  Police  Officers  employed 
in  pleasure  parks  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Police  Department  and 
shall  be  directly  responsible  to  that  Department,  the  money  for 
their  pay  possibly  being  turned  in  to  the  City  Treasury  by  the 
park  management. 

5.  An  increase  of  the  present  excellent  provisions  made  by 
the  Board  of  Health  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases,  the 
beginning  of  a  registration  of  these  diseases  and  an  adequate 
study  by  the  Public  Morals  Commission  suggested  above  or  by 
the  Board  of  Health,  of  the  whole  situation  from  the  medical 
standpoint. 

6.  Addition  of  venereal  diseases  to  the  list  of  contagious  dis- 
eases, making  them  reportable.  (Provide  for  a  law  and  city  ordi- 
nance specifying  that  venereal  diseases  shall  be  added  to  the  list 
of  infectious  diseases.) 

7.  The  enactment  of  an  injunction  and  abatement  law  plac- 
ing the  responsibility  for  the  existence  of  disorderly  houses  upon 
the  owners  and  agents  of  the  property. 

"It  is  the  property  owner  who  realizes  large  profits  on  com- 
mercialized vice.  It  is  the  property  owner  or  his  agent  who 
frequently  encourages  the  use  of  his  house  for  such  purposes, 
and  it  is  the  owner  or  agent  who  is  most  difficult  to  reach  under 
our  criminal  statutes." 

8.  The  abolition  of  the  backroom  from  all  saloons. 

9.  Provision  for  efficient  field  work  for  the  safeguarding  of 
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the  girl  drifting  tOAvard  prostitution. 

Provision  of  suitable  boarding  homes  for  girls  making  a  low 
wage,  and  who  are  practically  homeless,  in  which  they  may  live 
among  decent  and  morally  healthful  surroundings  at  a  cost  that 
is  within  their  means. 

That  recommendation  be  made  to  proprietors  of  factories 
and  stores  employing  twenty-five  or  more  females  that  they  shall 
file  in  the  interest  of  the  girls  themselves  Avith  the  Public  Morals 
Commission,  hereinbefore  recommended,  or  with  the  Citizens' 
Committee  or  the  City  Clerk,  a  list  of  names  and  addresses  of 
such  female  employees  as  are  not  living  at  home  with  their 
parents. 

10.  That  there  be  a  more  strict  enforcement  of  the  City 
Ordinance  governing  Employment  Bureaus,  especially  regarding 
reports  from  inspectors ;  that  these  agencies  be  required  to  report 
monthly  to  the  City  License  Department  the  names  of  persons 
for  whom  they  secure  positions ;  the  nature  of  employment  and 
address  of  employer. 

11.  That  provision  be  made  for  a  State  or  county  institu- 
tion to  which  prostitutes  may  be  sent  for  care,  medical  cure  and 
for  their  reformation. 


SUGGESTIONS  FOR  A  PROGRAM  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

1.  The  elimination  of  the  sale  of  all  intoxicating  liquor  in 
any  way  in  connection  with  dance  halls. 

2.  A  careful  consideration  of  the  advisability  of  the  enact- 
ment in  Newark  of  an  ordinance  providing  that  the  name  of  the 
owner  of  any  building  used  in  whole  or  in  part  as  a  hotel,  room- 
ing house,  lodging  house,  saloon,  etc.,  must  be  posted  on  a  con- 
spicuous part  of  his  property. 

3.  The  development  of  a  wise  and  practical  method  of 
teaching  sex  hygiene  to  the  community. 

4.  A  development  of  the  functions  of  the  police  looking  to 
the  prevention  of  crime.  On  behalf  of  the  community  and  in  a 
very  real  sense,  the  police  should  be  guardians  of  the  defence- 
less and  the  erring.  In  isolated  instances  policemen  now  take 
a  personal  interest  in  the  conditions  in  the  neighborhoods  in 
which  they  are  stationed  and  show  personal  and  protecting 
interest  in  the  young  and  in  certain  individuals  needing  super- 
vision. 

Policemen  should  be  chosen  not  merely  because  of  their 
physical  fitness  but  should  undergo  a  test  as  to  their  moral  and 
social  service  fitness  for  their  work.  This  development  of  the 
police  function  has  had  its  beginning  already  in  some  cities  and 
should  come  eventually  in  Newark. 


The  Investigation 


The  conclusions  of  the  Citizens'  Committee  and  the  recom- 
mendations contained  in  this  report  are  based  entirely  on  the 
evidence  obtained  in  this  investigation.  This  investigation  was 
made  by  the  American  Vigilance  Association  during  the  months 
of  August  and  December,  1913,  and  January,  1914.  The  com- 
pleted typewritten  records  of  it  were  in  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee the  first  week  in  February,  1914. 

Sub-committees  of  the  Citizens'  Committee  were  in  frequent 
session  during  the  progress  of  the  investigation.  At  its  conclu- 
sion the  findings  were  submitted  to  other  sub-committees  and 
the  recommendations  herein  contained  resulted. 


''It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  consideration  that  every  year 
in  this  country  770,000  males  reach  the  age  of  early 
maturity;  and  it  may  be  affirmed  that  under  existing 
conditions  at  least  60  per  cent.,  or  over  450,000  of  these 
young  men,  will  some  time  during  hfe  become  infected 
with  venereal  disease,  if  the  experience  of  the  past  is 
to  be  accepted  as  a  criterion  of  the  future.  Twenty  per 
cent,  of  these  infections  will  occur  before  twenty-first 
year,  50  per  cent,  before  their  twenty-fifth  year,  and 
more  than  80  per  cent,  before  they  pass  their  thirtieth 
vear." — Dr.  Prince  A.  Morrow. 


THE  INVESTIGATION. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  in  the  pages  that  follow  only  a  very 
small  part  of.  the  evidence  obtained  by  the  investigators  is  cited, 
sufficient  only  to  establish  the  facts.  The  aim  has  been  to  avoid 
"muck  raking,"  the  exploitation  of  the  exceedingly  disagreeable 
and  almost  nauseous  material.  The  bulk  of  the  sworn  affidavits 
of  the  investigators  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  and  will 
be  there  held,  with  names  and  addresses  and  circumstantial  facts, 
awaiting  further  developments. 

In  the  cases  cited  names  and  places  are  left  blank.  The 
foot-note  numbers  refer  to  the  key  held  by  the  Committee. 


RELIABILITY  OF  THE  FACTS  PRESENTED, 

This  investigation  was  made  by  the  American  Vigilance 
Association  ^  during  the  months  of  August  and  December,  1913, 
and  January,  1914,  and  the  complete  typewritten  records  thereof 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  the  first  week  in 
February,  1914. 

The  purpose  of  this  Association,  as  expressed  in  their  pub- 
lished literature,  is  "to  suppress  and  prevent  commercialized 
vice,  and  to  promote  the  highest  standard  of  public  and  private 
morals.  To  accomplish  this  purpose,  the  Association  shall  strive 
for  the  constant,  persistent  and  absolute  repression  of  prostitu- 
tion and  the  passage  and  enforcement  of  laws,  for  the  rescue  and 
protection  of  girls  and  women,  for  the  promotion  of  knowledge 
of  the  social  evil,  its  effects  and  results,  and  for  the  circulation 
of  the  best  literature  regarding  it." 

The  officers  of  the  association  are  as  follows:  President, 
Dr.  Charles  W.  Eliot;  Vice-Presidents,  James  Cardinal  Gibbons, 
Dr.  David  Starr  Jordan,  Dr.  William  T.  Foster,  Dean  Walter  T. 
Sumner,  Mr.  Felix  M.  Warburg:  Treasurer,  Miss  Grace  H. 
Dodge;  Counsel,  James  Bronson  Reynolds. 


'  Since  this  investigation  was  made  tiie  American  Social  Hygiene  Asso- 
ciation, Inc.,  has  united  with  and  succeeded  the  American  Vigilance  Associa- 
tion and  the  American  Federation  for  Sex  Hygiene.  Address,  105  West 
Fortieth  Street,  New  York  Citv. 


CONTRIBUTORS    AND    MEMBERS    OF    COMMITTEES. 


The  following'  are  the  names  of  those  who  have  either  taken 
part  in  the  work  of  Committees  or  have  contributed  thereto  : 


Clarence  W.  Ailing 
l,athrop  Anderson 
Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Andrews 
J.  B.  Banister 
*Wm.  J.  Banister 
Morris   L.   Barr 
E.  K.  Bicknell 
Wm.  A.  Baker 
Mrs.  M.  G.  Burke 
Dr.  Wm.  Buermann 
L.  Bamberger 
Samuel  Clark 
Peter  Campbell 
Franklin   Conklin 
Wm.  T.  Carter 
John  A.  CuUen 
Miss  A.  E.  Conger 
Robert  Crabb 
Jerome  T.  Congleton 
Dr.  Theo.  W.   Corwin 
W.  B.  Clark 
James  P.  Dusenberry 
Mrs.  Frederick  S.  Douglas 
Henry  H.   Dawson 
Dr.  Laban  Dennis 
Mrs.  Laban  Dennis 
E.  L.  Dobbins 
Wm.  T.  Day 
Stephen  S.   Day 
Ulrich    Eberhardt 
Evan  D.  Edwards 
*William  Fairlie 
Frederick   Frelinghuysen 
James  Flockhardt 
Rabbi  Solomon  Foster 
Herbert  P.  Gleason 
R.  J.  Goerke 
J.  A.   Gifford 
Wm.  T.  Graves 
E.  W.  Given 
J.  K.  Gore 
John  J.   Gascoyne 
Clarence  H.  Hedden 
A.  V.  Hamburg 
Albert  Hahne 
Richard  Hahne 
*Deceased  since  undertaking  of 


Willard  I.  Hamilton 

S.  B.  Harrison 

P.  H,  Hoadley 

H.  Herpers 

Chester  R.  Hoag 

Dr.    Edward  J.   Ill 

John  P.  Jube 

Rev.  Mercer  Johnson 

E.  Luther  Joy 

Rev.  Davis  W.  Lusk 

Frank  L  Liveright 

Franklin  Murphy,  Jr. 

Uzal   H.   McCarter 

Oscar  B.  Mockridge 

Rev.  John  McDowell 

E.  S.  McNabb 

David   H.  Merritt 

A.  W.  MacDougall 

Charles  M.  Mason 

Judge  Harry  V.  Osborne 

Mrs.  Edward  H.  Peters 

Merritt  G.  Perkins 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Plum 

S.  H.  Plum 

Rev.  J.  E.  Parmly 

J.  S.  Rippel 

E.  G.  Randal 

Roseville  Presbyterian  Church 

J.  Albert  Sandford 

Jerome  Taylor 

G.  Wisner  Thorne 

Dr.  A.  B.  Twitchell 

Chas.  G.  Titsworth 

Dr.  Theo.  Teimer 

A.'  S.  Taylor 

Third  Presbyterian  Church 

H.  M.  Van  Sant 

Benjamin  S.  Whitehead 

Edgar  B.  Ward 

Marcus  L.  Ward 

A.  M.  Woodruff 

P.  T.  Woodruff 

C.  S.  Webbe 

Frederick  T.  Ward 

Dr.  H.  J.  F.  Wallhauser 
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The  following  are  those  men  on  the  Committees  that  have 
gone  over  the  material  furnished  by  the  investigators,  weighed 
it,  made  some  further  investigations  and  formulated  the  recom- 
mendations hereinafter  contained : 


Lathrop  Anderson 
Dr.   Wm.    Buermann 
Morris  L.  Barr 
Samuel   Clark 
Jerome  T.  Congleton 
Dr.  Theodore  W.  Corwin 
Wm.  B.  Clark 
John  A.  Cullen 
Henry  H.  Dawson 
Dr.  L.  Dennis 
Evan  D.  Edwards 
Rabbi  Solomon  Foster 
Herbert  P.  Gleason 


John  J.  Gascoyne 
C.  H.  Hedden 
Dr.  Edward  J.  Ill 
Rev.  Davis  W.  Lusk 
Frank  I.  Liveright 
Rev.  John  McDowell 
Charles  M.  Mason 
A.  W.  MacDougall 
Judge  Harry  V.  Osborne 
E.  G.  Randal 
Benjamin  S.  Whitehead 
Mgr.  Isaac  P.  Whelan 
Dr.  H.  J.  F.  Wallhauser 


FIELD  WORK. 

The  field  work  in  Newark  was  conducted  under  the  personal 
direction  of  Mr.  George  J.  Kneeland,  director  of  the  Department 
of  Investigation,  with  a  staff  of  experienced  investigators.  Mr. 
Kneeland  was  formerly  the  director  of  investigation  for  the  Vice 
Commission  of  Chicago,  and  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  its 
report.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  connected  with  the  American 
Vigilance  Association  and  has  conducted  investigations  under 
its  auspices  for  "The  Philadelphia  Vice  Commission,"  "The 
Social  Survey  Committee  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,"  "The  Women's 
League  for  Good  Government,"  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  for  other 
committees  in  various  cities.  In  addition,  investigations  (not 
yet  published)  have  been  made  for  vice  commissions  appointed 
by  the  governors  of  tw^o  States  to  inquire  into  the  white  slave 
traffic  within  these  States.  Mr.  Kneeland  is  the  author  of  "Com- 
mercialized Prostitution  in  New  York  City."  This  New  York 
investigation  was  made  by  him  under  the  auspices  of  the  Bureau 
of  Social  Hygiene  of  New  York. 

In  view  of  the  above  statements  the  Committee  has  full  con- 
fidence in  the  reliability  of  the  facts  presented,  and  the  members 
desire  to  state  that  no  responsibility  for  the  facts  contained  in 
this  report  is  assumed  by  the  investigators  beyond  the  hours 
or  dates  mentioned.  All  the  facts  submitted  are  covered  by 
affidavits  made  by  the  investigators. 


PRESENT  CONDITIONS. 

The  present  investigation  shows  that  the  vigorous  campaign 
against  parlor  houses  of  prostitution  in  the  period  covered  by 
Sheriff  Sommers'  term  was  not  in  vain.  In  spite  of  the  most 
painstaking  eft'orts  on  the  part  of  our  experienced  investigators 
we  have  been  able  to  find  but  three  definite  addresses  of  parlor 
houses  of  the  old  type.  We  have  heard  rumors  to  the  effect 
that  there  were  a  few  cheap  fifty-cent  resorts,  but  the  investi- 
gators were  not  able  to  locate  their  definite  addresses  or  gain 
admittance.  The  madam  of  one  of  the  parlor  houses  investi- 
gated intimated  one  day  that  business  had  fallen  off  to  such  an 
extent  that  she  thought  of  going  to  New  York  City  and  open 
a  resort  in  a  tenement  house.  This  woman  has  conducted  her 
business  in  Newark  for  many  years  without  any  special  hindrance 
on  the  part  of  the  police.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  other 
resorts.  Two  of  these  houses  are  on  one  street,  and  not  far 
apart. 

The  same  general  statement  may  be  made  with  reference 
to  disorderly  apartments  in  tenement  houses' of  the  better  class 
in  Newark.  All  the  methods  of  discovering  such  resorts  were 
employed  by  the  investigators,  but  they  were  able  to  find  only 
three  exclusive  disorderly  apartments.  There  is  no  question  in 
the  mind  of  the  Committees  but  that  such  places  exist,  to  some 
extent.  They  are  not  of  public  character,  however,  the  women 
in  them  being  either  "kept"  or  allowing  only  couples  actually 
known  to  them  to  use  their  rooms  for  immoral  purposes. 

The  reason  for  the  small  number  of  the  higher  priced  houses 
and  apartments  is  obvious.  The  police  have  been  active  against 
such  resorts  in  the  past  and  the  custom  has  fallen  away  because 
New  York  City  is  near  and  men  who  "can  afford  the  higher 
prices  go  to  that  city.  A  few  native  professional  prostitutes  who 
would  naturally  be  inmates  in  these  more  exclusive  pi-aces  in 
Newark  are  known  to  be  on  call  for  certain  higher  priced  apart- 
ments in  New  York. 

The  real  situation  with  respect  to  the  open  and  flagrant 
expression  of  the  social  vice  in  Newark  at  the  present  time  is  in 
connection  with  the  following  places : 

1.,     Furnished  Room  Houses. 

2.  Disorderly  Hotels. 

3.  Disorderly  Saloons. 

4.  'On  the  streets. 


Prostitution 


"The  prostitutes  of  to-morrow  are  in  our  primary  schools  to- 
day. The  future  customers  of  these  prostitutes  are  to-day  innocent 
boys,  with  intinite  possibihties  of  good  as  well  as  of  evil.  If  our 
boys  and  girls  are  to  be  given  sufficient  moral  fibre  and  self-control 
to  keep  straight,  certain  old-fashioned  agencies  must  assume  their 
proper  places.  The  fate  of  these  boys  and  girls  depends  upon  the 
home,  the  school,  the  church  and  the  neighborhood — and  upon  the 
administration  of  government  by  honest  and  high-minded  public 
officials." — Report  of  MassacJnisetts  Commission  on  the  White 
Slave  Traffic,  So-called  (1^14). 

"Prostitution  to-day  is  organic  to  our  industrial  life,  our  mar- 
riage sanctions  and  our  social  customs. 

"No  one  can  doubt  that  really  to  abolish  prostitution  means  to 
abolish  the  slum  and  the  dirty  alley,  to  stop  overwork,  under  pay, 
the  sweating  and  the  torturing  monotony  of  business,  to  breathe  a 
new  life  into  education,  ventilate  society  with  frankness,  and  fill  life 
with  play  and  art,  with  games,  with  passions  which  hold  and  sufifuse 
the  imagination." — Walter  Lippmanns  "A  Preface  to  Politics." 

I  therefore  venture  to  hope  that  in  serving  my  own  need  I  may 
also  serve  the  need  of  a  rapidly  growing  public  when  I  set  down 
for  rational  consideration  the  temptations  surrounding  multitudes 
of  young  people  and  when  I  assemble,  as  best  I  may,  the  many 
indications  of  a  new  conscience,  which  in  various  directions  is 
slowly  gathering  strength  and  which  we  may  soberly  hope  will  at 
last  successfully  array  itself  against  this  incredible  social  wrong, 
ancient  though  it  may  be. — From  Preface  to  "A  New  Conscience  and 
An  Ancient  Evil"  by  Jane  Addams  (1Q12). 


PROSTITUTION. 
Parlor  Houses. 

The  Law. — The  keeping  of  a  house  of  ill-fame  is  a  common 
law  olTense  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey.^ 

The  statutes  of  New  Jersey  say  that  the  Common  Council 
of  all  cities  in  the  State  shall  have  power  within  the  said  city  to 
make  or  repeal  ordinances,  rules,  regulations  and  by-laws  to 
restrain  and  suppress  houses  of  ill-fame. 

The  Common  Councils  are  also  given  power  to  prevent  vice, 
drunkenness  and  immorality  within  each  city.- 

Revised  Ordinance,  1913.  Section  632. — "No  person  shall 
keep  or  maintain  a  disorderly  house,  or  a  house  of  ill-fame, 
under  the  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  for  each   and  every  offense. 

Definition. — A  parlor  house  of  prostitution  is  a  resort  where 
the  entire  house  is  used  for  the  business  of  prostitution  under 
one  management.  Such  a  place  receives  its  name  because  it 
generally  has  a  receiving  parlor  where  the  inmates  gather  to 
receive  customers.    The  inmates  also  live  on  the  premises. 

In  spite  of  the  most  careful  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the 
investigators,  the  Committee  could  not  find  actual  evidence  of 
the  existence  of  more  than  three  parlor  houses,  so-called,  in 
Newark.  Six  inmates  were  counted  in  these  houses  and  seven- 
teen estimated. 

There  are  rumors  afloat  to  the  effect  that  there  are  a  few 
other  such  resorts  of  the  fifty-cent  type  in  the  colored  or  foreign 
sections  of  the  city. 

The  following  reports  illustrate  the  manner  in  which  these 
houses  are  conducted  at  present  and  the  general  conditions  with 
reference  to  such  resorts  in  Newark: 


'  State  V.  Williams,  30  N.  J.  L.   (1  Vr.)  102. 

"See  Compiled   Statutes  of  New  Jersey   (1911),  pages  1102.  1205,  1300, 
1340.  1379,  1408.  5415  and  5-529. 


TYPICAL  CASES. 

At  2:30  A.  M.  on  Aug.  5,  1913,  the  investigators  visited  a 

well-known  parlor  house  of  prostitution  on ^  Street.     The 

Madam  of  this  house  -  told  the  investigator  that  her  receipts 
were  about  $50  per  week  now,  whereas  formerly  they  were  $300. 
She  said  that  she  owned  this  house  and  had  been  here  for  eleven 
years.  The  price  is  $3.00  and  the  inmates  receive  half  of  what 
they  make.  Drinks  are  sold  at  fifty  cents  a  round.  There  was 
only  one  inmate  '^  in  the  house  at  this  time  and  she  was  dressed 
in  a  kimono  and  appeared  to  be  about  twenty-five  years  of  age. 

About  8  P.  M.  on  Dec.  22,  1913,  an  investigator  was  in  con- 
versation with  the  chaufl^eur  of  a  taxi,*  and  this  chauffeur  pro- 
posed to  take  him  to  a  house  of  prostitution  on  ^  Street. 

This  is  the  same  house  visited  by  the  investigator  in  August 
and  referred  to  above.  When  they  arrived  at  the  house,  the 
chauffeur  had  some  trouble  in  convincing  the  Madam  that  the 
investigator  was  all  right.  She  finally  admitted  him  and  said 
she  had  only  one  girl  at  present  and  that  was  all  she  had  need 
for  the  way  things  were  going.  The  investigator  referred  to 
houses  in  a  Southern  City  and  said  in  that  place  they  had  from 
four  to  eight  girls  in  a  house.  The  Madam  replied  that  there 
was  a  time  in  Newark  when  they  had  the  same  thing,  but  "they 
are  trying  to  stop  men  from  going  to  see  the  girls."  "Some  day," 
she  said,  "they  will  realize  that  they  are  trying  to  do  a  thing 
which  is  impossible."  The  Madam  added  that  she  had  from 
thirty-five  to  forty  men  a  week  calling  at  her  house  and  she 
knows  them  all  very  well.  It  is  seldom  that  she  will  take  a 
chance  in  admitting  a  stranger.  "I  have  been  here,"  she  said, 
"with  one  girl  for  the  last  two  years  and  make  a  nice  living. 
I  own  the  house  and  to  show  you  how  much  I  care  I  go  away 
with  her  (meaning  the  inmate)  for  two  or  three  days  at  a  time 
to  enjoy  ourselves." 

This  Madam  is  a  woman  about  fifty  years  of  age  and  has 
hair  streaked  with  gray.  While  the  investigator  was  in  the 
house  he  purchased  beer,  which  was  served  at  $1.00  a  round, 
and  amounted  to  three  wine  glasses  full. 

At  4  P.  M.  on  Dec.  17,  1913,  a  woman  investigator  visited 
the  same  house.  She  asked  the  Madam  if  a  girl  could  obtain 
board  in  her  house,  and  the  Madam  replied  that  she  had  all  she 
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wanted  at  the  present  time,  but  that  she  might  leave  her  address 
or  call  again  in  about  a  week  or  ten  days.  The  investigator 
asked  the  price  of  the  house  and  the  woman  said  it  was  $2.00, 
.1^3.00  and  $5.00,  but  that  she  had  more  $5.00  trade  than  anything 
else. 

At  11  P.  M.  on  Dec.  26,  1913,  the  investigator  was  brought 
to  the  same  house  by  a  chauffeur.  The  girl  who  answered  the 
door  remembered  the  investigator  as  the  one  who  had  been  in 
the  house  last  August.  She  said  that  the  Madam  was  out  of 
town  for  a  few  days.  The  girl  further  said  that  they  were  starv- 
ing" to  death  there  and  that  if  it  was  not  for  their  personal  friends 
both  she  and  the  Madam  would  be  in  the  poor  house.  Some  of 
these  friends,  she  said,  came  from  New  York.  The  girl  said 
that  she  is  trying  to  persuade  the  Madam  to  give  up  the  business 
in  Newark  and  move  to  New  York,  because  they  were  losing 
money  in  Newark  every  day.  During  the  "old  days"  they  had  a 
good  business,  taking  in  $500  and  $600  per  week ;  now  it  is  all 
they  can  do  to  make  $50.  The  Madam  would  have  moved  long 
ago  if  she  had  been  able  to  sell  the  house,  but  it  seems  she  can- 
not get  rid  of  it.  The  girl  then  asked  the  investigator  to  buy  a 
drink.    He  purchased  a  bottle  of  beer,  for  which  he  paid  $1. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  reports  on  a  single  house  that 
the  business  is  being  conducted  very  carefully  with  no  particular 
attempt  to  drum  up  trade.  The  same  conditions  apparently 
exist  in  another  house  of  prostitution  which  has  been  operating 
in  Newark  for  many  years.  This  house  is  also  situated  on 
^  Street. 

About  9  P.  M.  on  Dec.  20,  1913,  the  investigator  called  by 

'phone   a   house   of  prostitution   on   ^    Street,   the   'phone 

number  being  .-     He  asked  for  the  Madam  ^  and  when 

she  came  to  the  'phone  he  said  that  he  had  just  returned  to 
town,  and,  giving  a  ficticious  name,  said  he  had  been  in  her 
house  a  year  ago,  and  thought  he  would  call  up  and  find  out  if 
he  could  come  down.  The  Madam  replied  that  she  was  sure 
she  knew  no  such  man  and  insisted  upon  knowing  what  business 
he  had  in  calling  upon  her.  After  some  conversation  the  Madam 
invited  him  to  call.  He  went  to  the  house  and  was  immediately 
admitted  by  a  colored  woman  who  ushered  him  into  the  front 
parlor.     Soon  the  Madam  came  in  and  the  investigator  greeted 
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her  as  though  he  had  known  her  for  a  number  of  years.  She 
still  insisted  upon  wanting  to  know  why  he  had  come.  At  this 
the  investigator  pretended  to  be  surprised  and  said  he  had  had 
no  trouble  the  last  time  he  was  there  and  asked  what  seemed 
to  be  the  trouble.  Finally,  she  seemed  satisfied  and  excused 
herself  for  being  so  insistent,  saying,  "there's  nothing  like  being 
careful."  The  investigator  asked  if  "they"  were  after  her,  and 
she  said,  "some  of  the  goody-goodies  have  nothing  else  to  do, 
I  guess.  I  have  been  in  this  town,"  she  said,  "when  you  were 
that  big  (indicating  two  feet  high)  and  in  that  time  I  have  had 
the  biggest  and  best  people  in  town  calling  here  and  have  now. 
In  those  days  Newark  was  good,  and  now,  while  I  am  not  starv- 
ing, I  will  have  to  go  easy  or  they'll  shut  me  up." 

The  Madam  offered  to  call  a  woman  for  him  over  the  'phone, 
but  the  investigator  ordered  a  drink  instead.  The  colored  girl 
served  beer  at  SI. 00  a  round.  As  the  investigator  was  leaving, 
the  Madam  reminded  him  that  the  price  of  the  house  was  $5.00 
and  that  any  time  he  came  she  could  get  him  a  girl  on  half  an 
hour's  notice. 

The  investigator  did  not  see  any  inmates  in  the  house  on 
this  date.  The  Madam  intimated  that  none  of  the  girls  stayed 
in  the  house,  but  she  could  get  them  over  the  telephone. 

At  3  P.  M.,  Jan.  23,  1914,  a  woman  investigator  called  at 
this  house,  pretending  to  sell  cold  cream.  She  was  met  at  the 
door  by  an  elderly  woman,  apparently  fifty  years  of  age,  dressed 
in  a  house  dress  of  gingham.  The  Madam  said,  "I  would  like 
you  to  introduce  the  cream  or  something  new,  but  there  are  only 
two  girls  now.  One  is  engaged  and  the  other  is  sick.  They  get 
me  crazy.     I  am  waiting  for  another  to  come  this  afternoon." 

While  the  investigator  was  talking  with  this  Madam,  the 
bell  rang  three  times.  On  the  third  ring  a  man,  very  well  dressed, 
stepped  into  the  parlor,  but  the  investigator  was  not  able  to  see 
his  face  or  to  see  the  girl's. 

Another  investigator  visited  this  house  about  9  :40  P.  M.  on 
Jan.  27,  1914.  He  was  taken  there  by  a  man  whom  he  had  met. 
They  both  engaged  a  cabman  ^  to  take  them  to  the  house.  He 
let  them  out  of  the  cab  a  block  away  from  the  house  and  went 
into  the  house  ahead  of  them  to  "fix  it  up."  The  two  men  then 
went  into  the  house.     The   Madam  told  the  visitors   that   she 
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is  running  very  quietly  until  things  blow  over,  but  that  she  will 
be  open  again  in  a  short  time.  She  locks  all  the  doors  and  stops 
the  bells  on  the  stairs  when  she  has  any  customers  in  the  house. 

The  investigator  saw  one  inmate  -  in  this  house  who  said 
that  she  came  over  every  day  from  New  York  at  12  o'clock. 
This  inmate  further  said  that  formerly  there  were  eight  girls  in 
the  house,  but  the  Madam  had  been  told  to  run  quiet  a  little 
while.  She  could  get  more  girls  if  the  customer  'phoned  her 
before  he  came.  She  then  gave  the  'phone  number.^  The  investi- 
gator learned  that  the  price  of  this  house  is  $3.00  for  a  short 
time  and  $5  per  hour,  the  inmate  receiving  one-half  of  what  she 
makes.  Beer  is  sold  at  $1.00  a  round.  The  Madam  said  if  he 
wanted  a  circus  that  he  should  'phone  her  first  and  she  would 
arrange  it.  She  then  said  that  some  of  the  best  people  in  Newark 
called  at  this  house. - 

It  is  evident  that  there  has  been  some  definite  action  in 
Newark  against  regular  parlor  houses  of  prostitution.  The 
reports  show  that  if  there  are  very  many  houses  running  they 
are  not  generally  known.     For  instance,  while  the  investigator 

was  in  a  saloon  on Street  he  talked  with  a  waiter  and 

asked  him  to  direct  him  to  a  parlor  house.  ' 

The  waiter  replied,  'T  don't  know  of  any ;  things  are  pretty 
strict  here  now.  I  have  been  here  a  long  time,  but  I  don't  go 
out  any  myself  and  don't  know  where  to  send  you." 

Again,  while  in  a  restaurant  on ^  Street,  the  investi- 
gator entered  into  conversation  with  the  waiter,  who  said  that 
so  far  as  he  knew  there  were  but  two  houses  in  town. 
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ON  THE  STREETS. 

Disorderly  Persons. — According  to  the  statutes  of  New 
Jersey  all  common  night  walkers,  and  common  prostitutes,  are 
deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  disorderly  persons/ 

Arrest  and  Punishment. — Any  person  who  is  convicted  of 
being  disorderly  is  liable  to  imprisonment  in  the  workhouse, 
penitentiary  or  common  jail  of  the  county  in  which  such  person 
may  be  convicted,  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  one  year,  or  be  fined 
a  sum  not  exceeding  $175.- 

Conditions. — During  the  months  of  August,  1913,  December, 
1913,  and  January,  1914,  the  investigators  made  101  reports  on 
conditions  on  the  streets  of  Newark,  with  reference  to  the  pres- 
ence of  street  walkers.  The  workers  counted  303  women  on 
different  streets  whom  they  believed  to  be  professional  prosti- 
tutes. They  were  actually  solicited  by  114  of  these  women  to  go 
to  furnished  room  houses,  hotels  and  apartments  for  immoral 
purposes.  Eleven  of  these  women  gave  the  definite  addresses 
of  certain  hotels  where  they  took  their  customers,  and  fifty-two 
gave  the  addresses  of  furnished  room  houses  where  they  used 
rooms  for  immoral  purposes.  In  some  instances  they  refused  to 
give  such  definite  addresses,  saying  they  would  go  any  place  the 
prospective  customer  might  suggest. 

The  following  are  typical  reports  of  such  solicitations  on  the 
streets. 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

At  2 :30i  A.  M.  on  Aug.  9th,  1913,  the  investigator  Avas 
solicited  at  the  corner  of ^  and Streets  by  a  prosti- 
tute to  go  to  her  room  on  "  Street  for  immoral  purposes. 

She  said  her  price  was  $5.  A  police  officer  stood  near  at  the 
time  of  this  solicitation. 

A  prostitute  ^  solicited  the  investigator  to  go  to  a  furnished 
room  house  -  between  the  hours  of  4  and  6  P.  M.  on  Aug.  6,  1913. 

This  occurred  on  the  corner  of *  and Streets.    The 

woman  said  her  price  was  $2  and  the  room  $1. 

At  1 :30  A.  M.,  Aug.  13,  1913,  the  investigator  counted  eight 

women  on ^  Street,  between ®  and ,  whom  he 

believed  to  be  prostitutes.     He  saw  six  of  these  women  accost 


'See  Revised  Statutes  of  New  Jersey  (1911),  Page  1926,  Section  1. 
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men  and  he  was  solicited  by  five.     All  of  these  women  live  in  a 

furnished  room  house  on  "   Street.     The  usual  price  for 

their  services  they  said  was  fifty  cents.  The  investigator  stood 
within  this  vicinity  for  30  minutes,  and  during  the  time  he  was 
solicited  by  these  prostitutes  he  saw  a  police  officer  at  the  corner 

of  "   and  —  Streets.      He   also   counted   fifteen   men 

standing  along  the  block,  and  six  of  them  accompanied  women 
to  their  rooms. 

At   12  noon  on  Aug.  23,   1913,  wdiile  the  investigator  was 

passing  west  on ®  Street  from ,  he  found  four  colored 

women  openly  soliciting  in ^  Alley.    Two  girls  were  seated 

on  the  steps  of  a  double  tenement.  They  were  talking  with  men 
who  were  employed  in  the  vicinity. 

On Street,  as  the  investigator  walked  west,  he  saw 

colored  women  soliciting  from  the  door  steps  of  various  houses 
on  that  street. 

At    10:30   P.   M.,    Dec.    19,    1913,   the   investigator   was   on 

— "  Street,  between  and  ■ .     Standing  about  on 

the  sidewalks  and  sitting  at  the  windows,  colored  prostitutes 
w^ere  seen  openly  soliciting.  As  the  investigator  walked  through 
this  street  he  was  solicited  for  immoral  purposes' seven  different 
times. 

On  Jan.  9,  1914,  about  10:30  P.  M.,  the  investigator  saw^  a 

woman  apparently  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  of  age  on  ^ 

Street.    This  woman  solicited  him  to  go  to  a  furnished  room  at 

^  Street  for  immoral  purposes.     She  said  her  price  was  $1 

and  that  the  room  was  her  own. 

On  Jan.  8,   1914,  about   12  P.   M.,  the  investigator  saw  a 

woman  at  the  corner  of  "  and  Streets,  who  was 

apparently  twenty-five  years  of  age.  This  woman  solicited  him 
to  go  to  a  furnished  room  at Street  for  immoral  pur- 
poses.    She  said  her  price  was  $1  and  the  room  her  own. 

On  Jan.  9,   1914,  about   11    P.   M.,  the  investigator  saw  a 

woman  at '  and  Streets,  apparently  twenty  years 

of  age.     She  solicited  him  to  go  to  a  furnished  room  at ^ 

Street  for  immoral  purposes.  She  said  her  price  was  $2  and  the 
room  her  own.  She  said,  "Come  on,  kid ;  you  can  put  your  shoes 
under  my  bed." 
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On  Jan.    12,   1914,  about  8  P.  M.,  the  investigator  saw  a 

woman  at  the  corner  of *  and Streets.    This  woman 

solicited  him  to  go  to  the  hotel  *  at  ^  Street  for  immoral 

purposes.  In  soliciting  the  investigator,  she  first  flirted  with 
him  and  then  beckoned  to  him  to  follow  her,  which  he  did. 
When  they  reached  the  hotel,  she  held  the  door  open  and  said, 
"Come  on,  kid ;  hurry  up." 

On  Dec.  22,  1913,  at  11:15  P.  M.,  the  investigator  saw  a 
woman  whom  he  believed  to  be  a  prostitute  at  the  corner  of 
^  and  Streets.  She  solicited  him  to  go  to  a  fur- 
nished room  at Street  for  immoral  purposes.     She  said 

her  price  was  $2  and  the  room  her  own. 

On  Dec.  19,  1913,  about  11 :30  P.  M.,  the  investigator  counted 

seven   colored   women   on  ^   Street,   between  and 

,   whom  he   believed   to   be   prostitutes.     Their   apparent 

ages  were  between  twenty  and  thirty-five  years.  All  solicited 
the  investigator.    One  of  them  solicited  him  to  go  to  a  furnished 

room  at *  Street  for  immoral  purposes.     She  said  the  price 

for  her  services  was  fifty  cents. 

On  Dec.  17,  1913,  about  8  P.  j\I.,  the  investigator  counted 

four    women    on    '    Street,    between    and    

Streets,  whom  she  believed  to  be  prostitutes,  their  apparent 
ages    being    between    twenty-three    and    thirty    years.       Four 

stopped  men.     Two  of  these  women  were  from  ^,  N.  J., 

and ®  from  ^  Avenue,  twenty-three  and  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  respectively.  They  were  perverts.  These 
women  use  the  show  windows  of  store^  as  a  place  to  stop  and 
carry  on  flirtations,  then  walk  on  and  the  men  follow. 

On  Dec.   17,   1913,  about  4:30  P.  M.,  the  investigator  was 

solicited  at  the  corner  of  '  and  Place  to  go  to  a 

furnished   room  at  ^   Street  for  immoral  purposes.      She 

claimed  to  be  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  said  her  price  was 

$2  and  the  room  was  her  own.    Her  name,  she  said,  was  ■ *. 

While  she  told  the  investigator  she  was  tAventy-four  years  of 
age  she  did  not  look  to  be  older  than  twenty.  When  the  investi- 
gator spoke  to  her  about  her  "looks,"  she  replied,  "So  much  the 
better ;  if  the  truth  will  do  you  any  good  I  am  not  twenty  by  a 
long  shot." 


*  X  454,  -  X  154,  '  X  155,  ^  x  462,  '  x  162,  '  x  459,  ■*  x  163,  '  x  493,  '  x  165,  '  x  433, 
'  X  432,  '  X  166,  '  X  434,  '  X  168,  "  X  169. 
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On  Dec.  20,  1913,  about  7:30  P.  M.,  the  investigator  was 

solicited  by  a  prostitute  on  '  near  Street  to  go  to 

a  furnished  room  at  ''  Street  for  immoral  purposes.     She 

said  her  price  was  $2  and  the  room  her  own.    She  said  her  name 

was ^.    She  was  apparently  twenty-two  years  of  age.    The 

investigator   had    followed    this    girl   from   ■'    and   • 

Streets,  where  she  first  smiled  at  him.  The  investigator  asked 
her  why  she  gave  him  such  a  "chase,"  and  she  replied,  "This  is 
the  greatest  town  for  body  snatchers  as  plain  clothesmen." 

On  Dec.  22,  1913,  about  11:45  P.  M.,  the  investigator  was 

solicited  by  a  prostitute  on  *'  Street,  near  ,  to  go 

to  a  furnished  room  at  ^  Street  for  immoral  purposes- 
She  said  her  price  was  $3,  including  room.     She  was  apparently 

twenty-five  years  of  age  and  said  her  name  was  ^.     She 

told  the  investigator  to  follow  her  to  the  house  and  "I'll  go  in 
first  and  wait  at  the  door;  we  have  to  sneak  in."  The  investi- 
gator pretended  fear  of  being  caught.  She  said,  "You  don't 
have  to  be  afraid ;  I'll  go  in  first  and  if  everyting  is  all  right 
I'll  open  the  door  for  you." 

At  8  P.  M.   on  Dec.   27,   1913,  the  investigator  noticed   a 

woman  on ^  and Streets  whom  he  believed  to  be  a 

professional  prostitute.^  In  fact,  this  woman  solicited  him  to  go 
to  a  furnished  room  house  *  for  immoral  purposes.  She  said 
her  price  was  $3. 

At  10  P.  M.  on  Jan.  13,  1914,  while  standing  on  the  corner 

of ®  and Streets,  the  investigator  saw  three  women, 

apparently  from  twenty  to  thirty  years  of  age.  One  of  these 
women  ^  stopped  the  investigator  and  asked  him  to  go  to  a 
saloon  for  a  drink  and  then  to  a  hotel.-  She  said  her  price  was 
$3,  and  S2  would  be  the  cost  of  the  room.  This  same  girl  had 
previously  solicited  the  investigator  to  go  to  another  hotel  on 
— 2  Street. 

At  1  A.  M.  on  Jan.  20,  1914,  the  investigator  saw  four  women 

on ^  Street,  corner  of .    One  of  these  women  *  asked 

the  investigator  to  go  to  a  saloon  ^  with  her. 

On  Jan.  10,  1914,  at  1 :30  A.  M.,  the  investigator  saw  four 
women  whom  be  believed  to  be  prostitutes  standing  near  the 
corner  of  ®  and  Streets.     One  of  these  women  ® 


■'x435,  'xl70,  'x436,  "xlTl,  'x437,  'xl72,  ^xl73,  'x438,  '  x  142,  *xl43, 
'  X  439,  ^  X  144,  ^  X  145,  '  x  146,  '  x  440,  *  x  454,  '  x  149. 
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invited  the  investigator  to  go  to  any  hotel.  She  said  that  she 
was  a  married  woman,  but  her  husband  was  away  until  3  A.  .M. 
She  "hustles"  on  the  streets  and  in  saloons. 

On   Jan.    12,    1914,   at   7   P.    M.,   the   investigator   saw   one 

woman,  apparently  twenty  years  of  age,  at  ^"  and  ■ 

Streets,  whom  he  believed  to  be  a  prostitute.     She  solicited  him 

to   go   to   a   furnished    room  '    on  ^^    Street   for   immoral 

purposes.    She  said  her  price  was  $1. 


"  X  455,  •  X  150,  "  X  441. 
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"One  has  but)  to  read  scientific  works  on  this  subject 
(segregation),  to  study  the  reports  of  international 
conferences  held  in  Europe,  and  to  hear  the  findings 
of  careful  investigators,  to  see  the  unreliability  and 
futility  of  such  a  system,  and  to  learri  of  its  failures 
as  a  permanent  institution  wherever  it  has  been  under- 
taken in  this  country  and  abroad." — Report  of  Vice 
Commission  of  CJiicago  ( ipii). 


DISORDERLY  FURNISHED  ROOM  HOUSES. 

Definition — A  disorderly  furnished  room  house  is  a  dwelling 
where  the  occupant  of  a  single  room  uses  that  room  for  immoral 
purposes. 

The  Committee  has  137  reports  on  112  ditlerent  furnished 
room  houses  at  definite  addresses  where  single  rooms  are  said  to 
be  used  for  immoral  purposes.  The  investigators  have  been 
actually  solicited  by  seventy-three  professional  prostitutes  tc 
accompany  them  to  sixty-three  of  these  rooms. ^  They  have  alsc 
counted  105  prostitutes  connected  with  these  houses. 

A  woman  investigator  has  called  at  a  large  number  of  these 
addresses,  and  talked  wath  landladies,  intimating  that  she  desired 
to  rent  rooms  with  privileges.  Her  reports  in  many  instances 
verify  the  facts  secured  by  the  men  investigators  that  the  rooms 
are  so  used. 

Soliciting  for  Furnished  Rooms — The  prostitutes  who  use 
furnished  rooms  for  immoral  purposes  solicit  in  rear  rooms  of 
saloons ;  railroad  stations ;  moving  picture  theatres ;  restaurants, 
and  on  the  street.  The  places  where  the  solicitations  are  most 
flagrant  are  the  saloons  and  on  the  streets. 

Bartenders,  waiters,  chauffeurs  and  cabmen  as  well  as 
"pimps"  for  the  women  endeavor  at  all  times  to  drum  up  trade  by 
directing  customers  to  different  women  or  definite  addresses. 

The  following  typical  instances  illustrates  these  conditions  :* 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

On  Dec.  29,  1913,  about  8:30  P.  M.,  the  investigator  was  in 

5.  saloon  on  ^   Street.     While  in  this  rear  room  he  was 

solicited  by  a  prostitute  -  to  go  to  a  furnished  room  house  on 

"    Street    for    immoral    purposes.      Her    price,    as    stated, 

was  $3. 

At  6  :30  P.  M.  on  Dec.  24,  1913,  a  prostitute  *  solicited  the 
investigator  in  a  saloon  ''  to  go  to  a  furnished  room  house  ^  for 
immoral  purposes.     She  said  her  price  was  $2. 

Between  the  hours  of  10  and  11  P.  M.  on  Dec.  29,  1913, 
a  prostitute  '  solicited  the  investigator  to  go  to  a  furnished  room. 


^  See  under  "Disorderly  Saloons" ;  also  under  "Street  Conditions." 
*  Note. — During  the  month  of  August.  1913,  the  investigators  were  soli- 
cited  to  go   to   nineteen   different    furnished   room   houses.      Some   of   these 
addresses   were   still   disorderly   during   December,   1913,   and   January,   1914, 
when  the  investigation  was  continued. 

'  X  7,  -  X  8,  '  X  9,  *  X  10,  '  X  11,  "  X  12,  '  x  13. 
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house  on ^  Street  for  immoral  purposes.     This  sohcitation 

occurred  in  a  saloon  on ■'  Street. 

At  3  P.  M.  on  Jan.  9,  1914,  the  investigator  was  in  a  saloon 

on ^°  Street.    A  prostitute  was  in  the  rear  room.^^    A  man 

who  was  in  this  room  ^-  told  the  investigator  that  he  could  use 
the  woman  in  the  hallway  or  rear  room  just  as  he  chose.  The 
woman  said  she  worked  in  a  department  store  ^"  during  the 
Christmas  rush,  and  now  was  peddling  perfumes,  etc.  She 
solicited  the  investigator  to  come  to  her  room  in  a  house  on 
—. "  Street. 

On  Dec.  3,  1913,  about  7  P.  ]\I.,  the  investigator  was  walk- 
ing through '    Street,   between   and   .      At 

frequent  intervals  he  was  solicited  by  eight  different  colored 
women  on  the  stoops  and  at  the  windows  of  certain  furnished 
room  houses  for  immoral  purposes.^ 

A  prostitute  on Street  solicited  an  investigator  at  11 

P.  3il.  on  Dec.  4,  1913,  to  go  to  a  furnished  room  house  on 
Street. 

It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  some  of  the  prostitutes  who 
solicit  for  furnished  rooms  evidently  do  so  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  landlady.     For  instance,  one  of  these  women  ^  who 

solicited  for  a  room  on  *  Street  said  that  they  must  be 

careful  when  going  into  the  house  as  she  did  not  want  to  be 
put  out. 

At  7  P.  AI.  on  Dec.  5,  1913,  a  street-walker  '^  solicited  the 

investigator  to  go  to  a  furnished  room  house  on  "  Street. 

The  apparent  age  of  this  woman  was  twenty-five  years.  She 
said  her  price  was  $2. 

Prices  of  Solicitors  for  Disorderly  Furnished  Rbom  Houses. 
— The  prices  charged  by  professional  prostitutes  who  solicit  for 
disorderly  furnished  room  houses  vary  from  fifty  cents  to  ^5. 
The  prevailing  prices  are  $1  and  $2. 

Prices  of  Rooms,  With  and  Without  Privileges. — It  is  gen- 
erally understood  that  professional  prostitutes  have  a  distinct 
understanding  with  the  landladies  of  various  furnished  room 
houses  as  to  the  nature  of  their  business.  In  fact,  in  certain 
instances,  they  state  that  they  must  pay  a  sum  in  excess  of  what 


'  X  14,  '  X  15.  '"  X  16,  "  X  17,   ^-  X  IS.  ''  x  19,  '*  x  20. 
X  442,  '  X  21,  '  X  22,  '  x  23,  '  x  24,  '  x  25,  "  x  26. 
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would  be  the  legitimate  daily  or  weekly  rate  for  the  privilege 
of  using  their  rooms  for  an  immoral  trade. 

On  Dec.  13,  1913,  about  8  P.  M.,  a  woman  investigator 
called  at  a  furnished  room  house  ^  and  talked  with  the  landlady. - 
This  woman  said  that  she  would  rent  a  furnished  room  with 
privileges.  The  price  would  be  $2  per  night,  or  if  more  than 
three  men  were  brought,  it  would  cost  $3  per  night. 

A  girl  ^  working  at  the  candy  counter  in  a  department 
store  *   told   the   woman    investigator   that    she    could    secure    a 

furnished   room   with   privileges   from   a   landlady  '-"   on   '^ 

Street.  This  woman  agreed  to  rent  a  side  room  with  privileges 
for  v$2  per  night,  if  no  more  than  three  men  were  brought  before 
1  A.  M.  After  that  hour  she  would  not  allow  men  to  enter 
with  her  woman  lodger,  because  she  had  to  be  very  careful. 
The  police,  she  said,  were  on  the  watch. 

About  5  P.  M.  on  Dec.  19,  1913,  the  woman  investigator 
visited  a  furnished  room  house  on  ^  Street.  The  land- 
lady is  a  woman  of  apparently  fifty  years  of  age,  black-haired, 
quite  deaf,  and  neatly  dressed.  The  investigator  pretended  to 
be  looking  for  a  room  where  she  could  have  privileges,  that  is, 
to  receive  men  visitors. 

"That  is  all  right,"  said  the  landlady,  "so  long  as  you  are 
quiet.  You  have  the  front  of  the  house,  no  matter  what  you 
do.  There  is  no  one  to  bother  you ;  you  can  come  and  go  as 
you  please." 

On  Dec.  22,  1913,  about  5  P.  M.,  the  woman  investigator 
called  at  a  furnished  room  house  on  ■ Street.  The  land- 
lady "  said  she  might  have  a  room  for  S3. 50  per  week.  "I  don't 
object  to  your  having  friends,"  she  said,  "but  I  do  object  to  them 
calling  late  at  night  or  remaining  over  night." 

In  practically  all  of  the  furnished  room  houses  visited  by 
the  woman  investigator,  posing  as  a  prostitute  looking  for  rooms 
in  which  to  conduct  an  immoral  business,  the  landladies  agreed, 
some  tacitly,  some  openly,  to  rent  such  rooms  with  privileges. 
In  the  majority  of  these  cases  the  addresses  visited  were  houses 
to  Avhich  street-walkers  had  solicited  the  men. 

On  Dec.  18,  1913,  a  prostitute  ^  informed  a  woman  investi- 
gator that  she  frequented   a  furnished  room  house  on 

Street. 


'  X  27,  '  X  28,  '  X  29,  '  x  30,  '  x  31,  '  x  32,  '  x  33,  '  x  34,  '  x  35,  '  x  36.  '  x  37. 
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"When  I  meet  a  stranger,"  said  this  woman,  "I  always  go 
.  there.    She  (the  landlady)  will  treat  you  right." 

At  7:45  P.  M.,  the  following  day,  the  investigator  visited 
this  house.  The  landlady '  said  that  ten  couples  had  rented 
her  rooms  that  day. 

On  Dec.  27 ,  1913,  about  8  P.  M.,  the  investigator  again 
visited  this  house.  The  landlady  said  business  had  been  dull 
that  week  because  the  women  had  been  buying  Christmas  pres- 
ents.    'T  haven't  taken  in  $15  all  week,"  she  said. 

On  Jan.  6,   1914,  this  landlady  declared  that  she  thought 

they  were  going  "to  raise in  Newark.    Things  look  funny." 

She  said,  "A  friend  of  mine,  a  cop,  told  me  to  be  very  careful  as 
to  who  I  let  in.  He  said  complaints  are  coming  in  thick  and 
fast — don't  know  where  they  are  coming  from — but  they  are 
straight;  there  is  a  funny  leak  somewhere.  The  men  are  all  on 
the  lookout.     I  felt  a  little  leary  last  week;  they  were  watching 

me.     I  told — *  and  the  rest  to  be  very  careful  coming  in 

and  out.  Then  I  had  several  looking  for  rooms.  I  turned  lots 
of  my  own  people  away,  afraid  to  let  them  in.  I  have  them  on~ 
the  lookout  for  me  and  if  anything  is  going  to  be  turned  off 
I'll  hear  of  it." 

About  7  P.  M.  on  Jan.  10,  1914,  the  investigator  again  saw 
this  landlady. 

"How  is  business,"  said  the  investigator,  "cops  still  on  to 
you?" 

"It   picked    up    the    last   two    days,"    replied   the    landlady. 

,  "What  do  you  think?     They  nabbed  - — ■    (mentioning  the 

name  of  a  man  fortune  teller).  They  tell  me  he  was  working 
overtime,  losing  business  himself,  using  no  cards,  only  bluffing 
it  through  by  telling  planet  stories.  Well,  I  do  carry  the  cards. 
If  I  got  into  trouble  I  would  go  to  jail." 

Five  couples  came  in  to  rent  rooms  while  the  investigator 
was  in  the  house  that  evening. 

On  Jan.  22,  1914,  this  landlady  told  the  woman  investigator 
that  she  had  taken  in  $14  on  couples  since  the  beginning  of  the 
week.    The  week  began  on  Jan.  19. 

On  Thursday,  Jan.  29,  1914,  according  to  the  daily  press, 
this  woman  was  arrested  by  the  police  on  the  charge  of  telling 
fortunes.  Several  others  of  her  kind  were  arrested  on  the  same 
date. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Committee  on  Furnished  Room  Houses  find,  after  a 
study  of  the  report  of  the  investigators  and  a  further  personal 
examination  on  the  part  of  some  of  its  members,  that  conditions 
among  these  constitute  both  a  grave  moral  menace  to  young  girls 
of  good  character  and  furnish  prostitutes  with  an  opportunity  to 
ply  their  trade  comparatively  unmolested. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  therefore,  and  also  that  it  is  under 
present  conditions,  an  impossibility  to  regulate  furnished  room 
houses  without  going  to  the  trouble  of  getting  detailed  evidence 
and  conducting  separate  investigations  in  each  case,  thereby 
necessitating  the  expenditure  of  much  time  and  money,  it  is 
recommended  that  an  ordinance  be  passed  providing  for  the 
licensing  (the  fee  practically  nominal)  of  all  houses  renting  one 
or  more  rooms,  thus  enabling  inspectors  to  visit  and  make 
examinations  of  houses  which  from  time  to  time  may  be  reported 
or  regarded  as  questionable. 


DISORDERLY  APARTMENTS. 

A  vigorous  investigation  was  conducted  to  determine 
whether  or  not  disorderly  conditions  existed  in  an  open  manner 
in  the  apartments  of  the  better  class  in  Newark.  All  the  meth- 
ods used  in  discovering  such  places  were  tried  but  without  much 
success.  The  women  who  do  use  apartments  to  any  extent  are 
known  as  "kept"  women,  that  is,  those  who  have  but  one  or 
perhaps  two  "friends"  who  pay  their  expenses.  Professional 
prostitutes  of  the  type  who  would  naturally  open  apartments 
undoubtedly  go  to  New  York. 

The  committee  has  fourteen  reports  on  thirteen  apartments 
at  different  addresses  where  immoral  conditions  are  known  or 
suspected  to  exist. 

The  following  are  typical  reports  on  these  apartments : 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

One  day  an  investigator  met  a  pimp  ^  who  had  a  woman  - 

in  an  apartment  on ^   Street.     He  was  directed  by  this 

pimp  to  call  upon  the  woman  in  the  apartment.  When  he 
entered  the  place  he  asked  the  woman  if  she  was  the  only  girl 
there. 

She  said,  "Yes,  I've  got  my  hands  full  staying  out  of  jail. 

This  of  a  housekeeper  of  mine  charges  me  S2  a  week 

more  for  these  rooms  than  anybody  would  pay  to  let  me  see 
friends.     She's  pious,  but  she  likes  the  two  extra  dollars." 

At  4  P.  M.  on  Dec.  6,  1913,  the  investigator  was  solicited 

by  a  man   in   front  of  an   apartment   house   on  *   Street. 

The  apartment  is  located  on  the  second  floor  front,  on  the  left 
hand  side.  He  secured  the  name  of  the  woman  who  is  conduct- 
ing this  place. ^ 

At  12  P.  M.  on  Dec.  3,  1913,  Avhile  the  investigator  was  in 
one  of  the  business  arcades  ^  he  was  solicite'd  by  a  woman  " 
to   go  to  her  apartment   in   a   five-story   red  brick  building  on 

®  Street.     Her  apartment  is  located  on  the  second  floor 

front.  The  woman  said  her  price  was  $2  and  that  that  night 
she  had  been  lucky  because  she  had  made  $5. 

At  6  P.  M.,  Jan  27.  1914,  the  woman  investigator  secured 
the  history  of  a  prostitute.^    During  the  conversation  this  woman 


X121,  =xl22,  'xl23,  "'xl24,   '  x  125,  "  x  126,  '  x  127,   '  x  128.    '  x  129. 
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said  that  she  receives  her  friends  whom  she  knows  intimately 
at  her  home,  giving  the  number  on Avenue. 

Again  at  10:30  P.  M.  on  Dec.  6,  1913,  this  same  investigator 
secured  the  history  of  a  prostitute  ^  who  lives  in  an  apartment 

house   on  *   Avenue.     This   woman   said,   "I    receive   my 

friends  there." 

Another  prostitute  ""'  was  seen  by  the  investigator  in  a  cafe 
on  ''  Street.  She  gave  her  home  address  on "  Ave- 
nue and  said.  "I  have  my  friends  call  at  this  address." 

'xl30,  'xl31,  ''xl32,  =xl33,  "  x  134,   '  x  135. 


One  of  the  most  disturbing  phases  of  the  present 
situation  in  MinneapoHs,  and  an  alarming-  social 
symptom,  is  the  large  number  of  young  girls  in  the 
streets  at  night  in  the  down-town  sections,  and  in  the 
business  districts  of  the  outlying  sections. 

The  growing  looseness  of  discipline  in  the  home,  a 
certain  measure  of  independence  of  the  authority  of 
parents,  due  to  the  fact  that  so  many  young  girls  are 
today  wage  earners,  the  enticements  of  the  public  dance 
hall  and  the  cheap  theater,  the  lure  of  the  automobile, 
and  finally  the  contagious  love  of  diversion  and  excite- 
ment that  seemingly  possesses  all  elements  of  society 
in  our  cities  today,  are  separately,  or  in  combination, 
ascribed  as  the  chief  reasons. — Minneapolis  Vice  Com- 
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HOTELS  AND  SALOONS. 

Definitions. — "A  disorderly  saloon  is  one  where  indecent 
acts  occur,  where  indecent  language  is  used  publicly,  where 
there  is  open  solicitation  for  immoral  purposes,  or  to  which 
known  and  habitual  prostitutes  resort." 

"Any  place  of  public  resort  in  which  illegal  practices  are 
habitually  carried  on,  or  where  it  become^  the  habitual  resort 
of  thieves,  drunkards,  prostitutes,  or  other  vile,  vicious  and  dis- 
orderly persons  who  gather  together  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying 
their  own  depraved  appetites,  or  to  make  it  a  rendezvous  where 
plans  may  be  concocted  for  depredations  upon  society,  and  to 
destroy  either  its  peace  or  its  rights  of  property,  is  a  public 
menace,  and  therefore  is  a  disorderly  house."  ( Williams,  30 
L  102). 

FACTS  REVEALED. 

1st.     Many  saloons  are  gathering  places  for  prostitutes. 

2nd.  Some  saloons  use  prostitutes  for  business  purposes, 
such  as  selling  liquors,  and  renting  rooms  for  immoral  purposes. 

3rd.  Proprietors,  bartenders,  waiters  and  entertainers  in 
certain  saloons  aid  in  securing  women  for  purposes  of  prostitu- 
tion. 

4th.  Much  of  the  solicitation  for  immoral  purposes  occurs 
in  the  back  rooms  of  saloons. 

5th.  Disorderly  saloons  are  frequented  by  panders,  cadets 
and  other  dissolute  and  vicious  men. 

6th.  The  reports  show  that  the  saloon  is  the  largest  con- 
tributing influence  to  immorality  and  the  business  of  prostitu- 
tion in  the  city  of  Newark.  The  investigators  found  prostitutes 
in  no  less  than  sixty-four  saloons,  and  in  lifty-four  saloons  they 
found  many  escorted  women,  the  conduct  of  whom  was  such  as 
to  arouse  suspicion. 

7th.  Disorderly  saloons  also  disobey  and  ignore  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  regarding  back  rooms  and  selling  to  minors, 
which  materially  contributes  to  vicious  conditions. 

8th.  During  the  period  of  investigation  forty-five  reports 
on  eighteen  different  hotels  in  Newark  were  received.  These 
reports  showed  that  these  hotels  are  used  for  immoral  purposes. 


DISORDERLY  HOTELS. 

Diirinj^  the  period  of  this  investigation  the  committee  has 
received  forty-five  reports  on  eighteen  different  hotels  in  New- 
ark where  professional  prostitutes  resort  with  their  customers. 
The  investigators  have  been  solicited  by  nineteen  of  these  women 
to  go  to  eighteen  different  addresses  for  immoral  purposes.^ 

In  addition  to  this  the  investigators  have  counted  twenty- 
two  women  whom  they  knew  to  be  professionals  entering  certain 
of  these  hotels  Avith  different  men,  or  loitering  in  the  vicinity  of 
these  resorts. 

Soliciting  for  Disorderly  Hotels. — The  soliciting  for  dis- 
orderly hotels  occurs  in  the  rear  rooms  of  saloons,  railroad 
stations,  restaurants,  and  on  the  street. 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

The  following  are  definite  instances  showing  accumulative 
evidence  against  certain  hotels.^ 

At  11  P.  M.  on  Dec.  2nd,  1913,  the  investigator  was  in  a 

saloon  on — -  Street.    He  observed  three  unescorted  women 

in  this  saloon,  all  of  Avhom  solicited  him  to  go  to  a  hotel  on  the 
same  street.^  One  of  these  women  gave  the  investigator  her 
name.* 

At  4   P.   M.   on   Dec.   5th,   1913,   another  investigator  was 

solicited  by  a  woman  on ®  Street  to  go  to  the  hotel  referred 

to  above.  The  woman  said  her  price  was  $2  and  the  charge 
for  the  room  was  SI. 

The  next  day,  or  Dec.  6th,   1913,  at  4:30  P.   M.,   another 

woman  solicited  the  same  investigator  on  the  corner  of  '^ 

and  Streets  to  go  to  this  hotel  for  immoral  purposes. 

She  gave  her  price  as  $1,  the  room  $1. 

A  third  investigator  was  in  the  saloon  connected  with  this 
same  hotel  on  Dec.  22nd,  1913,  at  12. P.  M.,  and  was  told  by  a 
man  ^  there  that  the  prostitutes  frequent  this  resort. 


^  For  the  purposes  of  this  investigation  it  was  not  necessary  to  actually 
accompany  the  prostitutes  to  the  hotels  and  register  in  order  to  prove  that 
they  could  be  admitted.  The  accumulative  character  of  the  evidence  that  this 
is  true  is  felt  to  be  sufficient  to  prove  to  the  mind  of  prudent  men  that  such 
is  the  case. 

^  During  the  month  of  August  the  investigators  reported  five  hotels  at 
different  addresses  which  were  frequented  by  prostitutes.  Some  of  these 
places  were  disorderly  during  December,  1913,  and  January,  1914. 
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"Can  you  get  a  room  upstairs  with  one  of  the  women?" 
asked  the  investigator. 

"§ure  thing,"  replied  the  man,  "any  time  you  want  to.  I've 
been  here  many  a  time." 

On  Dec.  17,  1913,  the  women  investigator  was  talking  to  a 
prostitute.^     "I   have  often  been  here  when   I   was  hustling  in 

"  (mentioning  a  saloon  on Street).    She  continued, 

"You  can  get  a  room  for  $2  all  night." 

On  Jan.  6,  1914,  at  8  :20  P.  M.,  the  same  woman  investigator 
met  a  professional  prostitute  in  the  saloon  connected  with  this 
hotel."  "I  use  this  place,"  said  the  woman,  "and  have  no  trouble. 
The  rooms  are  clean  and  they  charge  $1. 

Again  on  Jan.  14,  1914,  at  7:30  P.  M.,  the  woman  investigator 
met  another  professional  prostitute*  who  declared  that  she  uses 
this  hotel.     "It  is  quiet  and  near,"  she  said. 

The  same  investigator  who  was  in  the  saloon  connected 
with  this  hotel  on  Dec.  22,  1913,  at  12  P.  M.,  as  noted  above, 
again  visited  the  resort  at  10'  P.  J\I.  on  Jan.  13,  1914.  At  this 
hour  on  this  date  he  met  a  woman  in  the  saloon. "^  She  solicited 
him  to  go  to  a  room  in  the  same  hotel  for  immoral  purposes. 
Her  price,  she  said,  was  $3,  and  that  there  would  be  a  charge  of 
$2  for  a  room. 

The  above  accumulative  evidence  sworn  to  by  four  different 
investigators  on  different  dates  shows  quite  conclusively  that 
this  hotel  is  habitually  used  by  professional  prostitutes  for 
immoral  purposes. 

Another  hotel  situated  on Street  furnishes  a  further 

illustration  of  the  use  made  by  hotels  by  professional  prostitutes. 

At  5  :30  P.  M.  on  Dec.  4th,  1913,  the  investigator  was  in  a 

ditiing  room  of  a  saloon  on  "  Street.     AVhile  here  he  was 

solicited  by  a  prostitute  *  to  go  to  this  hotel  on Street. 

She  said  her  price  was  $2  and  the  room  could  be  secured  for  $1. 

Another  investigator  was  standing  near  this  hotel  at  12  P.  M. 
on  Dec.  3rd,  1913.  He  noticed  two  unescorted  women  loitering 
about  the  street  near  the  entrance.  One  of  these  women  ^  finally 
solicited  the  investigator  to  go  into  the  hotel  for  immoral  pur- 
poses.   Her  price,  she  said,  was  $2,  the  room  $1. 

At  10:30  P.  M.  on  Dec.  8th,  1913,  the  same  investigator  wd.'^ 
again  solicited  by  another  prostitute  to  go  upstairs  in  this  hotel 
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She  was  standing  in  the  doorway  of  the  resort  when  sohcited. 
Her  price,  she  said,  was  $2,  the  room  $1. 

On    Dec.    12th,    1913,    at   3 :30    P.    M.,   an    investigator   was 

solicited  by  a  professional  prostitute  on  ^  Place  to  go  to 

this  same  hotel.  She  was  a  woman  apparently  twenty-eight 
years  of  age.    She  said  $2  was  her  price  and  $1  extra  for  the  room. 

The  woman  investigator  met  a  prostitute  ^  about  4 :25 
P.  M.  on  Dec.  29th,  1913.  In  speaking  of  a  certain  hotel  -  this 
woman  said,  "I  often  walked  up  there  with  a  man.  It's  sort  of 
out  of  the  way,  nothing  swell,  but  it  answers  the  purpose." 

On  Dec.  19th,  1913,  another  prostitute,^  when  speaking  of 
the  hotel  referred  to,  said  to  the  woman  investigator,  "I  have 
used  this  hotel  more  than  once ;  we  pay  $2  for  all  night." 

Again  on  Dec.  27th,  1913,  about  6  P.  M.,  a  prostitute  *  said 
to  the  woman  investigator,  in  referring  to  this  hotel,  "I  go  there 
often ;  it  is  quiet  and  out  of  the  way." 

A  man  investigator  was  solicited  by  a  prostitute  "'  on "^ 

Street,  near ■,  to  go  to  this  hotel  for  immoral  purposes. 

The  woman  said  her  price  was  $3,  the  room  SI. 50. 

On  Jan.  17th,  1913,  at  8  P.  M.,  the  woman  investigator  was 
talking  to  a  prostitute.*'  In  referring  to  this  same  hotel,  the 
woman  said,  "I  use  this  place;  take  the  side  entrance.  It  looks 
dingy  from  the  outside,  but  the  rooms  are  not  bad." 
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DISORDERLY  SALOONS. 

The  investigators  have  made  245  reports  on  conditions  in 
ninety-three  saloons  at  different  addresses.  They  have  actually 
counted  534  unescorted  women,  many  of  whom  they  knew  to  be 
prostitutes  in  sixty-four  of  these  saloons.  They  have  also 
counted  677  escorted  women  in  fifty-four  saloons,  many  of 
whom,  by  their  actions,  conversation  and  general  bearing, 
appeared  to  be  prostitutes.  The  men  investigators  have  actually 
been  solicited  by  eighty-four  different  women  in  twenty-nine  of 
these  rear  rooms,  to  go  to  furnished  rooms  and  hotels,  and  apart- 
ments, for  immoral  purposes.'^ 

The  woman  investigator  has  talked  with  a  large  number  of 
these  women  and  secured  their  histories,  as  well  as  the  addresses 
of  furnished  room  houses  and  hotels  where  they  take  their 
customers. 

Fifteen  bartenders,  waiters,  musicians  and  loafers  in  these 
saloons  introduced  investigators  to  prostitutes  or  directed  them 
to  addresses  where  prostitutes  could  be  found. ^ 

Rebate  on  Drinks, — To  further  indicate  the  fact  that  the 
management  of  these  saloons  know  the  character  of  the  women 
who  frequent  them,  attention  is  called  to  the  following: 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

On  Jan.  22,  1914,  at  9:30  P.  M.,  an  investigator  was  in  a 
saloon  on  ^  Street.  He  was  with  a  man  -  who  had  for- 
merly been  a  bartender  and  waiter  in  Newark. 

The  former  waiter  and  another  individual  ^  of  the  same 
character  were  arguing  about  "phoney"  or  counterfeit  drinks 
given  to  prostitutes  who  solicit  in  the  different  saloons  of  New- 
ark. One  man  declared  that  ninety  out  of  every  100  drinks 
served  to  prostitutes  were  "phoney." 

The  other  man  said  that  the  drinks  served  were  soda  water 
and  plain  water  for  gin  and  ginger  ale  for  whisky,  but  his 
opponent  said  that  ginger  ale  was  not  served  as  whisky,  the 
preparation  used  to  give  the  drink  a  whisky  color  was  tea  or 
burnt  sugdr.  Ginger  ale  might  be  served  for  cocktails,  but  not 
for  whisky  straight. 

The  investigator  asked  if  it  was  a  common  thing  for  the 
fast  girls  to  get  commissions  on  the  drinks  they  persuaded  men 
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to  buy  in  the  rear  rooms.  Both  of  these  former  waiters  declared 
that  it  was  true. 

The  woman  investigator  was  in  a  cafe  on  *  Street  in 

company  with  a  man  investigator.  They  joined  a  prostitute  who 
was  seated  at  a  table  alone.  The  woman  investigator  asked  this 
prostitute  to  have  a  drink.  She  ordered  beer,  but  the  waiter 
brought  the  prostitute  a  fancy  drink.  The  investigator  then 
ordered  the  waiter  to  change  the  drink  to  beer,  but  the  prostitute 
urged  her  to  allow  it  to  remain  on  the  table.  Both  investigators 
believe  the  prostitutes  receive  rebates  or  some  concession  in 
this  saloon. 

On  Dec.  18,  1913,  about  10  P.  M.,  a  man  investigator  was 
in  this  same  saloon.  He  found  several  known  prostitutes  in  the 
rear  room,  who  were  openly  soliciting  customers  for  immoral 
purposes.     The  waiters  were  also  soliciting. 

When  the  prostitutes  first  enter  the  rear  room,  the  waiter 
brings  them  small  glasses  of  beer  for  which  they  do  not  pay. 
If,  however,  a  customer  sits  at  the  girl's  table,  she  immediately 
orders  some  fancy  drinks. 

During  the  visit  of  the  investigator  to  this  saloon  on  the 
date  given  above,  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  one  of  the 
waiters.^  This  waiter  asked  the  investigator  if  he  wanted  to 
meet  one  of  the  singers,  who  he  said,  "was  his  gal."  The 
investigator  said.  No,  that  he  had  one  of  his  own,  who  was  just 
coming  to  town,  and  asked  where  he  could  find  a  house  for  her 
to  sit  in. 

The  waiter  said  there  were  no  houses  in  town,  but  she  could 
sit  in  the  saloon  all  right.  "We  don't  charge  her  for  drinks ;  set 
them  up  free  of  charge.  That's  how  the  boss  beats  the  per- 
centage game.  If  she's  a  good  looker,  I  can  put  things  in  her 
way.    We  have  good  stock  down  here,  mostly  working  gals." 
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On  Dec.  4th,  1913,  about  8:45  P.  M.,  the  woman  investigator 

visited  a  cafe  -  on  ^  Street,  with  one  of  the  men  workers. 

They  saw  a  prostitute  seated  alone  at  a  table. 

Another  investigator  was  in  this  saloon  on  Dec.  6,  about 
9  P.  M.,  and  he  counted  six  unescorted  women,  who  he  was  posi- 
tive were  professional  prostitutes.     He  had  previously  seen  some 

of    these    women    in    saloons    on    ^    "    and   '^ 

Streets. 

Again  on  Dec.  11,  1913,  about  12:30  P.  M.,  the  investigator 
visited  this  same  saloon  with  a  man.^  "There  are  always  a  lot 
of  women  hanging  out  here,"  this  man  said.  Four  prostitutes 
were  sitting  at  a  table  in  the  rear  room  as  they  entered.  The 
man  greeted  three  of  the  women  by  name.'' 

The  conversation  which  followed  was  vulgar  in  the  extreme. 
One  of  the  women  made  no  secret  of  her  trade.  The  waiter  was 
very  familiar  with  the  girls  who  served  a  red-colored  drink, 
which  cost  fifteen  cents  each.  The  investigator  was  sure  that 
these  were  "phoney"  or  counterfeit  drinks. 

The  man  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  women.  They 
said  their  price  was  $6  for  both,  or  S3  each,  and  $1  for  the  room. 

On  Dec.  12,  about  10  P.  M.,  the  woman  investigator  found 
eight  women  in  this  same  saloon.  She  saw  the  prostitutes  solicit 
men,  go  out  with  them,  and  return  later  alone. 

At  10:30  P.  M.,  on  the  same  date,  a  man  investigator 
came  to  the  saloon  with  a  certain  person."  This  man  is  well 
known  in  the  cafe  and  introduced  the  investigator  to  the  player,^° 
and  pointed  out  four  girls  who  were  seated  at  tables,  saying 
they  Avere  prostitutes. 

The  man  said  that  two  policemen  were  in  this  saloon  the 
previous  Sunday  night  and  ran  two  girls,  about  sixteen  years  of 
age,  out  of  the  place. 

Another  man  investigator  was  in  this  saloon  about  8  P.  M. 
on  Jan.  10',  1914.  He  entered  into  conversation  with  a  waiter.^ 
This  waiter  urged  the  investigator  to  bring  his  supposed  "meal 
ticket"  to  this  cafe  to  solicit.  "We'll  let  her  hustle,"  he  said. 
■"Everybody  knows  what  goes  on  here ;  we  all  stand  in  right. 
You  know  there  are  a  bunch  of  young  clerks  who  come  in  here 
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and  they  blow  their  whole  salary.  We  let  the  girls  sop  up  all 
night  and  don't  charge  them  a  nickel. 

On  Jan.  9,  1914,  about  2  A.  M.,  an  investigator  again  visited 
this  saloon.  The  bartender  -  has  a  girl  who  "hustles"  in  this 
place,  so  the  investigator  was  informed.  The  name  of  the  prosti- 
tute present  at  this  time  was  secured.^ 

The  following  definite  reports  on  this  saloon  give  still 
further  evidence  as  to  its  character. 

On  Dec.  20th^  1913,  9  P.  M.,  an  investigator  counted  fifteen 
men  alone,  six  unescorted  and  twelve  escorted  women  here  at 
this  hour.  The  women  appeared  to  be  between  twenty  and 
thirty-five  years  of  age.  The  names  ^  of  three  are  known,  and 
they  are  prostitutes,  beyond  any  question. 

On  Dec.  21,  11  P.  M.  to  1:30  A.  M.,  there  were  eighteen 
men  and  six  unescorted  women  in  the  rear  room  at  this  time. 
Three  prostitutes  known  by  name  were  present.'^ 

At  10  P.  AI.,  on  Dec.  18th,  the  investigator  was  solicited  by 
three  prostitutes  in  this  saloon,  to  leave  for  immoral  purposes. 
He  asked  the  women  where  they  took  their  customers,  but  they 
refused  to  state.  A  waiter  ofirered  to  introduce  him  to  a  prosti- 
tute, then  in  the  rear  room. 

The  name  of  the  brewer  furnishing  the  beer  to  this  saloon 
is  displayed  on  the  sign.^ 

Another  saloon  on  "  Street  serves  as  an  illustration 

of  general  conditions  in  many  of  the  saloons  investigated. 

About  10  P.  ]\I.,  on  Dec.  6,  1913,  the  investigator  visited 
this  saloon.  There  were  about  ten  tables,  seating  four  persons 
each,  in  the  small  room ;  a  piano  on  a  raised  platform  was  at  the 
rear  of  this  room.  Four  girls  were  seated  with  men  at  the 
tables,  and  later  one  girl  came  in  alone.  From  the  conversation 
and  actions  of  the  girls,  the  investigator  was  convinced  that 
they  were  prostitutes.  He  was  the  only  stranger  present  and 
was  not  approached  by  any  of  the  women.  The  proprietor  intro- 
duced the  girl  who  came  in  alone,  in  a  joking  manner,  as  his 
wife.    There  were  several  pictures  of  nude  women  on  the  walls.* 

At  IIP.  M.  on  Dec.  18th,  1913,  another  investigator  visited 
this  saloon.  He  counted  five  prostitutes  sitting  alone  at  the 
tables.  He  had  seen  the  same  women  in  the  rear  rooms  of  other 
saloons.     As  he  approached  a  table,  and  was  about  to  sit  down, 
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one  of  the  prostitutes  pulled  the  chair  aside  and  asked  him  to  sit 
at  the  table  with  her.  He  did  so  and  in  a  few  moments  she 
invited  him  to  accompany  her  to  a  furnished  room  house  on. 
• ^  Street  for  immoral  purposes. 

On  Dec.  27,  1913,  about  9  P.  M.,  the  woman  investigator 
visited  this  saloon  with  a  prostitute.  She  counted  three  un- 
escorted women  present.  The  woman  who  came  with  the 
investigator  spoke  to  one  of  the  prostitutes.^  This  prostitute 
takes  her  men  to  a  restaurant  on Street.  The  investi- 
gator was  informed  that  the  prostitutes  who  frequent  this  saloon 
receive  a  rebate  of  fifteen  cents  on  a  dollar  on  their  sale  of  beer, 
and  twenty-five  cents  on  liquor. 

On  Dec.  29,  1913,  about  8  :30  P.  M.,  the  investigator  counted 
five  men,  two  unescorted  and  two  escorted  women  in  the  rear 
room.     One  of  these  women  *  solicited  the  investigator  to  go  to 

a  furnished  room  house  on ^  Street  for  immoral  purposes ; 

price  $5.  The  bartender  offered  to  introduce  him  to  "something 
nice"  in  the  rear  room. 

The  following  description  of  conditions  surrounding  a  cer- 
tain saloon  reveals  some  insight  into  the  attitude  of  the  proprietor 
to  the  law.     This  resort  is  situated  on  "^  Street. 

On  Dec.  3,  1913,  about  5  :30  P.  M.,  one  woman  and  one  man 
investigator  visited  this  saloon  and  talked  with  the  proprietor. 

"I  have  lifted  the  law  against  women  coming  in  alone,"  said 
this  man,  "so  long  as  they  behave  themselves ;  they  have  taken 
the  liquor  out  entirely  on  Sunday ;  we  are  permitted  to  run  the 
restaurant,  but  not  drink.  That  drives  so  many  to  New  York. 
We  liquor  men  have  formed  a  body  and  are  trying  to  get  the 
liquor  board  and  the  societies  to  meet  us  and  form  some  plan 
which  will  be  agreeable  to  all  parties  concerned.  I  believe  if 
some  fellows  will  not  conform  to  the  laws,  revoke  their  licenses, 
and  let  men  have  licenses  who  will. 

"Every  time  there  is  a  change  in  politics  or  a  reform  wave, 
it  hits  the  saloon.  Last  summer  the  church  crowds  were  after 
us.    This  will  wear  ofif,  if  we  take  it  quietly." 

While  the  investigators  were  talking  to  this  proprietor,  two 
unescorted  women  whom  they  believed  to  be  regular  prostitutes 
entered  the  saloon. 


^  See  under   "Disorderly   Furnished   Room    Houses,"   '  x  79,   "  x  80,    *  See 
under  "Obscene  Pictures  and  Photographs,"  'x81. 
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At  IIP.  M.  that  night,  the  man  investigator  returned  to  this 
saloon.  He  counted  seven  men,  five  unescorted  and  eleven 
escorted  Avomen  in  the  rear  room.  One  of  these  women  ^  was 
introduced  to  the  investigator  by  a  waiter.  During  his  stay  in 
this  place,  three  different  women  solicited  him  to  go  to  a  certain 

hotel  on  Street  for  immoral  purposes ;  -  price  of  woman, 

$3  ;  of  room,  $1. 

At  10  :20  P.  M.  the  next  day,  a  woman  investigator  visitfed 
the  saloon,  accompanied  by  a  man  worker.  She  recognized  one 
of  the  women  entertainers  who  formerly  sang  in  a  notorious 
cafe  in  New  York  City.    Two  women  sat  alone  at  a  table. 

About  9:30  P.  M.,  on  Dec.  13,  another  woman  investigator 
visited  this  saloon.  She  found  a  young  girl  seated  at  one  of  the 
tables  alone.  The  girl  was  waiting  for  a  man.  She  said  she 
came  here  every  Saturday  night  to  meet  this  man  who  lived  in 
a  neighboring  town.  "He  is  the  only  man  I  see,"  said  the  girl, 
"and  then  he  gives  me  $10  for  the  night."  They  go  to  a  hotel 
on ^  Street. 

This  girl  came  to  Newark  three  years  ago  to  work  in  a  mill  * 
but  did  not  make  much  money,  so  she  flirted  with  this  man  who 
took  her  out  and  has  done  so  ever  since.  About  11  P.  M.  the 
girl  left  the  saloon,  as  the  man  did  not  keep  his  appointment. 

On  Dec.  19,  the  woman  investigator  learned  that  the  pro- 
prietor of  this  saloon  had  started  a  sort  of  a  lottery,  or  drawing 
for  prizes,  such  as  watches,  cuff"  buttons,  and  lockets.  This 
drawing  takes  place  at  1 :30  A.  M.,  in  order  to  hold  the  crowd. 
On  Jan.  2,  the  wife  of  the  proprietor  said  that  some  one  had 
made  a  complaint  to  the  authorities  because  of  these  drawings. 
"Some  people  are  jealous  of  us,"  she  said. 

At  9:30  P.  M.,  on  Dec.  13,  1913,  there  were  four  unescorted 
women  in  this  saloon. 

On  Dec.  12,  1913,  at  11  P.  ^I.,  a  man  investigator  entered 
this  cafe.  He  counted  twenty-four  men  and  eight  escorted  and 
three  unescorted  women  in  the  rear  room.  A  man  ^  who  accom- 
panied the  investigator  to  this  place  knew  two  of  the  unescorted 
women,  and  said  they  were  professional  prostitutes. 

At  12:15  A.  M.  on  Dec.  15,  1913,  there  were  twenty-one 
men,   three  unescorted  and  eight  escorted  women   in  the   rear 
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room.  This  was  early  ]\Ionday  morning.  The  cabaret  show 
started  on  the  stroke  of  12  midnight. 

One  more  illustration  must  be  given  to  show,  among  other 
things,  the  sale  of  liquor  in  certain  saloons  on  Sunday. 

One  day  the  proprietor  -  of  this  saloon  '  said  to  the  investi- 
gator, "T  have  several  girls  come  here  and  they  are  all  right  as 
far  as  I  know.  I  don't  haA'e  tough  ones,  but  you  can't  tell  what 
any  of  them  might  do.  It's  just  as  well  to  watch  out  when  you 
are  with  any  of  them." 

About  IIP.  M.  on  Dec.  6,  1913,  the  investigator  was  talking 
with  this  proprietor. 

"Come  around  to-morrow  (Sunday)  and  help  me  tend  bar," 
he  said.  "We  are  open  all  day  Sunday.  Just  come  in  the  side 
door,  and  if  you  have  any  friends  that  want  a  drink,  bring  them 
along." 

The  next  day,  Dec.  7th,  about  8  P.  M.,  the  investigator 
returned  to  this  saloon.  He  found  the  bar  room  well  filled  with 
men  drinking.  The  proprietor  was  tending  bar  and  a  fellow  who 
is  porter  and  waiter  was  helping  him.  There  was  only  one 
light.  Tables  and  boxes  were  piled  against  the  front  door  to 
shut  off  the  view  from  the  street.  The  proprietor  was  continually 
cautioning  the  noisy  men  to  keep  quiet.  "You  know  this  is 
Sunday  night,"  he  said. 

A  woman  was  in  the  rear  room  and  was  introduced  to  the 
investigator  by  the  proprietor.     The  woman  said  to  him,  "How 

is  it  you  can  keep  open  Sunday  and can't?"  (mentioning 

another  saloon). 

"Oh,  I  don't  know,"  he  said,  as  he  smiled  at  the  investigator. 
"I  guess  he  could  open  if  he  wanted  to.  At  12  o'clock  we  will 
open  wide,  light  up  and  open  the  front  door." 

The  following  Sunday,  or  Dec.  14,  1913,  the  investigator 
again  purchased  drinks  in  this  saloon. 

At  1  :30  A.  M.  on  Dec.  22,  1913,  which  was  on  Monday,  the 
investigator  was  in  this  saloon  in  company  of  two  men.-  Soon 
a  rap  was  heard  on  the  door  and  the  investigator  saw  a  police- 
man with  a  gold  shield  on  his  helmet,  looking  over  the  curtain. 
The  bartender  ^  also  saw  the  officer  and  put  his  finger  to  his 
mouth  as  though  he  was  smoking.  The  officer  nodded  and  the 
bartender  took  a  ten-cent  cigar,  wrapped  in  paper,  out  of  a  box, 
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and  handed  it  to  one  of  the  men,  saying,  "Here,  give  this  to 
him." 

This  man  opened  the  door  and  handed  the  officer  the  cigar. 
The  investigator  stepped  back  and  saw  that  the  officer  was  a 
sergeant. 

After  the  officer  had  gone  the  investigator  said,  "Who's  the 
cop?" 

The  man  replied,  "That  was  the  roundsman  or  sergeant, 
we  call  him." 

About  ten  minutes  later,  another  police  officer  came  to  the 
door  and  he  was  given  a  cigar. 

"That's  just  a  little  petty  graft,"  said  the  man  who  handed 
out  the  cigar. 

"He's  a  good  fellow,"  said  the  bartender. 

Later  on,  when  the  investigator  and  one  of  his  acquaintances 
left  the  saloon,  they  saw  this  last  officer  on  the  street,  and  the 
investigator  noted  his  number." 

The  two  men  then  went  into  a  lunch  room ;  ^  while  in  there, 
this  officer  entered,  took  off  his  coat  and  had  lunch.  The  investi- 
gator again  saw  his  number. 

'  X  96,  "^  X  97. 


RECOMMENDATIONS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

1st.  A  consideration  of  the  wisdom  of  the  enactment  of 
an  ordinance  providing  that  the  name  of  the  owner  of  any 
building  used  in  whole  or  in  part  as  a  hotel,  rooming  house, 
lodging  house,  saloon,  etc.,  must  be  posted  on  a  conspicuous 
part  of  the  building. 

2nd.  The  registration  of  all  owners  of  property  used  for 
saloon  and  hotel  purposes,  and  of  all  who  own  licenses  and 
transfers,  this  registration  to  be  a  matter  of  public  record. 

3rd.  The  enactment  of  a  law  similar  to  the  "Iowa  Abate- 
ment Law,"  which  law  makes  it  possible  for  any  individual  to 
bring  proceedings  against  property  owners  whose  property  is 
being  used  for  unlawful  purposes. 

4th.  The  enactment  of  a  law  providing  for  regular  inspec- 
tion of  all  saloons  and  hotels  by  properly  designated  inspectors 
without  having  to  secure  a  warrant.  This  inspection  should  be 
made  possible  at  all  times. 

5th.  The  strict  and  persistent  enforcement  of  the  law, 
especially  in  regard  to  back  rooms  and  the  harboring  of  prosti- 
tutes. 

6th.  The  enactment  of  a  law  which  would  inflict  the  loss 
of  license  upon  any  saloon  or  hotel  for  using  prostitutes  in 
promoting  the  sale  of  liquor  or  for  any  immoral  purpose. 

7th.  The  immediate  responsibility  for  the  disorderly  saloon 
rests  with  the  proprietor,  the  owner  of  the  property,  the  brewer 
furnishing  the  beer,  and  the  police.  Any  one  of  these  could 
abate  the  evil.    TheV  are  ureed  to  do  it. 


"THE  BARBARY  COAST.' 
Social  Evil  Conditions  Among  the  Negroes. 

One  of  the  most  notorious  saloons  in  Newark  is  situated  on 
— ^   Street.      It   is   in   a   section   of   the   city   known   as   the 


"Coast.''  This  section  has  long  been  one  of  the  disorderly  spots 
of  the  cit}^  and  many  of  the  citizens  know  its  reputation. 

On  Jan.  3,  1914,  about  7 :30  P.  M.,  a  man  *  escorted  the 
investigator  to  the  saloon  referred  to.  The  bar  room  was 
crowded  with  white  and  colored  men  and  several  colored  girls. 
Colored  musicians  furnished  entertainment. 

The  man  appeared  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  colored 
girls  and  introduced  the  investigator  to  three  of  them.  These 
young  girls  stood  at  the  bar  and  drank  with  the  men. 

One  girl  ^  was  most  disgusting  and  vile  in  talk  and  actions. 
She   openly   solicited   the   investigator  to   accompany   her   to   a 

furnished  room  house  on ^  Street  (she  would  not  give  the 

number)  or  any  place — the  alley,  for  instance.  Her  price,  she 
said,  was  fifty  cents.  She  appeared  to  be  about  nineteen  years 
of  age.  The  investigator  remarked  that  she  had  a  fine  head  of 
hair,  Avhereupon  the  son  of  the  proprietor  ''  said  that  the  "fine 
head  of  hair"  was  a  wig.  -Seven  of  the  nine  girls  present,  he 
declared,  had  wigs. 

Another  girl  '^  repeatedly  solicited  the  investigator  to  go  to 

a    room    on   ^    Street   for   immoral   purposes.      When    he 

refused,  she  asked  him  to  come  to  the  saloon  any  afternoon  and 
she  would  take  him  to  a  better  place  than  ''those  rooms  on 
Street"  as  she  put  it. 

The  investigator  finally  inquired  of  the  prostitute  how  it 
was  that  the  girls  were  allowed  in  the  bar  rooms,  as  he  had  heard 
the  police  had  orders  to  keep  them  out. 

"Oh,  that  didn't  last,"  she  replied.  "It  didn't  amount  to 
anything." 

The  investigator  then  asked  the  son  of  the  proprietor  about 
the  police  and  the  son  said,  "The  police  don't  bother  us  about 
having  girls  here."  Another  son  of  the  proprietor,  a  boy  about 
nineteen  years  of  age,  is  one  of  the  bartenders. 

It  is  said  that  the  young  colored  prostitutes  in  this  saloon 
are  expert  pickpockets,  and  agree  to  do  the  lowest  acts  of  per- 
version in  order  to  rob  the  customer  who  accepts  their  solicita- 
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tions.  They  are  especially  active  in  approaching  white  men  who 
enter  the  saloon.  i 

At  8:30  P.  M.,  on  Dec.  18,  1913,  the  investigator  was  in  this 
same  saloon.  He  counted  three  men,  and  four  unescorted  and 
two  escorted  women  on  the  premises.  Three  of  these  prostitutes 
solicited  the  investigator  to  go  to  a  hallway  for  immoral  pur- 
poses. 

At  8  P.  M.  on  Dec.  3,  1913,  there  were  fifteen  colored  men, 
three  white  men  and  five  unescorted  colored  women  in  this 
saloon.     Two  of  these  women  solicited  the  investigator  to  go  to 

furnished  rooms  on ^  Street,  for  immoral  purposes.     Price 

fifty  cents.    They  would  not  give  the  numbers  of  the  houses. 

At  10  P.  M.  on  Jan.  10,  1914,  twelve  men  and  nine  unescorted 
women  were  counted  in  this  saloon.  Three  of  the  women 
solicited   the   investigator   to   go  to  furnished   room   houses   on 

^  and Streets,  for  immoral  purposes ;  prices,  fifty 

cents. 

This  accumulati^'e  evidence  shows  the  character  of  the 
saloon  described  above. 

The  name  of  the  beer  served  in  this  saloon  is  displayed  on 
a  sign.- 

On  Dec.  3,  1913.  about  IIP.  M.,  the  investigator  visited  a 

saloon  on "  Street.     This  resort  is  owned  by  a  white  man, 

but  caters  to  colored  persons.  Colored  women  enter  by  the 
front  door  and  stand  at  the  bar,  being  served  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  men.  These  men  and  women  were  seen  to  indulge  in 
suggestive  dances  on  the  floor  of  the  bar  room.  The  investi- 
gator was  the  only  white  man  in  the  room  and  the  bartender 
asked  him  if  he  wanted  to  be  introduced  to  any  of  the  colored 
girls,  saying,  "Say,  brother,  Pll  fi_x  you  up  with  a  nice  black 
girl.     You  needn't  be  afraid ;  Fll  see  that  you're  taken  care  of." 

While  the  investigator  was  in  this  bar  room,  three  white 
men  entered,  and,  after  drinking  with  three  colored  women, 
accompanied  them  to  rooms  upstairs.  He  learned  that  these 
rooms,  while  unfurnished,  are  used  for  immoral  purposes. 

On    this    same    date,    about    11:30    P.    M.,    the    investigator 

visited  a  saloon  on  ^  Street.     Women  entered  the  front 

door  and  drank  at  the  bar  with  the  men.     A  cornet  and  piano 
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were  used  to  furnish  entertainment.  The  women  danced  in  a 
very  suggestive  manner.  One  colored  woman  -  danced  in  an 
especial  vulgar  and  obscene  manner,  raising  her  skirts  at  inter- 
vals and  exposing  herself.  While  in  this  saloon  the  investigator 
saw  four  couples  leave  by  the  side  door  and  go  to  rooms  over 
the  saloon.  The  bartender  told  him  that  if  he  wanted  a  nice 
black  girl  he  could  "fix  it  up."  He  suggested  that  the  investi- 
gator go  to  a  furnished  room  house  ■'  nearby  and  ask  for  a 
certain  girl.^  "She  is  my  gal,"  said  the  bartender.  "She'll  treat 
you  right.    Tell  her  I  sent  you." 

This  bartender  •'  is  apparently  thirty-five  years  of  age, 
heavily  built  and  has  light  hair.  He  had  a  loaded  revolver  and 
said  that  while  a  colored  detective  is  detailed  in  front  of  the  door 
he  never  bothers.    He  only  keeps  the  men  and  women  moving. 

When  leaving  this  cafe,  the  investigator  noticed  a  side  door 
which  he  thought  led  to  the  street.  As  he  opened  this  door  he 
saw  a  colored  woman  and  a  white  man  in  the  hallway  performing 
an  indecent  and  degenerate  act.  The  stairs  in  this  hallway  led 
to  rooms  upstairs. 

On  Jan.  8,  1914,  about  5  :30  P.  J\I.,  the  investigator  counted 

ten  women  about  the  corner  of ^  and Streets  whom 

he  believed  to  be  prostitutes.  All  of  these  women  stopped  men. 
Three  of  the  women  solicited  the  investigator  to  go  to  a  small 

one-story  wooden   shack  on Street.     At  the  corner  of 

''■   and   Streets   the   investigator   found   the    street 

crowded  with  colored  women  and  about  twenty  white  men. 
The  women  called  to  the  men  and  used  very  vile  and  indecent 
language.     The  investigator  noticed  that  the  opposite  corner  of 

*  Street  was  crowded  with  men  and  women  passing  by, 

who  stopped  to  see  the  sights.  The  investigator  did  not  see  an 
officer  on  the  street  for  about  one  hour. 

On  Jan.  20,  1914,  at  7  P.  AL,  the  investigator,  accompanied 

by  a  man  of  his  acquaintance,"  walked  through  ■ ''  Street, 

thence  to -,  through  *  to  *^  Street.     This  man 

appeared  to  know  all  the  colored  prostitutes  he  met  on  the 
streets  and  called  them  by  name  as  he  passed.  He  said,  "About 
every  house  along  here  is  a  nigger  dive,  and  these  girls  standing 
on  the  streets  are  all  prostitutes  waiting  to  pick  up  fellows." 
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At  the  corner  of ^  and Streets  the  investigator 

counted  seven  young  colored  prostitutes  soHciting,  and  near  the 
corner  stood  a  young  girl  with  her  arms  about  the  neck  of  a 
white  man  about  forty-five  years  of  age.  As  the  two  men  passed 
this  couple  they  heard  her  say  distinctly,  "Come  on,  dearie; 
come  on  in  the  house,"  the  rest  of  her  language  being  unprint- 
able.    Nearby  were  two  other  girls,  accompanied  by  two  white 

men,  and  across Street  were  three  young  fellows  standing 

looking  at  the  girls. 

While  talking  with  a  citizen  of  Newark  one  night,  this  man 

said,  ■'!  went  to  the  ^  Theatre  last  night  to  see  the  play 

called  'Damaged  Goods/  which  shows  the  results  of  disease, 
and  if  these  fellows  that  go  with  those  black  prostitutes  on  the 
'Coast'  could  see  that  show  there  wouldn't  be  any  'Coast.'  They 
ought  to  clean  it  out,  anyway." 
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Sources  of  Supply 


The  legal  suppression  of  street  solicitation  would 
not  only  protect  girls,  but  would  enormously  minimize 
the  risk  and  temptation  to  boys.  The  entire  system 
of  recruiting  for  commercialized  vice  is  largely  de- 
pendent upon  boys  who  are  scarcely  less  the  victims  of 
the  system  than  are  the  girls  themselves. — Jane 
Addams  in  "A  New  Conscience  and  An  Ancient  Evil" 
(1912). 


SOURCES  OF  SUPPLY. 
"Charity"  Girls. 

One  of  the  most  important  results  from  the  present  investi- 
gation of  social  evil  conditions  in  Newark  is  the  discovery  of  a 
large  group  of  young  girls  v^ho  are  in  great  danger  of  becoming 
the  professional  prostitutes  of  the  future.  These  girls  are  eager 
for  excitement  and  the  company  of  men.  They  loiter  about  the 
streets,  usually  in  pairs,  and  flirt  with  strangers.  They  frequent 
some  of  the  cafes  and  rear  rooms  of  saloons  to  listen  to  the 
music  and  form  acquaintances  with  men.  They  are  weak, 
frivolous  and  often  eager  to  hear  obscene  stories  and  look  at 
vulgar  and  indecent  pictures.  Their  language  is  often  bold  and 
suggestive,  leaving  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  their  male  com- 
panions as  to  their  willingness  to  perform  immoral  acts,  not 
for  money,  as  the  professionals  do,  but  for  pleasure  and  in  return 
for  amusements  offered  them.^ 

The  investigator  assigned  to  this  task  was  given  definite 
instructions  not  to  be  the  one  to  make  the  advances.  He  was 
warned  not  to  approach  any  girl  unless  she  gave  him  certain 
encouragement.  Following  this  method,  the  investigator  talked 
with  girls  in  Newark,  many  of  whom  indicated  by  their  actions 
and  conversation  that  they  were  immoral  and  others  that  they 
were  in  great  danger  of  becoming  so.  Some  of  these  girls  wrote 
their  own  names  and  addresses  on  slips  of  paper  for  the  investi- 
gator or  sent  him  letters  making  appointments.^ 

Occupations  of  "Charity"  Girls. — These  girls  are  employed 
in  department  stores,  factories,  as  dressmakers,  stenographers, 
and  telephone  operators.  Some  live  at  home  and  do  not  work. 
One  girl  wrote  a  letter  in  which  she  spoke  of  being  late  to  school 
one  night.  She  is  evidently  a  student  in  some  business  college 
which  conducts  evening  sessions. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  selected  number  of  reports 
on  these  girls  illustrate  the  dangers  they  are  in  and  their  immoral 
tendencies : 


^  By  doing  this  these  girls  have  been  termed  "charity,"  a  term  which 
originated  in  the  underworld  and  is  used  in  a  spirit  of  derision  by  profes- 
sionals, who  declare  that  such  girls  hurt  their  business. 

^  The  Committee  has  on  file  the  names  of  over  fifty  such  girls,  the 
letters  written  to  the  investigators  by  many  of  these,  their  home  addresses 
and  places  of  employment. 


TYPICAL  CASES. 

Aug.  2,  1913—11  P.  M.-12  P.  M. 

While  the  investigator  was  in  the  jjenny  arcade  at  ^ 

Park,  he  met  a  girl.  The  investigator  had  been  looking  into  the 
picture  machines,  the  suggestive  titles  having  attracted  his 
attention.  This  girl  stood  next  to  the  investigator  and  as  he 
was  about  to  pass  she  said,  "If  you  want  to  see  something  hot 
take  a  look  at  that  one." 

The  investigator  looked  at  the  picture  and  found  it  highly 
suggestive. 

When  the  investigator  had  finished  she  asked  how  he  had 
liked  it. 

The  investigator  said  that  it  was  rather  good  and  asked 
her  if  she  liked  that  sort  of  picture. 

She  said,  "That  stuff  always  looks  good  to  me." 

As  the  investigator  started  to  leave  the  arcade  she  said, 
"You're  not  going  to  run  away,  are  you?" 

The  investigator  replied  that  he  would  stay  if  she  wished. 

She  then  said,  "Stick  around ;  something  is  liable  to  come 
off." 

The  investigator  inquired  as  to  what  she  meant. 

All  she  would  say  was,  "We  don't  know  each  other  long 
enough  for  me  to  tell  you.    You  must  guess  those  things." 

She  and  the  investigator  walked  about  the  park  together 
and  there  did  not  seem  to  be  a  person  whom  this  girl  did  not 
pass  some  suggestive  or  smutty  remark  about,  either  ridiculing 
their  dress  or  walk.  As  a  girl,  apparently  sixteen  years  of  age, 
passed,  she  said  to  the  investigator,  "See  that  kid?  She  always 
picks  out  old  men  to  stay  with  her ;  no  young  fellows  for  her." 

The  investigator  asked  her  how  she  knew  that. 

The  girl  replied,  "I  always  see  her  down  here.  It's  the 
young  fellows  for  mine  every  time." 

The  girl  then  suggested  that  they  take  a  ride  in  the  Ferris 
wheel,  which  they  did.  While  in  the  wheel,  she  requested  the 
investigator  to  put  his  arm  about  her  waist,  and  kept  continually 
saying,  "Squeeze  me,  kid." 

Occasionally  the  investigator  had  to  caution  her  in  regard 
to  her  actions. 
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When  they  left  the  wheel  the  investigator  asked  her  what 
was  the  cause  of  her  acting  in  that  unladylike  manner. 

All  she  would  say  was,  "I'm  a  hot  baby." 

About  12  o'clock,  when  they  left  the  park,  she  said,  "Gee, 
I  wish  it  was  not  so  late ;  we  could  go  to  some  place  and  have  a 
swell  time.     I'm  just  tuned  up  to-night,  too,  believe  me." 

The  investigator  told  her  that  if  they  could  go  to  any  place 
he  would  not  go  as  he  didn't  care  for  anything  like  that  this 
evening. 

She  then  suggested  that  he  meet  her  on  the  following 
evening. 

The  investigator  said  he  would  be  unable  to  meet  her  then, 
but  would  write  her  and  let  her  know  just  what  night  he  would 
be  at  liberty. 

She  said,  "That's  the  bull.  I  saw  you  talking  to  a  girl  I  know 
over  there.     I  suppose  you  gave  her  the  same  thing." 

After  assuring  the  girl  that  he  would  write  to  her,  she  gave 
the  investigator  her  name  and  address  in  her  own  handwriting 
as \. Avenue,  Newark,  N.  J. 

This  girl  is  positively  "charity."    She  is  but  seventeen  years 
of  age  and  also  uneducated.     She  does  not  go  to  business,  but 
helps  her  mother  with  the  house  work,  as  she  said  that  there  iS;^- 
a  large  family  to  be   taken   care  of  and  plenty  of  work  for  a 
dozen. 

Aug.  5,  1913—12  P.  M. 

While  the  investisfator  was  on  the  excursion  boat  ^ 


he  noticed  a  girl  who  was  accompanied  by  two  young  men. 
They  were  seated  but  a  few  paces  from  the  investigator.  The 
girl  was  surely  not  over  seventeen  years  of  age  and  was  dressed 
in  a  very  stylish  manner.  She  wore  a  bright  red  coat  and  white 
skirt  that  scarcely  reached  below  the  calves  of  her  legs.  The 
investigator  watched  this  trio  for  fully  one  hour. 

The  fellows  had  their  arms  about  the  girl's  waist  and  every 
now  and  then  would  embrace  her.  During  that  period  the  girl 
was  continually  turning  her  head  and  smiling  at  the  investigator. 
Finally  she  motioned  that  the  investigator  go  below  and  she 
would  follow. 

The  investigator  went  down  stairs  and  stood  in  front  of  the 
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ladies'  retiring  room.  Not  more  than  two  minutes  had  elapsed 
when  the  girl  appeared.     In  a  hurried  manner  she  handed  the 

investigator  a  slip  of  paper  bearing  the  name  -,  ^ 

Street,  and  said,  "Won't  you  meet  me  Thursday  evening  at  8 
o'clock  in  front  of  my  home?" 

The  investigator  said  he  would. 

She  further  said,  "I  didn't  think  I'd  be  able  to  sneak  away 
from  them.  I  told  them  I  had  to  go  to  the  ladies'  room.  Don't 
forget  now,  8  o'clock  Thursday. 

The  girl  then  returned  to  her  escorts. 

Aug.  7,  1913—8-12  P.  M. 

The  investigator  met  the  girl  mentioned  above,  \  as 

by  appointment.  Immediately  upon  their  meeting  she  suggested 
that  they  go  to  a  motion  picture  house  and  spend  a  couple  of 
hours  there.  She  said,  "That's  the  only  place  I  know  of  in  this 
town.  I'll  be  glad  when  I  get  away  from  Newark.  I've  only 
been  here  three  months  and  it  seems  like  three  years.  I  lived  in 
Philadelphia  before  I  came  here  and,  believe  me,  it's  one  live 
town.     In  November  we're  going  to  move  to  Baltimore." 

The  investigator  asked  the  girl  what  was  her  parents'  object 
in  traveling  about  so  much. 

She  replied,  "My  step-father  works  for  the and  he's 

always  getting  transferred.  lie's  getting  a  pass  and  we  are  all 
going  to  Philadelphia  and  stay  from  Saturday  till  Monday." 

The  investigator  asked  the  girl  why  she  passed  him  the  note 
while  they  were  on  the  excursion  boat. 

She  said,  "You  just  looked  good  to  me,  that's  all.  Besides, 
the  fellow  I  was  with  was  an  awful  boob.  He  was  looking  for 
something  and  was  afraid  to  ask.     I  was  praying  he  would." 

The  investigator  then  asked  the  girl  what  her  mother  said 
when  she  returned  home  so  late. 

She  replied,  "It  was  2  o'clock,  but  my  mother  never  says 
anything.    I  can  stay  out  as  long  as  I  wish." 

After  the  performance,  the  investigator  suggested  that  he 
take  her  home. 

She  said,  "Oh,  let's  not  go  home  yet ;  it's  too  early.  Take  me 
some  place." 

The  investigator  asked  her  what  kind  of  a  place  she  had  in 
mind. 
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She  replied,  "You  know  where  I  want  to  go.  Come  on,  quit 
stalling.  Maybe  you  think  me  too  young.  I'm  twenty ;  you  need 
not  be  afraid." 

The  investigator  told  her  that  at  present  he  was  in  no  fit 
condition,  but  would  meet  her  again.  He  then  took  the  girl 
home. 

Before  bidding  the  investigator  good  night,  she  said,  "Try 
to  be  in  condition." 

There  is  no  doubt  as  to  this  girl  being  "charity."  She  is 
but  twenty  years  of  age  and  exceedingly  pretty  and  well  devel- 
oped.   She  comes,  apparently,  from  people  in  fair  circumstances. 

Aug.  14,  1913—6-11:30  P.  M. 

While  the  investigator  was  in  the  ^  Building  writing 

a  card,  a  girl,  whom  he  afterward  learned  to  be  ?,  stood 

next  to  him.  As  the  investigator  was  about  to  leave,  she  said, 
"Would  you  mind  letting  me  have  your  fountain  pen  for  a 
moment?    These  pens  here  are  awful." 

The  investigator  loaned  the  girl  his  pen.  After  she  finished 
writing  she  said,  "Wliich  way  are  you  going?" 

The  investigator  said  that  at  present  it  made  no  difference 
to  him  which  way  he  went. 

She  then  said,  "Well,  if  it's  as  bad  as  that,  walk  with  me  a 
ways." 

She  further  stated  that  she  was  employed  at ^  depart- 
ment store  in  the  confectionery  department,  and  told  the  investi- 
gator if  he  called  in  some  afternoon  after  2  o'clock  she  would 
give  him  "all  the  kisses"  he  wished  in  return  for  his  loaning  her 
the  fountain  pen. 

As  the  investigator  was  about  to  leave  the  girl,  she  inquired 
if  he  had  an  engagement  for  the  evening. 

The  investigator  said  he  had  none. 

She  said,  "I'll  tell  you  what  I'll  do.  Can  you  meet  me 
to-night  at  8:30?" 

The  investigator  said  he  could. 

She  then  said,  "All  right,  to-night,  8  :30, \ 

At  8  :30  P.  M.  the  investigator  met as  by  appoint- 
ment. 

She  suggested  that  they  go  to  the  theatre  as  she  didn't 
care  being  seen  walking  about.     Upon  her  suggestion  she  and 
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the  investigator  went  to  the  ''  Theatre.     The  girl  began 

to  tell  the  investigator  how  tired  she  was.  She  said,  "It's  no 
fun  standing  on  your  feet  all  day.  Believe  me,  by  the  time  you 
get  home  at  night  you're  so  tired  out  all  you  feel  like  doing  is 
falling  into  bed." 

About  11  o'clock  the  performance  was  over.  The  girl  then 
suggested  that  the  investigator  take  her  "some  place." 

The  investigator  pretended  ignorance  and  told  her  he  did 
not  know  what  she  meant  by  "some  place." 

She  said,  "Oh,  don't  be  afraid  to  name  it.    I'm  game." 

Up  to  this  point  the  girl  conducted  herself  in  a  very  ladylike 
manner.  The  investigator  was  quite  astounded  when  she 
brazenly  and  boldly  made  this  reply. 

The  investigator  begged  off,  telling  the  girl  they  had  better 
wait  until  some  time  when  they  met  again. 

She  said,  "Write  to  me  some  time  and  let  me  know  when 
we  can  meet.  She  gave  the  investigator  her  name  and  address 
in  her  own  handwriting.^ 

On  Dec.  16,  1913,  about  8  P.  M.,  the  investigator  was  walk- 
ing along ^  Avenue  when  two  girls  who  had  been  but  a 

few  feet  in  front  of  him  turned  and  smiled.  He  continued  and 
as  he  passed  them,  one  said,  "Hello !  Merry  Christmas." 

He  returned  the  greeting  and,  acting  upon  the  girls'  request, 
accompanied  them  for  a  walk. 

One  girl  said  to  the  other,  "Say,  -,  suppose  

sees  you  ?" 

replied,  "I  hope  he  does." 

The  investigator  then  informed  the  girls  that  if  his  company 
might,  in  any  way,  cause  trouble  between  them  and  a  friend  it 
Would  be  better  that  he  quit. 

replied,  "Friend?   Husband." 

The  investigator  remarked  that  that  made  the  situation  more 
complicated. 

^  then  said,  "I  think, ^,  that  it's  about  time  you 

got  him  out  of  your  head.  He  does  as  he  likes  and  you  can  do 
as  you  like." 

",  turning  to  the  investigator,  said,  "I'll  tell  you  why 

I  don't  care.     But,  of  course,  this  is  between  me  and  you;  when 

I  was  a  kid  like  '   I  used  to  run  around  all  the  dance 

halls—" 
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The  investigator  interrupted  to  say,  "W  hy,  there  can't  be  a 
big  difference  in  your  ages  now." 

contintied,  " — ^  is  nineteen  and  I'm  twenty-four. 

Anyhow,  I  wouldn't  listen  to  reason.  Gee !  how^  me  mother 
begged  me  to  stop  and  told  me  to  quit ;  that  I  would  get  in 
wrong.  I  knew  it  all.  I  met  a  fellow  at  one  of  the  dances.  jNIy, 
but  he  was  handsome !  AA>11,  you  know  the  rest.  We  ran  away 
and  got  married.  AVe  had  a  fine  little  home.  Soon  the  baby  came. 
She's  now  eleven  months  old.  I  didn't  care  what  the  folks  at 
home  thought,  or  even  if  T  ever  saw  them,  because  I  was  happy. 
One  night  I  found  a  pill  box  with  some  stuff"  in  it  that  looked 
like  sugar.  I  asked  him  what  it  was  and  he  told  me  cocaine. 
I  never  kncAv  what  it  was  for.  He  got  so  he  did  not  want  to 
work.     Why,  some  nights  he'd  take  me  over  to  New  York  with 

him  and  he'd  go  into  the ^  Restaurant  in  Chinatown  and 

make  me  stand  outside  while  he  had  something  to  eat.     Then 

he'd  go  up  on  the  Bowery  some  place — I  think  it  was  the ® 

Cafe — and  he'd  buy  his  cocaine  there.  He  wouldn't  work  and 
wanted  me  to  get  mone}^  from  his  folks.  I  couldn't  stand  it  any 
longer,  so  I  left  him.  I'm  going  to  get  a  divorce.  My  folks  are 
helping  me." 

The  investigator  remarked,  "Isn't  it  funny  how  we  will  never 
take  our  parents'  advice,  and  when  it  comes  to  trouble  they  are 
always  the  first  ones  we  go  to?" 

eyes  filled  with  tears,  and  she  replied,  "We  give  the 

old  folks  so  little  happiness,  but  such  a  lot  of  worry.  I'm  young 
yet,  and  I'm  going  to  bring  my  baby  up  right.  I  made  a  mistake, 
but  she  won't." 

They  remained  talking  on  the  corner  for  a  few  moments 

when ■''  suggested  that  they  go  to  *  or '  and 

listen  to  the  cabarets  for  a  few  hours. 

The  investigator  said,  " -,  do  you  allow  your  sister  to 

go  to  such  places?" 

^   grabbed    his   hand   and   squeezed   it   tightly,    while 

replied,  "AVhy  not?     Say,  ^  is  no  dummy.     She's 


game. 

The  investigator  was  quite  astounded,  as  he  was  under  the 

impression  that -'s  experience  would  have  some  effect  upon 

her  sister  from  the  same  thing  which  she  stated  she  blindly  fell 
into. 
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replied,  "Say,  I  know  a  thing  or  two.     I  can  drink  a 


Manhattan  or  Martini  as  well  as  the  next." 

They  entered *  Rathskeller  and  remained  there  until 

10:30  P.  M.  when  both  suggested  that  they  start  for  home,  as 

^  said,  "Papa  isn't  working  and  he'll  be  up.     We  said  we 

were  only  going  to  the  jeweler's. 

While    at   *,    both    girls    ordered    nothing   but    fancy 

drinks. 

The  investigator  escorted  the  girls  as  far  as  their  home  at 

^  Street.     They  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  block  in  order 

to  decide  upon  a  future  meeting. 

said,   "Say,   how   about   Saturday   night?     Bring  a 


friend  along  for ^." 

The  investigator  remarked,  "You're  all  right ;  you're  mar- 
ried.    Let's  not  forget "'  is  single." 

laughed    and    replied,    "Say,    that   don't   make    any 

difference — get  me,  Steve?     Bring  a  friend  along." 

The  investigator  explained  that  he  could  not  say  positively 
if  he  could  meet  them,  but  that  he  would  write  to  them. 

^  said,  "All  right,  but  be  sure  and  write,  and  bring  a 

nice  boy  for  the  grass  widow." 

She  then  wrote  her  name  and  address  and  that  of  her  sister. 

On  Dec.  22,  1913,  about  7:30  P.  M.,  while  walking  along 

^  Avenue,  the  investigator  made  the  acquaintance  of  two 

girls.  He  had  been  walking  rather  swiftly  when  one  of  the 
girls  said,  pulling  the  other  girl  out  of  his  path.  "Look  out,  he's 
going  to  a  fire."  He  paid  no  attention  to  the  remark  until  he 
was  a  considerable  distance  away,  and  then,  upon  looking  back, 
found  both  girls  standing  and  waving  their  hands.  He  then 
returned  and  approached  the  girls.  The  girl  who  uttered  the 
remark  asked  where  he  was  bound.  He  explained  no  place  in 
particular. 

The  other  girl  then  said,  "If  that's  the  case,  come  with  us ; 
we're  going  to Theatre." 

During  the  performance  ^  had  some  sort  of  smutty 

remark  for  everything  that  occurred.  Previously,  the  investi- 
gator had  told  both  girls  that  he  was  a  stranger  in  town.    ^ 

said,  "Why  not  bring  a  friend  over  with  you  some  night  and 
take  us  out  in  a  machine.     I  love  those  old  joy  rides." 
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-*  then  said,  "Count  me  out  of  that  joy  ride.     Once 


was  enough  for  me.    I  almost  lost  my  shape." 

^  laughed  and  shouted,  trying  to  emphasize  the  fact, 

"Almost !" 

*  continued,  "No,  never  again ;  once  was  enough  for 

me.  We  went  out  one  night  and  when  we  got  away  out  in  the 
country  it  was  a  case  of  come  across  or  walk.  The  girl  I  was 
with  was  oh !  so  innocent !  So  I  wasn't  going  to  show  my  colors, 
and  we  walked." 

The  investigator  said,  "Well,  now  there  ought  not  to  be  any 
objection  since  you  have  a  different  friend  with  you." 

*  continued,  "Count  fne  out.     Look  at  my  white  furs ; 

that  shows  I'm  pure." 

-^  laughingly  said,  "Yes,  they  found  the  Mona  Lisa." 

It  was  soon  decided  that  the  investigator  bring  a  friend 
along  some  evening  and  that  they  all  go  out  together. 

^  then  said,  "Say,  it's  getting  near  Christmas ;  here's 

my  address ;  send  me  a  present." 

He  asked,  "What  would  you  wish?" 

She  replied,  "Anything  from  a  post-card  to  an  auto." 

He  replied,  "You'll  get  the  post  card." 

■*  said,  "I  need  SIO  to  buy  presents  with  besides  my 

own  $5  salary." 

^   then   said,   "Say,   when   a   New  York  fellow   gives 

anything  away,  then  call  me  early." 

The    investigator    replied,    "Now,    *,    you    know    you 

wouldn't  accept  $10  from  a  stranger." 

She  replied,  "Say,  we're  only  kidding.  Somebody  will  hear 
us  talking  money  and  we'll  lose  our  rep  (reputation).  Why  not 
make  our  date  for  New  Yjg^^r's  Eve?  We  can  stay  out  good  and 
late.  Say,  I'd  love  to  see  New  York  on  that  night.  AVhat  do 
you  say?" 

"  replied,  "I'm  willing.    They  don't  care  at  home  when 

I  get  in  New  Year's." 

It  was  then  and  there  agreed  that  the  investigator  and  a 
friend  journey  to  Newark  New  Year's  Eve  and  take  the  girls  to 
New  York.  At  10  o'clock  he  left  the  girls,  as  they  stated  they 
had  to  be  home  early.    They  gave  their  names  and  addresses  as 

'   and  *,   ^   Court,    Newark,   "    writing 

both  names. 
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-■"  is  a  girl  not  over  seventeen  years  of  age.     She  is 

five  feet  four  inches  tall  and  weighs  about  ninety-five  pounds. 

^  is  apparently  eighteen*  years  of  age  and  is  about  five  feet 

six  inches  tall  and  very  slender. 

Both  are  typical  "Charity"  girls.  One  would  have  little 
trouble  in  inducing  these  two  girls  to  yield.  Both  practically 
admitted  their  past  relations  with  fellows  about  town.  Both  are 
employed  in  a  factory,  but  refused  to  state  what  one. 

On  Dec.  27,  1913,  about  7:30  P.  M.,  the  investigator  met 

^  and -,  two  "Charity"  girls  whom  he  had  met  upon 

a  previous  occasion.     He  was  walking  along Street  and 

made   believe   he   had   not   seen    them. ran    from    her 

friend's  side  and,  catching  him  by  the  arm,  said,  "Come  on,  now; 
you  can't  get  away." 

By  this  time ^  had  approached  and  said,  "The  nerve  of 

some  people.     AVon't  give  us  poor  working  girls  a  tumble." 

The  investigator  said,  "Why,  what  do  you  mean." 

replied,  "You  tried  to  pass  us  up  like  a  bad  penny 

but  it  wouldn't  work.     Say,  come  on  ;  take  us  to  a  cabaret  show." 

He  replied,  "Both  of  you  girls  are  too  young.  They  won't 
serve  you." 

^    said,   "That's   a   good    excuse ;   you    don't   want   to 

spend  the  money." 

After  continually  urging,  he  finally  accompanied  the  girls 

to  the •''.     While  in  this  rathskeller, said,  "Why 

didn't  you  bring  a  friend  along  to-night?  We  could  a  went  oA^er 
to  New  York  and  had  a  fine  time." 

After  much  persuasion,  the  investigator  finally  succeeded 
in  forcing  the  girls  to  leave  the  place.  They  both  wanted  to 
remain  longer  and  keep  drinking.  They  ordered  all  sorts  of 
fancy  drinks  and  both  were  rapidly  becoming  intoxicated,  when 

he  induced  them  to  leave  the  cafe  with  him  at  10  P.  M.  ■ 

became  very  loud  and  boisterous,  and  on  the  way  home  wanted 
to  wager  with  him  that  her  leg  was  stouter  and  better  formed 

than   '.     ^    immediately   disagreed    and    both    girls 

raised  their  dresses  and  asked  his  opinion.  They  continued 
with  these  disgraceful  tactics  until  he  had  escorted  both  home. 
It  can  easily  be  seen  what  an  easy  affair  it  would  be  for  a  man 
to  take  advantage  of  the  two  girls.  No  urging  would  be  neces- 
sary. 
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On  Jan.  15,  1914,  about  8  P.  M.,  while  the  investigator  was 

standing  in   front   of  the  \   a   girl,   -,   passed   and 

smiled.  He  did  not  heed  her  flirtation,  but  merely  watched  her 
as  she  disappeared  along  the  street.  Not  five  minutes  had 
elapsed  before  she  returned,  and  again  greeted  the  investigator 
in  the  same  manner.  He  finally  approached  her,  and  she,  being 
the  first  to  break  conversation,  said,  "I  saw  you  when  I  went 
down  before." 

The  investigator' said  that  he  also  had  seen  her.  The  girl 
then  went  on  to  explain  that  she  was  bound  to  a  friend's  house, 
who  had  suddenly  died. 

She  said,  "I  was  just  going  to  a  boy's  house.  We  met  at  a 
-party  last  week  and  were  having  a  fine  time.  He  took  me  home, 
and  the  next  I  heard  of  him  was  that  he  died." 

The  peculiar  manner  in  which  the  girl  explained  the  cause 
of  the  sudden  death  of  her  friend  made  the  investigator  laugh. 

She  said,  "I  hate  to  go  to  funerals ;  I  think  I'll  put  ofif  going 
until  to-morrow  night." 

The  investigator  told  her  not  to  let  his  presence  interfere 
with  her  attending. 

She  said,  "Oh,  forget  it.     Let's  go  for  a  walk  instead." 

In  a  very  short  time  she  and  the  investigator  became  rather 
confidential,  and  she  began  to  talk  of  her  recent  escapades  and 
how  on  New  Year's  Eve  she  did  not  arrive  home  until  6:30  A.  M. 

She  said,  "I  started  out  for  the  ^  and  I  met  a  boy 

friend.  He  made  me  go  to  a  party  at  his  house  and  I  slept  there 
over  night.  When  I  got  home  at  6  :30'  A.  M.,  Pop  was  asleep, 
so  he  didn't  know  the  difference." 

The  investigator  then  said,  "I  bet  your  Mamma  was  wide 
awake." 

A  shadow  fell  over  the  girl's  face  when  she  informed  me 
that  her  mother  was  dead. 

She  said,  "It's  terrible  when  you  come  home  at  night  and 
Mamma  isn't  around.  Pop's  all  right,  but  you  know  a  mother  is 
different.  There  are  three  of  us  girls.  My  sister  and  I  work, 
and  the  youngest  takes  care  of  the  house  and  does  the  cooking. 
We  all  pitch  in,  though,  and  help  her,  because  it's  too  much  work 
for  the  kid.  She's  awful  good-natured  ;  never  even  kicks.  Mamma 
died  when  we  lived  in  Springfield,  and  that's  why  we  moved 
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here.  Anyhow,  things  are  better  in  my  dad's  line  in  a  big  city. 
He's  a  scenery  painter." 

Acting  upon  the  girl's  request,  the  investigator  took  her  to 

the  *  Theatre,     During  the  entire  performance  she  kept 

holding  his  hand  and  passionately  squeezing  it.  She  then  invited 
him  to  attend  an  automobile  straw  ride  which  would  take  place 
a  week  later. 

She  said,  "That's  the  night  we'll  have  some  time.  A  twenty- 
mile  ride  out  into  the  country,  and  a  big  dinner  all  prepared  at 
some  road  house  the  boys  know  about." 

After  the  performance  the  girl  insisted  that  he  escort  her 
home.  During  their  walk  the  girl  would  consent  to  his  walking 
no  other  way  than  with  his  arm  about  her  waist. 

Upon   arriving  at  *,   a   section    of    Kearny   which   is 

extremely  quiet,  the  girl  said,  "Come  on  upon  the  porch  of  that 

house   ^ ;    that's    where    I    always    stand    when    a    fellow 

brings  me  home. 

They  seated  themselves  upon  the  railing  of  the  porch  and 
again  resumed  conversation.  The  girl  kept  moving  closer  to  the 
investigator  and  finally  opened  her  coat  and  began  to  fairly  rub 
her  breast  against  his.  As  the  hour  was  late  and  she  knew  the 
distance  'he  had  to  travel,  she  finally  consented  to  let  the  investi- 
gator leave.  As  the  investigator  was  about  to  go,  she  said, 
"I'm  awful  discontented  with  life." 

The  investigator  asked  her  why. 

She  said,  "Oh,  something  happened  that  made  me  so.  Be- 
sides, I  couldn't  tell  you.  We  don't  know  each  other  well 
enough." 

He  then  said,  'Oh,  we're  old  time  friends." 

§he  replied,  "They  say  you  never  know  a  person  until  you 
sleep  with  them." 

She  then  urged  him  to  meet  her  again  and  told  him  to  bring 
a  friend  along  for  her  sister. 

She  said,  "She's  eighteen,  and  some  chicken ;  you'll  like  her." 

Dangers  Surrounding  Young  Girls. — About  10:30  P.  M.  on 

Dec.  12,  1913,  the  investigator  was  in  a  saloon  on ^  Street 

with  an  acquaintance.-  The  acquaintance  said  that  on  the  pre- 
vious Sunday  night  two  police  officers  came  into  this  saloon  and 
compelled  two  young  girls,  sixteen  years  of  age,  to  leave.     The 
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parents,  it  was  said,  had  complained. 

On  Feb.   10,   1914,  about  9  P.   M.,  the  investigator  met  a 

man  **  on  Street.     This  man  had  given  the  investigator 

an  obscene  photograph  on  the  investigator's  promise  that  he 
would  have  reproductions  made.  At  this  time  the  man  asked 
for  the  return  of  the  picture,  saying  it  was  one  of  his  "prizes." 
He  said,  "Show  any  gal  one  of  those  pictures  and  they're  yours. 

I  know;  better  than  ^   (mentioning  the  name  of  a  drug) 

ever  thought  of  being." 

The  investigator  expressed  doubt  as  to  his  using  this  drug 
on  young  girls. 

He  said,  "A  man  has  no  conscience." 

This  man  brags  continually  of  the  number  of  young  girls  he 
uses,  and  is  a  constant  menace  to  the  welfare  of  unescorted  girls. 

The  investigator  again  met  this  man  in  a  certain  cafe,-  and 
the  man  displayed  a  number  of  obscene  pictures.  He  said,  "A 
wise  guy  carries  this  stuff.  I  cop  more  "Charity"  girls  by  show- 
ing these  pictures  than  anybody."  This  fellow  claims  that  by 
showing  these  pictures  to  semJ-respectable  girls  he  is  aided  in 
using  thera.^ 

The  investigator  again  met  this  man  in  the  same  cafe  at 
another  time,  and  the  conversation,  as  usual,  turned  on  girls. 
The  man  said,  "I've  seen  some  of  the  most  respectable  gals  fall 
for  the  pictures — and  stories,  that's  what  you  want  to  read." 
The  man  claims  to  have  a  bound  book  full  of  these  suggestive 
stories  which  he  allows  the  girls  to  read." 
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EMPLOYMENT  AGENCIES. 

The  Law, — The  licensing  and  regulations  of  Employment 
x\gencies  is  provided  both  by  State  statute  and  municipal  ordi- 
nance. Under  the  State  statute  of  1907,  as  amended  in  1911, 
the  failure  to  procure  a  license  is  a  misdemeanor,  punishable  by 
a  fine  of  not  less  than  $50  nor  more  than  $250,  or  one  year's 
imprisonment,  or  both. 

Such  agencies  must  not  be  located  in  living  rooms  or  board- 
ing rooms,  or  in  a  place  where  liquor  is  sold  (excepting  office 
buildings).  If  the  licensee  keeps  a  boarding  house  for  the  un- 
employed, it  must  be  stated  in  the  license.  Governing  bodies 
may  remit  the  fee  to  any  charitable  organization. 

Municipal  licenses  are  issued  by  municipal  treasurers  for  a 
fee  not  exceeding  $25,  are  good  for  a  year  unless  sooner  revoked, 
and  must  be  conspicuously  posted  on  the  premise*.  The  license 
fee  in  Newark  is  $25  and  is  issued  by  the  city  clerk. 

Present  Conditions. — The  woman  investigator  called  at 
twelve  employment  agencies  at  dififerent  addresses.  She  inter- 
viewed the  agents  or  their  assistants  in  each  place  and  gave  them 
to  understand  that  she  desired  to  employ  female  servants  for  a 
supposed  sporting  house. 

In  four  instances  the  agents  were  indignant  and  refused  to 
be  party  to  such  a  thing.  Six  of  the  employment  agents  visited 
agreed  to  furnish  female  servants  for  the  supposed  sporting 
house,  and  while  two  did  not  openly  express  their  willingness  to 
do  so  they  spoke  in  such  a  way  as  to  justify  the  investigator 
in  putting  them  down  as  suspicious. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  reports  showing  the  char- 
acter of  these  various  employment  agencies  are  illustrative: 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

About  2  P.  M.  on  Dec.  29,  1913,  the  investigator  visited  the 

employment  agency   on   ^    Street.     The   entrance   to   the 

third  floor  of  this  building,  where  the  agency  is  located,  is 
reached  by  way  of  a  dark  stairway.  The  sign  reads,  "Employ- 
ment Agency,  All  Nationalities,  Male  and  Female  Help." 

The  investigator  told  the  woman  in  charge  that  she  wanted 
a  girl  for  a  sporting  house,  one  who  could  make  herself  congenial. 

The  agent  said,  "You  are  a  bold,  bad  woman ;  I  don't  allow 
any  women  to  go  out  for  that  purpose  from  here."     With  these 
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words  she  ordered  the  investigator  out  of  the  room. 

Another  agent  on Street  was  equally  indignant  at 

the  suggestion  that  she  send  a  servant  to  such  a  house.  "I  don't 
keep  that  kind  of  girls,"  she  said,  "nor  would  I  permit  a  girl  to 
go  out  for  that  purpose." 

The  investigator  had  the  same  experience  in  visiting  another 
employment  agency  ^  on  Jan.  25,  1914.  This  woman  *  declared 
that  she  would  furnish  no  help  to  anyone  for  such  purpose,  and 
she  was  very  glad  the  investigator  went  into  details  before  she 
took  the  trouble  to  go  out  and  get  someone. 

The  proprietor  ^  of  an  agency  on  • ■-  Street  was  not  so 

particular.  This  agency  is  in  a  three-story  frame  building,  and 
the  room  entered  by  the  investigator  had  an  employment  agent's 
license  on  the  wall.  The  agent  appeared  to  be  a  foreigner  and 
was  very  slovenly  dressed.  The  investigator  pretended  to  con- 
duct a  transient  house  where  couples  might  come,  and  that  she 
wanted  a  good-looking  foreign  girl  to  do  housework,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  be  willing  to  meet  some  of  the  men. 

At  first  the  agent  appeared  not  to  understand  what  the 
investigator  meant,  but  after  more  explanation  said,  "Well, 
maybe  you  want  something  different  from  what  I  got  in  now. 
Can  you  wait  until  I  look  someone  up?"  The  agent  called  a  girl 
from  the  rear  room,  who  appeared  to  be  about  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  slender,  neatly  dressed,  having  eruptions  on  her 
face.  She  said,  "I  know  this  girl  would  not  suit  you  now,  but  I 
can  get  one  for  you — when  you  can  come  back?" 

On    Dec.    4,    1912,   the    investigator   visited    an    agency    on 

"^  Avenue.     She  was  met  in  the  office  by  a  man  about  thirty 

years  of  age,  smooth  face,  weighing  about  140  pounds.  Two 
chairs  and  a  small  desk  was  the  only  furniture  in  the  room,  and 
two  very  dirty  foreign  girls  were  looking  out  of  the  window. 
The  investigator  explained  to  the  man  that  she  was  the  Madam 
of  a  sporting  house  and  wanted  a  quiet  colored  girl  who- would 
be  honest  and  accommodating  to  men  guests. 

He  said,  "I  can  get  just  what  you  want,"  and  he  further 
intimated  that  he  would  send  trade  to  the  house.  The  man  said 
he  required  a  deposit  of  a  dollar  for  the  girl. 

As  the  investigator  left,  she  said,  "Remember,  you  know 
exactly  what  I  want ;  I  don't  want  a  girl  who  will  get  me  into 
trouble." 
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He  agreed  to  have  girls  to  select  from  at  2  o'clock  the  next 
day. 

At  1 :10  P.  M.  on  Dec.  12,  1913,  the  investigator  visited  the 

employment   agency   on   ^    Street.      The   man    recognized 

her,  as  she  had  visited  his  agency  in  August,  when  he  had  agreed 
to  furnish  her  a  maid  for  a  disorderly  place.  On  this  date  the 
man  agreed  to  find  a  girl  and  invited  the  investigator  to  call  at 
any  time  after  9  o'clock  Saturday  morning.  ,  There  is  a  license 
displayed  on  the  wall  of  this  agency. 

When  the  investigator  visited  this  agency  on  Aug.  20,  1913. 
the  agent  said  he  handled  very  little  colored  help,  and  that  he 
had  no  white  women  who  would  go  to  a  place  mentioned  by  the 
investigator.  "You  shouldn't  speak  out  so  plain,"  he  said,  "you 
see,  people  would  be  scared  to  send  help,  because  they  are  getting 
so  particular  in  Newark." 

On  Dec.  12,  1913,  about  2:50  P.  M.,  the  investigator  visited 

the  employment  agency  on ^  Avenue,  located  in  a  private 

residence,  and  having  a  small  room  which  serves  as  an  office, 
containing  a  table  and  two  chairs  and  no  carpet  on  the  floor. 
The  investigator  explained  very  carefully  to  the  proprietor ' 
that  she  wanted  a  girl,  neatly  dressed,  to  tend  the  door,  serve 
drinks,  make  herself  agreeable  to  trade,  and  not  object  to  being 
used  if  a  man  desired — plainly  saying  that  she  was  a  Madam  of 
a  disorderly  house. 

This  agent  agreed  to  furnish  such  a  girl.  She  wanted  to 
send  one  of  the  foreign  girls  who  were  waiting  in  the  agency 
for  positions,  but  the  investigator  said  she  wanted  a  colored  girl. 
This  agent  is  about  thirty-five  years  of  age,  dressed  in  soiled 
clothing,  and  very  dirty. 

Another  agency  on ^  Street  was  equally  dirty  and  the 

agent,  a  woman  *  about  sixty-five  years  of  age,  was  seated  in  a 
chair  by  the  fire,  cooking,  her  feet  wrapped  in  a  bundle  of  old 
rags.  She  said  she  had  been  ill.  The  investigator  explained 
very  carefully  what  kind  of  a  servant  she  wanted  and  the  agent 
answered  that  while  she  could  not  get  colored  girls  she  could 
get  other  kind  and  would  be  very  willing  to  send  her  one  soon, 
for  which  service  she  charged  $1  when  the  woman  was  placed. 
She  had  no  formal  receipts,  nor  was  there  any  license  in  view. 

About  2  P.  M.  on  Dec.  15th.  1913,  the  investigator  visited 
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an  agency  on  ^  Street.     The  proprietor  -  was   a  woman 

about  fifty-five  years  of  age,  having  gray  hair,  and  very  untidy 
in  appearance.  The  investigator  explained  that  she  was  a 
Madam  of  a  sporting  house  and  wanted  a  maid  to  tend  couples, 
serve  liquor;  one  who  is  not  "fussy"  and  would  not  object  to 
receiving  men.  She  would  give  the  girl  $7  a  week  and  half  of 
what  she  made  from  the  men.  She  must  be  good-looking  and 
honest,  would  have  no  cooking  to  do,  but  must  keep  the  bed- 
rooms clean. 

The  employment  agent  said,  "You  keep  a  house  with  sport? 
I  know  what  you  mean.  I  ain't  got  no  one  now;  maybe  there 
comes  someone  now  soon.     Where  I  send  her?" 

The  investigator  said  she  would  prefer  to  meet  the  girl  in 
her  office. 

The  agent  agreed  to  have  a  girl  by  the  following  Thursday, 
and  she  was  sure  that  she  would  please  her. 

There  was  no  license  exhibited  in  this  office. 

A  very  stupid  appearing  girl  of  apparently  eighteen  years 
of  age  opened  the  door  for  the  investigator  at  an  agency  on 
—2  Street.  This  was  at  3  P.  M.  on  Dec.  15,  1913.  The  pro- 
prietor *  is  a  red-haired  woman  about  thirty-five  years  of  age, 
very  untidy.  The  investigator  explained  to  this  agent  that  she 
kept  a  transient  house  for  couples,  and  wanted  a  girl  who  could 
speak  German  and  English  to  tend  to  the  door,  serve  drinks,  and 
make  money  for  herself. 

The  agent  said,  "Take  her,"  pointing  to  a  girl  about  twenty 
years  of  age  who  was  waiting  in  the  parlor. 

The  investigator  replied,  "She  is  not  neat  enough." 

The  agent  said,  "Fix  her  up ;  she  could  do  good  ;  she  is  wise." 
The  agent  then  sent  the  girl  out  of  the  parlor  to  get  a  book  from 
another  room  and  then,  in  an  undertone,  said  to  the  investigator, 
"You  keep  a house?" 

The  investigator  said,  "First-class  one." 

The  agent  then  said,  "Well,  I  get  you  one ;  write  your 
address." 


'  X  188,  '  X  189,  '  x  190,  *  x  191. 


"It  is  idle  to  explain  away  the  social  evil  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  the  result  of  the  inevitable  v^eakness 
of  human  nature.  Human  weakness  would  demand 
far  fewer  and  less  horrible  sacrifices.  Most  of  the 
wreckage,  and  the  worst  of  it,  is  due  to  persistent,  cun- 
ning and  unprincipled  exploitation,  to  the  banding 
together  in  infamous  enterprises  of  owner,  madame, 
pimp,  procurer,  brothel-keeper  and  liquor-vendor,  to 
deliberately  carry  on  a  cold-blooded  traffic  for  their 
joint  profit — a  traffic,  be  it  added,  from  which  the  girl 
involved  procuies  at  the  most,  with  few  exceptions, 
her  bare  subsistence,  and  that  only  so  long  as  she  has 
a  trade  value." — George  J.  Kneeland. 


STATE  INVESTIGATION. 

The  iuvestiagtion  made  in  1911  by  the  New  Jersey  State 
Commission  on  Immigration  into  the  conduct  of  the  employment 
agencies  in  several  cities  of  the  State,  including  Newark,  cor- 
roborates the  findings  of  this  Committee. 

The  Immigration  Commission  examined  twenty-nine  such 
agencies  in  Newark.  Of  this  number  they  reported  that  twelve 
were  "absolutely  careless  as  to  the  character  of  the  people  to 
whom  they  sent  out  their  help." 

By  permission,  a  synopsis  of  several  typical  reports  by  the 
Commission  is  here  given. 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

On  Feb.   25th,    1911,   two  women   investigators  visited   the 

most  notorious  of  these  agencies,  that  known  as  the  ^, 

located  at ",  and  conducted  by "  and  her  daughter. 


They  said  that  they  had  a  quiet  little  flat  in  New  York,  but 
were  going  to  furnish  a  house  in  Newark,  and  wanted  to  get 
several  girls.  They  inquired  if  they  could  get  the  girls  in 
Newark  or  would  have  to  bring  them  from  New  York. 

The  "old  woman," ^,  replied :    "You  can  get  as  many 

girls  as  you  want  here  in  Newark."  and  when  asked  if  she  ^ 
could  get  several  of  them,  she  replied :  "Oh,  plenty,  plenty — 
there  are  lots  of  that  kind  of  girls  in  Newark." 

The  daughter  *  was  anxious  to  have  the  investigators  meet 

'',  who  kept  a  hotel,  "a  regular  couple"  house,  at ^, 

to  accommodate  men  and  women  "coming  and  staying  an  hour 
or  two."     He  made  $300  a  night,  and  as  he  wanted  to  sell  the 

place,  ■ — *  told  the  investigators  that  it  would  be  a  good 

thing  for  them  to  get  it. 

The  investigators  were  warned  against  taking  a  flat  because 
"you  will  be  troubled  every  minute  by  the  police"  and  "here  in 
Newark  it  is  very  strict." 

On   March  6th,    1911,   another  woman   investigator  visited 

this  place,  ostensibly  seeking  employment.     She  found  ^ 

telling  fortunes  with  cards  to  young  women.  After  many  ques- 
tions she  was  offered  a  place  on  '^  Avenue  to  make  beds 

and  clean  up  rooms,  at  $6  per  week,  working  from  10  A.  M.  to 
5  P.  M.,  and  she  could  drink  beer  in  the  saloon.     A  fee  of  $5 
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was  demanded  for  getting  this  situation. 

Later,  the  investigator  met  the  "boss"  of  the  place,  who 
told  her  she  "should  go  with  men  in  the  night  here."  The 
"boss"  asked  her:  "You  have  never  slept  with  a  man  in  bed?" 
and  when  the  investigator  replied  "No,"  he  asked :  "Would  you 
care  to  sleep  with  me?" 

During  another  visit  "   asked  the  investigator  if  she 

would  like  to  meet  a  man  who  wanted  a  girl  who  would  "come 
to  him  for  a  short  time  whenever  he  may  want  her,  but  he  does 
not  want  her  to  have  other  men." 

The  investigator  was  told  that  the  man's  name  was  • *, 

and  that  he  kept  a  restaurant  at  ''.     The  man  was  a  Jew, 

about  thirty-five  or  forty  years  old,  and  proposed  to  "set  up" 
the  investigator  handsomely,  "but,"  he  said,  "no  one  must  know 
of  this — particularly  my  wife." 

,  Subsequently,  declining  this  situation,  the  investigator 
demanded  the  return  of  her  $5  fee,  but  was  informed  "I  give 
nothing." 

On  seeking  redress  from  the  license  authorities  at  the  City 
Hall,  the  investigator  was  told  by  a  man  she  took  to  be  an 
inspector :  "These  agents  are  regular  thieves.  They  actually 
rob  the  poor  girls.  I  have  known  a  case  where  a  girl  was 
charged  $10  for  a  job."  * 

On  Feb.  25th,  1911,  two  investigators  called  together  at  an 

employment  agency  at  ■ '^  Street,  conducted  by  Mrs. -, 

a  Hungarian  woman  of  about  forty.  One  of  the  investigators 
said  she  wanted  a  chambermaid  for  a  lodging  house  that  was 
not  a  strict  place ;  that  she  wanted  only  girls  who  were  looking 
for  good  tips,  and  that  she  could  not  take  any  honest  girls 
because  they  would  only  get  ruined  there.     When  asked  if  she 

had  any  of  that  kind  of  girls, replied  that  sometimes 

there  are  girls  who  ask  for  such  places,  and  "I  think  I  can  get 
you  girls  *  *  *  I  think  that  I  can  get  you  as  many  as  you 
want." 

On  Feb.  27th,  1911,  two  investigators  called  together  at  an 
employment  agency  at "  Street,  conducted  by  Mrs. -*. 


*  In  1912  the  Common  Council  revoked  the  license  of  this  place  because 
•of  complaints  that  money,  accepted  from  appHcants  for  employment,  was 
retained  when  no  employment  was  secured.  Subsequently  the  license  was 
restored,  but  in  July,  1914,  it  was  again  revoked  on  charges  by  the  Chief 
of   Police  that  girls  were  there  supplied  for  immoral  purposes. 
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No  license  nor  copy  of  the  law  was  in  sight,  and  the  keeper  had 
no  cards  nor  any  sign  of  the  business. 

One  of  the  investigators  asked  for  a  chambermaid  for  a 
furnished  room  house  for  men  only  and  said  they  (the  investi- 
gators) needed  only  girls  who  could  make  friends  with  men, 
who  were  not  new  in  the  business,  and  that  innocent,  inexpe- 
rienced girls  would  not  do. 

Mrs. ^  suggested  that  it  would  be  safer  to  take  young 

women,  and  said  she  knew  some  such  women  whom  she  would 
be  willing  to  send. 

On  ^Nlarch  13th,  1911,  two  investigators  went  together  to  an 

employment    agency    at    ''    x\venue,    conducted    by    Mrs. 

'',  a  gray-haired  woman  of  about  sixty. 

One  of  them  said  she  was  about  to  open  a  house  on ^ 

Street  that  "was  not  going  to  be  a  very  strict  place,"  and  that 
she  wanted  a  girl  for  making  beds  and  doing  some  upstairs 
work.  The  place  was  not  for  an  honest  girl  and  the  speaker  did 
not  want  any  girl  to  be  ruined. 

Then  the  other  investigator  said  she  wanted  Mrs.  ^ 

to  understand  that  the  house  was  to  be  a  bad  one,  and  that  they 
(the  investigators)  wanted  girls  who  didn't  care  what  happened 
to  them:  girls  who  were  only  looking  for  good  tips;  "we  want 
fast  girls." 

Mrs.  "  said  she  understood,  and  in  reply  to  a  question 

added :  "Sometimes  there  are  girls  w'ho  ask  for  such  places. 
I  think  I  can  get  you  one  or  two  of  them.  *  *  *  Call  again 
when  you  w^ill  be  ready." 


'  X  475,  '  X  476,  '  x  477,  '  x  4^ 


OBSCENE  PICTURES  AND  PHOTOGRAPHS. 

The  Law. — The  statutes  of  New  Jersey  provide  that  alt 
magistrates  are  authorized  on  complaint  founded  on  informa- 
tion and  belief,  supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  issue  a 
warrant  directing  officers  of  the  law  to  search  for,  seize  and  take 
possession  of  any  ol^scene  and  indecent  books,  papers,  pictures, 
articles,  and  things.^ 

Present  Conditions. — The  Committee  has  evidence  that 
certain  young  men  in  Newark  have  in  their  possession,  obscene 
pictures  and  photographs  of  the  vilest  character.  Under 
"Sources  of  Supply — Charity  Girls,"  we  called  attention  to  the 
use  of  these  photographs  in  demoralizing  the  young  girls  to 
whom  they  are  exhibited. 

The  following  extracts  from  reports  sworn  to  under  oath 
reveal  the  danger  in  Newark  in  this  direction  : 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

On  Aug.  14,  1913,  about  12  P.  M.,  the  investigator  stood  at 

the  corner  of *  and  ''  Streets.     The  bartender  from 

the  cafe  ^  at Avenue  came  up  to  him  and  said.  "There  is 

only  one  place — that's  Paris.  When  I  was  there,  I  made  all 
kinds  of  money,  but  I  am  afraid  to  do  the  same  thing  here." 

The  investigator  asked  him  what  his  business  was.  He 
informed  the  investigator  that  he  would  enter  the  bawdy  houses 
in  Paris  and  take  photographs  of  the  pimps  and  their  women  in 
immoral  acts.  He  then  took  two  photographs  from  his  pocket 
which  he  said  that  he  himself  took  while  in  Paris. 

He  said,  'T  brought  a  bunch  over  with  me." 

The  investigator  said  he  liked  to  collect  such  pictures  and 
offered  to  buy  them  from  him. 

The, fellow  said  he  wanted  fifty  cents  apiece  for  them.  The 
investigator  bought  them.     (See  Exhibits  Nos.  15  and  16.) 

While  the  investigator  was  in  a  cafe  ^  at  — Avenue  on 

Jan.  31,  1914,  about  8  P.  M.,  the  bartender,  whose  acquaintance 
the  investigator  cultivated  last  August,  was  the  man  who  sold 
him  some  illegal  pictures. 

The  investigator  asked  him  if  he  had  any  more. 

He  said  he  had  a  considerable  amount  in  his  trunk,  but  he 
did  not  care  to  sell  them.     He  explained  that  they  were  the  only 


'Compiled   Statutes  of  New  Jersey  (1911).  page  1854,  Sec.  110. 
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ones  of  their  kind  in  America,  as  he  brought  them  from  Paris 
when  he  came  over  about  a  year  ago. 

The  in\estigator  asked  him  if  there  weren't  any  among  the 
set  that  he  didn't  care  so  much  about,  which  he  might  sell. 

He  said  there  wasn't  a  chance  of  the  investigator  buying 
any. 

On  Jan.  13,  1914,  the  investigator  visited  the  cafe  ^  at 

Street,  to  try  to  learn  of  an  apartment  which  the  bartender  had 
promised  to  tell  him  about. 

While  in  conversation  with  the  bartender,  a  fellow  ^  entered 
and  took  a  number  of  obscene  pictures  from  his  pocket,  which 
he  said  he  had  just  purchased.  The  pictures  portrayed  scenes 
impossible  to  describe. 

The  investigator  offered  to  buy  them  from  him,  but  he  said 
they  were  the  only  ones  of  their  kind  in  existence. 

The  investigator  asked  him  if  he  could  get  him  a  few. 

He  replied,  "Sure,  but  not  like  this.  This  is  imported.  I'll 
buy  some  for  you  from  a  fellow  I  know  who  sells  them." 

This  fellow  claims  that  by  showing  these  pictures  to  some 
of  the  respectable  girls  he  is  aided  in  securing  his  desires. 

On  Jan.  14,  1914,  about  8  P.  M.,  the  investigator  met ^^ 

in  the  cafe.-  This  fellow  informed  the  investigator  that  he  had 
seen  the  party  he  spoke  of,  about  securing  some  obscene  pic- 
tures, and  that  he  at  the  present  time  had  none,  but  would  try 
his  utmost  to  get  some. 

This  fellow  said,  'T  usually  buy  him  out.  1  don't  think 
there  is  a  picture  going  that  I  ain't  got.  Many  a  maiden  those 
pictures  threw  my  way." 

x-\t  9  o'clock  the  investigator  left  this  fellow  who  promised 
to  secure  the  pictures  for  him. 

The  bartender  in  this  place  took  oath  that  this  fellow  obtains 
a  surprising  number  of  "Charity"  girls  with  these  pictures. 

On  Jan.  13,  1914,  about  9  P.  M.,  while  the  investigator  was 

standing  in  front  of  the ^  cafe  on Street,  the  fellow 

who  promised  to  sell  him  the  obscene  pictures  passed. 

The  investigator  called  to  him  and  he  stopped.  The  investi- 
gator asked  him  why  he  failed  to  meet  him  on  Saturday  evening, 
Jan.  24,  as  he  had  promised. 
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He  replied,  "It  was  pouring  rain,  and  I  didn't  think  you'd 
buy  them." 

The  investigator  told  him  that  if  he  had  the  pictures  with 
him  at  the  present  time,  he  would  buy. 

He  replied  that  he  did  not  have  them  with  him,  but  he 
would  meet  the  investigator  in  an  hour  from  that  time  at  an 
appointed  place  and  sell  them  to  him. 

As  he  left,  the  investigator  followed  slowly  on  after  him  in 
an   endeavor  to  find  out  where  he  would  go.     As  he  reached 

^  he  noticed  the  investigator  following  and  waited  until 

the  investigator  drew  close  to  him. 

The  investigator  explained  that  he  would  wait  for  him  in 

^.     The  fellow  then  boarded  a  car,-  and  in  less  than  an 

hour  returned  with  ten  pictures,  for  which  he  charged  the 
investigator  $6.  The  investigator  said  that  he  would  like  to  get 
sorfie  more  pictures  when  he  had  more  money,  and  asked  where 
he  could  find  him. 

The  fellow  replied  he  was  always  around  — '  Street. 

'x216,    'x217,    'x479. 


RESTAURANTS  OR  LUNCH  ROOMS. 

There  is  a  certain  type  of  restaurant  or  lunch  room  in 
Newark  which  affords  loafing  places  for  pimps  and  gamblers, 
together  with  "Charity"  girls  and  professional  prostitutes. 
Sufftcient  information  has  been  secured  to  convince  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  rooms  connected  with  some  of  these  restaurants 
are  used  for  immoral  purposes. 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

On  Aug  20,  1913,  about  11 :30  P.  AL,  the  investigator  visited 

the   Restaurant  ^    at Street.      The    investigator 

found  it  frequented  by  a  rough  element.  Some  of  the  men 
present  were  pimps;  others  w^ere  working  men.  There  were 
five  women  present,  four  of  whom  the  investigator  believed  to 
be  prostitutes.     The  investigator  spoke  with  one  "  who  lives  on 

Street.     She  said  she  hustled  around Street  during 

the  evening  and  always  came  in  here  for  midnight  lunch.  Her 
fellow  *  makes  quite  a  little  playing  pool,  but  she  herself  has 
not  been  making  much  lately. 

The  place  is  very  poorly  kept. 

On  Jan.  24,  1914,  about  4  P.  M.,  the  investigator  visited  the 

lunch  room  at ''  Street  which  is  owned  by  a  Polish  woman. 

A  girl,  apparently  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  daughter  of  the 
proprietor,  served  the  investigator.  The  investigator  asked  her 
if  she  would  kindly  call  her  mother. 

The  mother  soon  appeared  and  the  investigator  boldly 
asked  her  for  the  services  of  a  girl,  stating  that  he  had  been 
recommended  to  this  place. 

She  said,  "If  you  have  a  lady  I  give  you  a  nice  room  upstairs, 
nothing  else.    Any  time  I  give  you  a  nice  room." 

This  woman  is  willing  to  rent  furnished  rooms  for  immoral 
purposes,  but  she  has  no  inmates. 

On  Jan.  19,  1914,  about  9  P.  M.,  the  investigator  visited  the 

^  at *  Street.     Seated  about  a  table  were  five  men 

who  appeared  to  be  pimps,  all  Italians,  and  a  blonde  woman  of 
apparently  thirty-iive  years  of  age,  whom  the  investigator  knows 
to  be  a  prostitute.  The  investigator  became  "confidentiar'  with 
the  waiter  and  told  him  that  he  was  a  stranger  in  town  and  said 
he  would  like  to  be  shown  about. 
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He  said,  "There  ain't  much  around,  but  if  you  want,  I  can 
introduce  you  to  something  nice." 

The  investigator  said  he  had  the  right  idea,  and  the  waiter 
immediately  offered  him  the  services  of  the  prostitute  seated 
with  the  five  men. 

The  investigator  said  he  did  not  want  to  deprive  anyone. 

The  waiter  said,  "Oh,  that's  all  right;  they're  only  talking." 

The  investigator  asked  him  if  he  could  not  get  something 
better. 

He  replied,  "'\\'ell,  not  to-night ;  you  see  the  boss  don't  let 
the  ladies  sit  down  here  alone.  Just  now  none  are  around. 
Sometimes  they  come  in  and  sit  around  upstairs.  To-night — 
nothing  doing." 

He  then  went  on  to  explain  that  the  boss  wants  no  trouble 
with  the  police,  and  all  escorted  ladies  go  to  the  second  floor 
that  they  might  not  solicit.  If  a  man  enters  and  wishes  a 
woman,  the  waiters  will  gladly  introduce  him  to  any  street 
walker  who  might  happen  in. 

Pimps  and  their  women  use  this  place  as  a  hangout.  The 
pimps  gathered  about  the  table  were  of  the  roughest  sort 
imaginable.  The  proprietor  is  an  Italian  of  apparently  thirty 
years  of  age,  clean  shaven,  dark  complected,  about  five  feet 
eight  inches  tall,  and  weighing  about  170'  pounds. 


RAILROAD  STATIONS. 

On  Dec.  5.  1913,  about  7  P.  M.,  the  investigator  entered  the 

Ladies'  Room  in  the ^  Station  and  found  two  tough  little 

girls  arranging  their  hair,  and  applying  paint  and  powder  to 
their  faces.  The  investigator  tried  to  draw  them  into  conversa- 
tion, but  they  only  answered  her  questions  by  saying,  "Mind 
your  own  business.''  The  investigator  learned  from  their  con- 
versation that  they  were  going  to  Elizabeth  with  two  fellows. 

One  girl  said,  "Gee,  I  hope  he  gives  me  $2  to-night,  instead 
of  such  a  swell  room.  He  had  the  second  story  front  last  week 
and  they  soaked  him  two  bucks  for  it.  He  only  gave  me  a  dollar 
for  carfare.  I  am  going  to  ask  him  for  more  to-night.  He  says 
I'm  great.     I'll  get  it." 

The  other  girl  said,  "I  don't  ask  a  cent.  He  always  gives 
me  something;  then  I  want  a  Christmas  present." 

They  appeared  to  be  store  girls  and  not  over  eighteen  years 

of  age.    Then  they  walked  out  on "  Street  toward * 

Street,    down   *    Street   and    into   ■ ''    Theatre.      The 

investigator  followed.     The  girls  remained  in  the  theatre  about 

thirty  minutes,  then  walked   out  on  ^   Street  to  '' 

Street,  met  two  girls,  and  boarded  an  ^  car. 

About  10  P.  M.  the  investigator  again  entered  the  Ladies' 
Room  at  the  railroad  station,  and  as  she  was  leaving  the  same 
two  girls  entered  and  began  washing  the  paint  off  their  faces. 
One  of  the  girls  became  very  much  excited,  and,  recognizing  the 
investigator,  said,  "Say,  you  following  us?  I'll  have  you 
pinched." 

The  investigator  replied,  "Yes,  I'm  going  to  tell  your 
mother." 

The  girl  replied,  "I  ain't  afraid  of  her;  she's  dead,  smarty; 
go  to ." 

The  girls  hurried  out  on ^  Street  and  the  investigator 

lost  them  in  the  crowd,  as  they  separated  just  before  reaching 
the  corner  of ^  and "  Streets. 

On  Dec.  22,  1913,  about  9:40  P.  M.,  the  investigator  counted 

four  women  about  the ^  Station  whom  she  believed  to  be 

prostitutes,    their    apparent   ages    being   between    nineteen    and 

^x216,  -x480,  'x481,   '  x  482,  '  x  175,  '  x  390,  '  x  444,  '  x  494. 
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thirty  years.  Three  stopped  men.  The  investigator  secured  the 
name  of  one  of  these  women,  *.     She  is  a  pervert. 

The  ■ ^  Railroad  Station  on  • Street  appears  to 

be  a  favorite  loafing  place  for  young  girls  and  young  boys,  as 
well  as  prostitutes. 

The  following  extracts  from  reports  show  conditions  a* 
this  station  : 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

On  Jan.  14,  1914,  the  investigator  loitered  about  the ^ 

Station  between  the  hours  of  6:30  and  7:30  P.  M.  There  were 
present,  grouped  about  the  radiators  and  entrances  to  the  ladies' 
lavatory,  exactly  fifteen  ruffians,  varying  in  age  from  eighteen 
to  twenty-four  years. 

Young  girls,  apparently  the  same  age,  were  continually 
passing  into  the  station  and  using  the  lavatory.  As  they  walked 
by  these  fellows,  each  one  of  them  had  some  sort  of  remark  to 
make.  The  girls,  entering,  merely  glanced  and  smiled.  The 
officer  detailed  by  the  railroad  sees  these  conditions  and  in  no 
way  interferes.  Many  women  and  young  girls  are  insulted  by 
these  fellows,  who  are  here  every  evening. 

On  Jan.  17,  1914,  about  8  P.  M.,  the  investigator  reported 

more   prostitutes   about   the   -^    Station    than    usual.      She 

counted  nine  professional  prostitutes  and  three  "Charity"  girls. 
The  latter  were  readily  distinguished  by  their  actions  and  the 
way  their  faces  were  painted.  The  professionals  used  the  door- 
ways and  seats  facing  the  entrance.  There  are  many  ways  the 
professional  prostitutes  can  throw  off  suspicion  around  this  sta- 
tion, on  account  of  the  many  trolley  lines  stopping  here.  The 
investigator  spoke  to  a  prostitute  named  -. 

The  "Charity"  girls  were  in  a  group  in  the  Ladies'  Room 
and  these  girls,  who  live  at  home,  were  adding  the  finishing 
touches  to  their  toilets,  which  they  would  not  dare  to  do  at  home. 
None  of  them  was  over  eighteen  years  of  age. 

The  investigator  interviewed  the  colored  woman  in  charge 
and  learned  the  following: 

"It's  them  little  devils  that  make  trouble.  They  gets  out 
after  the  fellows,  and  when  they're  in  trouble  their  folks  just 
raise  Cain  and  blames  it  on  the  fellows.     I  chase  them  out  of 
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here."  She  then  ordered  the  girls  to  stop  dressing  their  hair. 
The  girls  loitered  around  the  outside  of  the  station,  and  then 

walked  west  on  •'   Street  to  *   Street,   where  they 

entered  a  moving  picture  theatre. 

On  Jan.  29,  1914,  about  7  :30,  the  investigator  reported  many- 
persons  lingering  around  the ^  Station,  due,  in  part,  to  the 

bad  weather.  The  investigator  counted  three  "Charity"  girls 
and  lour  regular  prostitutes.  The  usual  crowd  of  loafers  was 
on  hand.  Some  of  these  appear  to  work  during  the  day  and  do 
not  change  their  clothing  or  wash ;  others  are  nothing  but 
hangers-on  and  loiterers  about  the  station  all  day.  It  is  to  this 
crowd  that  the  young  "Charity"  girls  cling.  Some  of  these  girls 
do  not  appear  to  be  over  seventeen  years  of  age  and  are  very 
bold  in  their  language.  The  professional  prostitutes  stand  in 
the  doorways  or  mingle  in  the  waiting  crowds,  pretending  to 
wait  for  cars.  Policemen,  railroad  officers,  and  car  starters  all 
appear  to  know  the  "regulars." 
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AMUSEMENTS. 

The  question  of  amusements  for  young  people  in  the  City 
of  Newark  is  one  which  should  be  carefully  considered.  The 
amusements  now  indulged  in  by  this  group  are  accompanied  by 
many  dangers.  Invariably  they  are  full  of  suggestive  sexual 
stimulus,  which  appeals  strongly  to  the  young,  especially  girls, 
and  pave  the  way  for  immoral  acts  which  eventually  lead  to 
more  or  less  promiscuity. 

The  phases  of  this  problem  which  have  come  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  are  public  dances,  pleasure  parks,  and 
burlesque  shows. 

Typical  reports  by  the  investigators  under  each  one  of  these 
headings  follow: 

Public  Dances:  The  Law. — The  New  Jersey  statute  relating 
to  the  licensing  and  regulation  of  public  dance  halls  is  found  in 
the  laws  of  1913,  page  38.  It  defines  dancing  for  the  purpose  of 
the  Act,  and  authorizes  the  governing  body  of  any  municipality 
to  pass  ordinances  for  licensing  public  dance  halls  and  for 
regulating  the  conduct  of  such  places. 

It  also  authorizes  ordinances  fixing  annual  license  fees  and 
provides  penalties  for  their  violation  of  imprisonment  in  county 
jail  not  to  exceed  thirty  days,  a  fine  of  $500,  or  both.  The  govern- 
ing body  of  each  municipality  may  declare  in  its  ordinances  the 
disposition  of  the  fines. 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

In  considering  the  public  dance  halls  in  Newark  it  is  only 
just  to  say  that  in  some  of  such  halls  that  were  investigated 
the  management  made  definite  efforts  to  prevent  immoral  and 
suggestive  dancing.     This  was  observed  in  a  dance  hall  at  the 

corner  of and Streets,^  at  10:30  P.  M.,  on  Dec.  20, 

1913. 

There  were  about  fifty  girls  and  boys  from  sixteen  to 
twenty-one  years  of  age  at  this  dance  hall,  and,  in  a  few 
individual  cases,  the  dancing  was  immoral  and  suggestive.  As 
soon  as  detected,  however,  the  floor  manager  promptly  inter- 
fered. No  intoxicating  liquor  was  served  on  the  premises  during 
this  visit. 

At  12  P.  M.  on  the  same  date  the  investigator  entered 
another  dance  hall  on Street.     He  found  sixty  boys  and 
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girls  from  sixteen  to  twenty-one  years  of  age  here  together, 
with  about  forty  older  men  and  women.  The  same  careful  super- 
vision as  was  maintained  in  the  hall  visited  earlier  in  the  evening 
was  observed. 

The  conditions  noted  at  a  dance  given  during  the  evening 

of  Jan.  12,  1914,  in  a  hall  on ^  Avenue,  showed  a  marked 

change.  The  dance  was  given  by  an  "Association."  *  At  10  P.  M. 
there  was  a  large  crowd  present,  made  up  for  the  most  part  of 
sporting  men  and  women.  The  investigator  recognized  several 
of  the  women  present  as  prostitutes  from  the  cafes  downtown, 
and  also  noticed  a  number  of  pimps  and  sporting  men.  Practi- 
cally the  entire  troupe  of  one  of  the  notorious  burlesque  com- 
panies ^  showing  in  Newark  at  the  time  was  present.  The 
manager  of  this  company  and  his  leading  comedian  "  led  the 
grand  march.  A  couple  from  the  company  gave  an  exhibition 
of  the  turkey  trot.  The  bar  room  was  crowded  with  both 
men  and  women  drinking,  and  the  side  room  was  filled  with 
couples  drinking  at  the  tables.  In  one  instance  a  fellow  was 
talking  excitedly  with  a  girl  whom  the  investigator  had  seen  in 

a  cafe  on  '  Street.     The  investigator  heard  him  call  the 

woman  a  vile  name  and  say,  "You  get  out  of  here  and  take  your 

clothes  out  of  my  trunk  and  go  to  ."     The  girl  ran  away 

from  him  and  went  to  the  side  room  where  she  sat  at  a  table 
with  the  proprietor  of  the  cafe  spoken  of  above.  The  man  fol- 
lowed her  and  tried  to  strike  her,  but  was  prevented  from 
doing  so  by  this  saloon  keeper. 

About  2  A.  M.  many  of  the  dancers,  both  men  and  women, 
were  intoxicated,  and  the  tables  were  covered  with  glasses  of 
beer  and  other  drinks.  It  is  estimated  that  there  were  about 
600  people  present  at  this  dance. 

At  11  P.  M.,  on  Jan.  12,  1913,  the  investigator  was  talking 
with  a  man  *  whom  he  had  seen  intoxicated  at  the  ball  referred 
to  above.  He  told  the  investigator  that  he  had  been  arrested 
by  a  plainclothesman  at  the  ball  and  sentenced  to  ten  days  in 
jail,  but  that  through  his  acquaintance  with  the  police  and  the 
judge  his  sentence  was  suspended  after  he  had  been  in  jail  two 
days.  He  said  the  cell  where  they  put  him  was  filthy  and  filled 
with  vermin,  and  the  food  was  stale  and  unfit  to  eat. 

The  investigator  asked  him  what  he  was  arrested  for. 

He  said,  "Drunk,  but  if  I  was  caught  a  little  earlier  I  would 
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have  been  sent  up  for  ten  years  instead  of  ten  days,"  because  a 
short  time  before  he  was  arrested  he  was  with  one  of  the  chorus 
girls  from  this  burlesque  company  in  a  room  upstairs.  He  said 
he  was  not  the  only  one.  The  man  declared  that  there  were  a 
lot  of  prostitutes  at  the  ball  that  night. 

At  12  P.  M.,  on  Feb.  7,  1914,  the  investigator  visited  the 

dan(;e   hall  ^    on Street.      This    ball    was    given    by    an 

Association. ■''  There  were  about  150  to  200^  people  present,  most 
of  them  rather  young.  The  investigator  counted  a  number  of 
professional  prostitutes  and  their  pimps.     He  recognized  two  of 

these  women  as  the  ones  who  frequented  a  saloon  on  * 

Street.  These  women  left  their  pimps  and  danced  with  other 
fellows,  while  the  pimps  danced  with  other  girls  present.  The 
dances  were  orderly,  and  during  his  stay  the  investigator  saw 
nothing  that  was  detrimental,  save  for  the  presence  of  the  pro- 
fessional prostitutes  and  their  pimps. 

At  10  P.  M.,  on  Feb.  7th,  1914,  the  investigator  was  trying 

to  find  a  dance  hall  reported  to  be  at  — ^  and Streets. 

As  he  was  looking  about,  he  was  approached  by  a  policeman 
who  wanted  to  know  the  nature  of  his  business  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

The  investigator  said,  "I've  got  a  date  at  a  dance  hall  out 
here,  but  I  can't  find  the  place." 

The  officer  replied,  "Well,  there's  onl}^  one  in  this  neighbor- 
hood," and  mentioned  the  name.-  "It's  a  negro  dive,"  said  the 
officer.    "Is  that  the  place?" 

The  investigator  replied  that  he  did  not  know  it  was  colored, 
but  he  guessed  that  was  it. 

"Well,  be  careful,"  said  the  officer,  "because  they  don't  like 
whites  in  there.    Holler  if  you  need  help." 

The  investigator  thanked  the  officer  and  said  that  he  would. 

He  then  Entered  a  saloon  on ^  Street.    There  was  a  large 

crowd  of  colored  men  and  girls  present,  among  them  being  three 
white  women.  When  the  music  started,  the  white  women  danced 
with  their  colored  partners  and  acted  as  if  they  were  among 
people  of  their  own  race.  As  the  women  danced  they  raised 
their  skirts  above  their  knees  and  performed  all  kinds  of  sugges- 
tive movements,  while  the  spectators  shouted  and  clapped  their 
hands.     Three  colored  waitresses  were  present  and  the  investi- 
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gator  was  solicited  by  them  to  go  to  a  room  upstairs  for  immoral 
purposes.  He  saw  two  of  these  girls  accompany  two  young 
colored  fellows  upstairs,  and  their  places  were  taken  by  two 
others.  Altogether  there  were  five  colored  girls  who  acted  as 
waitresses  and  who  solicited  on  the  premises. 

During  the  investigator's  stay  he  was  solicited  eight  times 
for  immoral  purposes,  three  times  by  the  waitresses  and  five 
times  by  different  colored  prostitutes. 

While  in  conversation  with  the  bartender,  he  learned  that 
the  colored  proprietor  of  the  cafe  conducts  a  parlor  house  during 
the  week  upstairs,  but  on  busy  nights  the  inmates  solicit  about 
the  saloon.  The  investigator  asked  him  if  he  could  find  a  white 
girl  there. 

He  said,  "No;  try  that  black  girl  some  time.  The  boss  ain't 
got  no  white  babies.    You  come  around  some  afternoon." 

Pleasure  Parks. — As  a  result  of  investigations  made  at 
different  pleasure  parks  in  the  vicinity  of  Newark  during  the 
month  of  August,  1913,  the  Committee  is  convinced  that  some 
steps  should  be  taken  to  protect  young  girls  and  boys  from  the 
demoralizing  conditions  which  obtain  in  these  resorts. 

The  following  reports  indicate  these  conditions  : — 

TYP|.CAL  CASES. 

On  Aug.  3,  1913,  about  7  P.  M.,  the  investigator  visited  a 
park.^  This  place  is  frequented  by  a  tough  element.  The 
majority  of  the  people  present  were  colored.  The  girls  walk 
about,  flirt,  and  in  every  way  offer  inducements  to  men  about 
the  grounds  to  approach  them.  Girls  and  fellows  seem  to  come 
here  for  the  purpose  of  meeting.  In  order  for  the  fellows  to 
pick  up  the  girls  they  pass  all  sorts  of  smutty  and  suggestive 
remarks.  The  girls  seem  to  be  in  no  way  offended,  but  just 
laugh  them  off.  Girls  and  fellows  were  rolling  about  on  the 
grass  in  secluded  sections  and  were  in  no  way  ashamed  of  their 
disgraceful  tactics.  The  investigator  hired  a  boat  and  rowed 
about  the  lake  and  actually  counted  three  row  boats  moored 
against  the  banks,  the  occupants  of  which  were  roaming  about 
the  woods.  This  woods  is  situated  on  the  far  side  of  the  lake 
and  is  without  lights.  In  a  walk  of  about  fifteen  minutes  in  this 
section  the  investigator  counted  four  couples. 
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As  the  investigator  entered  the  boat  one  of  the  attendants 
said,  "What  is  the  use  of  hiring  a  boat  if  you're  alone?" 

The  investigator  asked  him  why. 

He  said,  pointing  to  the  woods,  "That's  the  free  hotel;  you 
want  to  get  one  of  them  bums  before  you  take  the  boat." 

There  seemed  to  be  enough  policemen,  but  they  only  roamed 
about  and  in  no  way  interfered  with  the  way  the  young  girls 

and  fellows  carried  on.     Officer  No.  ^  was  standing  with 

five  young  men,  when  one  of  them  shouted  to  a  girl  who  passed, 
"Hey,  bum,  come  here." 

The  girl  stopped  short  and  made  a  vulgar  reply. 

The  investigator  became  acquainted  with  one  of  the  attend- 
ants at  the  park,  and  he  said  that  the  management  tries  to  keep 
the  rough  element  out  by  charging  admission,  "but  they  still 
come." 

On  Aug."  8,  1913,  about  7  P.  M.,  while  the  investigator  was 
at  this  same  resort,  he  chanced  to  meet  an  acquaintance  of  his 

by  the  name  of -,  who  is  now  employed  in  this  park.    This 

fellow  began  to  tell  the  investigator  of  the  "swell  girls"  that 
frequent  the  park.  He  said,  "This  is  the  best  place  I  know  of 
for  Charity.  They  come  right  up  to  you ;  you  never  have  to 
ask  them." 

The  investigator  asked  him  wl:]£re  he  took  the  girls. 

He  said,  "The  grass  is  where  they  all  go.  Those  bums 
don't  know  what  a  hotel  is.  If  you  think  I'm  fooling  you,  come 
around  some  Sunday  night  and  I'll  show  you." 

On  this  same  day,  during  the  evening,  and  at  this  same  park, 
the  investigator  was  talking  with  a  woman  ^  who  has  charge  of 
a  booth  in  this  resort.  Gradually,  a  girl  -  who  stood  nearby, 
and  a  friend  of  this  woman,  entered  into  the  conversation.  After 
conversing  a  short  time  with  the  woman  and  the  girl,  the  girl 
said,  "Oh,  come  on ;  let's  sit  down  some  where ;  I'm  terribly 
tired." 

Seated  on  a  bench  in  this  park,  she  and  the  investigator 
conversed  for  some  time.  The  girl's  conversation  became 
smutty,  and  she  urged  the  investigator  to  tell  her  suggestive 
stories. 

Before  leaving,  the  girl  said  to  the  investigator,  "I'm  only 
going  to  be  here  (in  Newark)  a  short  time  longer.  Won't  you 
take  me  out  some  night?" 
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The  investigator  said  he  would  like  to,  but  could  not  say- 
when,  and  that  he  would  write  her  and  let  her  know.  She  then 
gave  him  her  name  and  address.' 

On  Aug.  19,  1913,  between  the  hours  of  7  :30  and  10  P.  M., 
the  woman  investigator  entered  this  same  park.  She  found  it 
very  poorly  lighted,  all  the  amusements  closed,  and  only  the 
refreshment  stand  and  photo  studio  doing  business.  There  were 
few  visitors.  Some  were  waiting  for  the  moving  picture  exhibi- 
tion. The  investigator  counted  seventeen  young  girls  loitering 
around,  three  of  whom  were  colored.  Some  young  fellows 
teased  some  of  the  girls,  and  the  language  of  all  was  vulgar. 
As  the  investigator  walked  down  across  the  bridge,  she  saw,  in 
a  secluded  spot,  two  young  men  and  two  girls  in  an  immoral  act. 
The  girls  here  were  all  under  twenty  years  of  age  and  appeared 
to  live  close  by.  The  investigator  interviewed  two,  whose  names 
and  histories  she  secured.^ 

On  Aug.  23,  1913,  between  the  hours  of  7:30  and  9:30  P.  M., 
the  woman  investigator  visited  another  park  -,  where  she  found 
the  same  conditions  with  regard  to  the  lighting  as  existed  at  the 
park  referred  to  above.  Six  girls  under  eighteen  years  of  age 
were  grouped  about  a  certain  amusement,  the  place  being  but 
half  lighted.  The  boys  employed  about  the  park  talked  very 
vulgarly.  Back  of  the  dance  hall,  to  the  rear,  the  investigator 
found  four  young  couples.    This  place  was  quite  dark. 

At  8:10  P.  M.  the  dance  hall  was  lighted  and  the  dancing 
started.  The  crowd  frequenting  this  place  is,  for  the  most  part. 
of  the  working  class.  This  place  needs  more  light  and  more 
police. 

On  Aug.  23,  1913,  between  the  hours  of  10  and  11 :30  P.  M., 
the  woman  investigator  visited  a  resort  ^  and  as  she  was  about 
to  enter  was  informed  that  she  must  have  an  escort.  The 
investigator  said  her  escort  was  in  the  saloon,  and  she  then 
entered  and  walked  immediately  to  the  ladies'  room,  where  she 
made  the  acquaintance  of  a  prostitute  -  whose  name  she  secured. 

At  this  place  the  investigator  found  quite  a  few  whom  she 
knew  to  be  professional  prostitutes  and  several  "Charity"  girls. 
Many  people  came  over  from  another  park  nearby  and  several 
auto  parties  stopped  here.  It  appeared  to  the  investigator  that 
there  is  a  regular  crowd  who  visit  here,  all  knowing  one  another. 
The  prostitutes  solicit  boldly. 
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Aug.  9,  1913—11:30-11:45  P.  M. 

While  the  investigator  was  at ^,  he  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Special  Officer  No. 

They  began  to  discuss  the  amount  of  business  done  at  the 
park. 

The  officer  said,  "Things  are  falling  off  badly  at  this  place. 
I  can't  imagine  what  it  is.  The  'chickens'  don't  seem  to  come 
out  here  the  way  they  used   to.     T   myself  haven't  grabbed   a 

piece  of  —  out  here  to-night.     When  it's  floating  around  I 

usuall}^  manage  to  get  mine.     Without  a  doubt  this  is  a  great 

place  for  'Charity.'     You  might  think  this  is  a  lot  of  , 

but  I  know  guys  that  come  out  here  every  Saturday  night  to 
get  some  'Charity.'  " 

As  they  walked  toward  the  saloon,  the  investigator  said, 
"There  ought  to  be  plenty  of  "Charity"  up  at  the  dance  hall." 

He  replied,  "Charity?  That's  all  hookers"  (meaning  regular 
prostitutes).  "You  can  just  tell  how  much  'Charity'  is  laying 
around  when  those  gals  are  starving  to  death.  Those  hookers 
are'  no  good,  anyway.  I'll  bet  nine  out  of  ten  have  the  ral 
(syphilis).  They  are  nothing  but  a  bunch  of  bums  who  work  in 
the  daytime  and  • at  night." 

The  investigator  asked  him  if  he  thought  he,  the  investi- 
gator, would  be  able  to  get  a  few  "Charity"  girls. 

He  said,  "Come  down  here  to-morrow  night,  and  you'll  get 
more  than  you  can  get  away  with.  They'll  never  go  to  a  hotel 
-with  you ;  just  take  them  out  on  one  of  the  lots." 

Burlesque  Shows. — The  character  of  some  of  the  burlesque 
shows  which  visit  Newark  is  not  in  the  least  elevating  to  the 
moral  tone  of  the  community.  The  dialogue  and  songs  are 
usually  suggestive  and  sometimes  absolutely  obscene.  Certain 
of  the  girls,  in  these  shows  are  known  to  be  professional  prosti- 
tutes, while  the  men  are  a  menace  to  young  girls. 

The  audiences  are,  to  some  degree,  made  up  of  men  of  low 
moral  character  who  endeavor  to  meet  the  chorus  girls  for 
immoral  purposes,  and  the  women  and  girls  of  the  audience  are 
subjected  to  the  sexual  stimulus  given  by  the  performances. 
The  eff'ect  of  this  form  of  entertainment  is  degrading.  These 
shows  make  a  strong  appeal  to  the  sexual  appetites. 

Professional  prostitutes  and  "Charity"  girls  frequent  these 
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performances    for   the    sole    purpose    of    securing   customers    or 
acquaintances  who  have  been  aroused  by  the  exhibitions. 

This  is  a  form  of  pubHc  amusement  Avhich  needs  careful 
supervision  and  police  attention. 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

There  is  a  cafe  under  one  of  these  burlesque  theatres  ^ 
where  the  bartender  is  willing  to  act  as  a  go-between  for  the 
chorus  girls  and  men  who  desire  to  meet  them  for  immoral 
purposes.  This  man  declares  that  no  matter  what  company  is 
appearing  in  that  theatre,  he  can  always  get  girls  for  men 
customers. 

At  3  P.  M.,  on  Jan.  19,  1914,  the  w^oman  investigator  entered 
this  theatre.  .The  dialogue  on  the  stage  w^as  very  suggestive. 
When  a  certain  female  impersonator  appeared,  some  of  the  men 
in  the  audience  near  the  investigator  declared  that  they  knew 
him  and  described  his  habits  in  loud  tones  so  that  women  in 
their  vicinity  heard. 

It  is  the  custom  of  the  proprietors  of  this  theatre  to  give 
7'ckets  to  the  women  in  the  audience,  by  means  of  wdiich  they 
can  secure  free  admission  to  certain  matinees. 

During  the  intermission  of  the  performance  in  this  theatre 
on  Dec.  2,  1913,  the  investigator  saw  women  pass  into  the  lobby 
and  solicit  acquaintance  with  men.  Some  of  these  women  made 
no  secret  of  the  fact  that  they  wanted  to  meet  the  men  per- 
formers. 

During  the  afternoon  of  Dec.  22,  1913,  quite  a  number  of 
sailors  were  in  the  audience.  Two  of  these  men  were  heard 
speaking  to  tw^o  young  girls,  and  they  invited  the  girls  to  go  to 
New  London,  Conn.,  with  them.  These  girls  did  not  appear  to 
be  over  eighteen  years  of  age. 

Three  professional  prostitutes,  well  known  to  the  investi- 
gator, occupied  a  box  during  this  performance.  During  the  inter- 
mission these  women  endeavored  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
men  in  the  audience. 

At  the  matinee  given  in  this  theatre  on  the  afternoon  of 
Jan.  13,  1914,  the  investigator  counted  seven  professional  prosti- 
tutes and  saw-  them  soliciting  customers. 
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Rescue  and  Reform 


The  hardened  women  who  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  law  as  prostitutes  are  not  properly  provided  for. 
Only  the  jails  and  workhouses  are  open  to  them,  and 
to  these  they  can  be  committed  but  for  brief  periods. 
Such  treatment  is  not  corrective,  but  rather  the  re- 
verse. One  of  the  greatest  needs  of  the  State  is  an 
institution  where  dissolute  women  may  be  committed 
under  an  indeterminate  sentence  and  trained  by  re- 
formatory methods.  Such  an  institution  would  greatly 
increase  the  efficiency  of  the  police  and  courts,  as 
conservators  of  public  morals,  and  would  be  a  most 
important  factor  in  solving  the  problem  of  prostitu- 
tion."— Report  of  Minneapolis  Vice  Commission 
(191 1). 


RECOMMENDATIONS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Committee  on  "Sources  of  Supply"  would  respectfully 
submit  the  following  recommendations : 

a.     Preventative  Measures. 

1.  Employment  Agencies:  That  the  Common  Council 
Committee  on  Licenses  be  urged  to  insist  upon  a  strict  enforce- 
ment of  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  governing  the  licensing 
of  Employment  Agencies,  especially  with  regard  to  the  qualifi- 
cations of  the  applicant,  and  to  the  monthly  reports  of  inspectors 
(as  provided  by  statute). 

That  Employment  Agencies  be  required  to  report  monthly 
the  names  of  all  women  for  whom  they  secure  positions,  together 
with  the  nature  of  the  employment  and  the  address  of  the 
employer. 

2.  Obscene  Literature:  That  Section  110  of  the  Compiled 
Statutes  of  New  Jersey,  providing  for  the  seizure  of  obscene  and 
indecent  books,  papers,  pictures  and  articles,  be  rigidly  enforced. 

That  especial  diligence  be  used  in  detecting  and  punishing 
those  persons  who  sell  or  display  any  such  literature. 

3.  Lunch  Rooms :  That  the  Department  of  Police  be 
urged  to  keep  a  more  careful  supervision  of  suspicious  restau- 
rants, luncti  rooms,  and  cofifee  houses. 

4.  Railroad  Stations:  That  the  various  railroad  companies 
be  urged  to  prevent  "street  walkers"  from  loitering  in  and  about 
their  stations. 

b.     Education. 

That  the  school  authorities  give  serious  thought  to  the 
introduction  of  sex  hygiene  instructions  in  the  normal  schools, 
employing  especially  trained  teachers  for  that  purpose. 

That  an  educational  movement  be  carried  on  by  the  distribu- 
tion of  carefully  prepared  pamphlets  (in  various  languages) 
dealing  with  the  subject  of  sex  hygiene,  especially  with  the  awful 
results  of  venereal  diseases. 

That  public  opinion  be  educated  up  to  the  point  where  it 
will  demand  one  standard  of  virtue  for  men  and  women  alike. 
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c.     Recreation. 

1.  Dance  Halls:  That  all  public  dance  halls  be  subject  to 
very  strict  supervision  and  careful  inspection. 

That  one  or  more  woman  police  officers  be  especially 
charged  with  the  inspection  and  supervision  of  dance  halls. 

That  a  city  ordinance  or  State  law  be  enacted,  eliminating 
the  sale  of  any  intoxicating  liquor  in  connection  with  dance 
halls. 

2.  Schools:  That  the  Board  of  Education,  in  co-operation 
with  the  Playground  Commission,  provide  increased  facilities 
for  recreation  by  opening  the  school  buildings  in  certain  locali- 
ties at  frequent  intervals,  free  of  charge,  for  neighborhood 
dances  and  other  forms  of  recreation  under  proper  supervision. 

3.  Pleasure  Parks:  That  pleasure  parks  and  their  imme- 
diate vicinity  be  better  lighted,  and  that  a  sufficient  number  of 
police  officers  be  assigned  to  duty  to  protect  our  boys  and  girls. 

That  women  police  officers  be  assigned  to  duty  in  our  public 
and  pleasure  parks. 

That  some  arrangement  be  made  whereby  the  Special  Police 
Officers  employed  in  pleasure  parks  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
Department  of  Police,  and  shall  be  directly  responsible  to  that 
department,  rather  than  to  the  managers  of  the  parks. 

4.  Theatres :  That  especial  attention  be  given  to  the  proper 
lighting  of  moving  picture  theatres. 

That  there  be  a  rigorous  supervision  of  picture  slot- 
machines. 

That  there  be  a  very  strict  censorship  of  moving  pictures, 
and  of  all  plays ;  and  that  immoral  and  suggestive  dances,  dia- 
logues and  singing  be  eliminated. 

5.  Streets:  That  the  police  and  such  other  agencies  as 
have  the  facilities  for  doing  so,  be  urged  to  exercise  especial  care 
to  keep  the  children  oft  the  streets  at  night,  and  to  reduce  as  far 
as  possible  rowdyism  and  objectionable  conduct  (or  loitering) 
on  the  streets,  in  and  around  candy  stores,  pool  rooms,  theatres 
and  parks. 

That  the  police  vigorously  suppress  immoral  solicitation  on 
our  streets. 

d.     Welfare  Work. 

That  manufacturers  and  merchants  who  employ  large  num- 
bers of  girls  in  their  factories  and  stores  be  urged  to  engage 
welfare  secretaries,  whose  duties  it  would  be  to  acquaint  them- 
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selves  with  the  girls,  their  work,,  and  their  personal  difficulties, 
and  be  of  service  both  to  them  and  to  the  employers. 
e.     Rescue  and  Reform. 

There  seems  to  be  a  sufficient  number  of  agencies  and 
institutions  to  take  care  of  the  girls  who  have  fallen  from  virtue, 
but  who  have  not  given  themselves  up  entirely  to  a  life  of  evil; 
but  the  girls  who  are  just  starting  toward  such  life,  and  those 
who  have  become  hardened  prostitutes,  are  sadly  neglected. 

Concerning  these  two  latter  classes,  your  Committee  would 
recommend : — 

1.  That  the  various  agencies  which  are  already  striving  to 
look  after  the  moral  welfare  of  our  girls  should  establish  as  a 
part  of  their  regular  work  the  befriending  of  the  girl  who  is 
just  starting  toward  a  life  of  immorality.  We  believe  that  if, 
through  such  agencies,  women  of  high  moral  character  would 
become  personally  interested  in  individual  girls,  the  chances 
would  be  very  good  for  saving  many  from  a  life  of  ultimate 
shame. 

2.  That  the  county  or  State  provide  an  institution  with 
adequate  hospital  accommodations,  where  dissolute  women  may 
be  sent  for  indeterminate  periods,  have  proper  medical  attention, 
if  necessary,  and  receive  industrial  training. 

We  believe  that  an  institution  of  this  kind  would  be  an 
important  factor  in  solving  the  problem  of  prostitution. 


Sex  Hygiene 


"In  order  to  make  headway  against  the  horrible 
evils  which  accompany  men's  profligacy  and  woman's 
prostitution,  and  to  prevent  the  moral  and  physical 
disasters  which  result  from  the  young  men's  and 
young  women's  ignorance  about  the  natural  processes 
of  reproduction  in  the  human  species  and  about  the 
laws  of  health  in  these  processes,  it  is  indispensable 
that  systematic  instruction  should  be  given  to  all 
young  children  and  young  people  in  the  processes  of 
reproduction  and  growth  in  plants  and  animals,  in 
the  general  rules  of  hygiene,  the  natural,  wholesome 
processes  of  reproduction  in  the  human  species,  and 
at  last  in  the  diseases  and  social  disorders  which  fol- 
low violations  of  nature's  laws  concerning  the  rela- 
tions of  the  sexes." — Charles  William  Eliot,  President 
Emeritus  of  Harvard  University. 


Medical  Questions 


There  is  abundant  statistical  evidence  to  show  that 
80  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  inflammatory  diseases 
peculiar  to  women,  and  75  per  cent,  of  all  special 
surgical  operations  performed  on  women,  and  over  60 
per  cent,  of  all  the  work  done  by  specialists  in  diseases 
of  women  are  the  result  of  venereal  infection.  Seven 
out  of  every  ten  childless  women,  it  is  estimated,  are 
made  so  through  guilty  infection  from  their  husbands ; 
70  to  80  per  cent,  of  the  ophthalmia  which  blots  out 
the  eyes  of  babies,  and  20  per  cent,  of  all  blindness 
are  due  to  the  same  cause ;  60  to  80  per  cent,  of  all 
infected  children  die  before  being  born,  or  come  into 
the  world  with  the  mark  of  death  on  them,  while  those 
that  survive,  one  in  four  or  five,  are  the  subjects  of 
organic  defects  and  degenerative  changes  which  may 
be  transmitted  to  the  third  generation — paralysis, 
paresis,  insanity  (30  per  cent,  of  all  insanity  is  caused 
by  syphilis  alone),  feeble-mindedness,  and  imbecility, 
follow  in  its  train.- — Report  on  Vice  Conditions  in  the 
City  of  Lancaster,  Pa.  (ipi^). 

Prostitution  is  pregnant  with  disease,  infecting  not 
only  the  guilty,  but  contaminating  the  innocent  wife 
and  child  in  the  home  with  sickening  certainty  almost 
inconceivable ;  a  disease  to  be  feared  with  as  great 
horror  as  a  leprous  plague ;  a  disease  scattering  misery 
broadcast,  and  leaving  in  its  wake  sterility,  insanity, 
paralysis,  the  blinded  eyes  of  little  babes,  the  twisted 
limbs  of  deformed  children,  degradation,  physical  rot, 
and  mental  decay. — From  Introduction  to  The  Social 
Bvil  in  Chicago  (ipii). 


MEDICAL  QUESTIONS. 

Certain  conditions  revealed  by  the  investigation  of  the 
Social  Evil  in  Newark  should  claim  the  attention  of  the  medical 
profession.  These  conditions  have  to  do '  with  the  ease  with 
which  abortions  are  performed,  the  prevalence  of  venereal  dis- 
ease, the  use  of  drugs,  and  the  growing  tendencies  toward  pervert 
practices,  on  the  part  of  professional  prostitutes. 

Abortion:  The  Law. — Section  119  of  the  Compiled  Statutes 
of  New  Jersey  provide  that  any  persons  who  administer,  pre- 
scribe, advise  or  direct  a  woman  to  take  any  poison,  drug  or 
medicine,  with  the  intent  to  procure  a  miscarriage,  shall  be  guilty 
of  a  high  misdemeanor.^ 

Punishment. — The  punishment  for  any  person  convicted  of 
a  high  misdemeanor  is  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars, 
or  imprisonment  with  or  without  hard  labor  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  seven  years,  or  both." 

Practitioners. — The  Committee  has  secured  the  names  of 
eleven  midwives  who  have  offered  to  perform  abortions  or  who 
are  under  suspicion  of  such  undertaking.  The  names  of  five 
physicians  are  on  file  who  have  the  reputation  of  committing 
criminal  operations  on,  girls  and  women. 

The  following  typical  reports  illustrate  this  condition  : — - 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

About  4  P.  M.,  on  Dec.  3rd,  1913,  the  investigator  met  a 
pimp,^  and  during  the  conversation  he  confided  in  this  man  that 
he  was  in  trouble  for  causing  a  girl's  pregnancy,  and  asked  him 
if  he  knew  of  anybody  who  could  help  him  out. 

"There  is  a  doctor  -  living  on  "  Avenue,"  the  pimp 

replied,  who  he  knows  has  performed  abortions  for  a  couple  of 
his  friends. 

About  10:30'  P.  M.,  on  Dec.  6th,  1913,  while  the  investigator 
was  in  conversation  with  a  street  walker  ^,  he  asked  her  who 
would  be  a  good  person  to  see  to  have  a  "kid  fixed  up." 

This  prostitute  said,  "If  it  is  still  time  I  can  give  you  the 
address  of  a  mJdwife  who  helped  me  out."     She  then  gave  the 

investigator  the  address  of  a  woman  of  this  character  on '' 

Street.     She  said  she  had  given  this  woman  $15,  and  it  was  the 
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second  abortion  she  had  had  performed  in  a  year.  The  first 
time  a  doctor®  in  Newark  had  "fixed  her  up."  He  had  refused 
to  do  it  a  second  time  because  he  had  had  some  trouble. 

The  investigator  who  talked  with  this  prostitute  was  a  man. 
The  following  report  by  a  woman  investigator  on  this  same 
midvvife  is  illuminating  in  view  of  the  above  statement  by  the 
prostitute : 

At  1 :30  P.  M.  on  Dec.  10,  1913,  the  woman  investigator 
visited  this  midwife.  She  is  a  Avoman  about  forty-three  years 
of  age,  black  hair,  and  appeared  to  be  in  very  poor  health.  As 
the  investigator  entered  the  house  she  found  a  young  girl  about 
eighteen  years  of  age  whom  the  midwife  introduced  as  her 
daughter.  There  was  a  baby  about  two  years  old  in  a  high 
chair. 

The  investigator  explained  to  the  midwife  that  she  was  in  a 
delicate  condition  a,nd  said  that  she  had  been  referred  to  her  by 
a  friend. 

The  midwife  replied  that  she  had  not  done  such  a  thing 
since  she  had  been  in  this  country — seven  years.  In  the  old 
country  it  was  different,  because  the  law  was  not  so  strict,  and 
she  must  look  out  for  herself  and  her  children.  "As  you  are  a 
woman  and  have  had  children  I  may  be  could.  Just  five  weeks 
ago  yesterday  a  girl  came  by  me  and  said,  'Here  is  $75,'  and 
she  put  it  by  me  on  the  table,  saying,  'Make  me  well.'  I  say, 
'No,  ma'am,  I  don't  do  it.'  She  was  too  young."  The  midwife 
then  offered  to  make  an  examination,  and  if  that  was  satisfactory 
she  would  treat  her  so  that  she  would  not  be  sick. 

The  investigator  visited  a  midwife  on ■■ ^  Avenue,  about 

3  P.  M.,  on  Jan.  5,  1914.  She  was  met  at  the  door  by  a  young 
girl  about  sixteen  years  of  age  whom  the  investigator  asked  if 
the  midwife  was  in.  A'Vhen  the  midwife  appeared  the  investi- 
gator said  she  was  embarrassed  to  talk  in  front  of  the  girl,  but 
the  woman  said,  'T  make  no  private  business ;  my  daughter  she 
talks  better  English  for  me." 

The  investigator  said  that  she  had  come  on  a  delicate  sub- 
ject, and  wanted  to  know  her  price  and  if  she  could  be  sick 
there. 

The  midwife  said,  "I  charge  private  people  sometimes  much, 
sometimes  less,  and  sometimes  nothing.     I  go  first  by  the  house, 

"  X  306.  '  X  307. 
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and  if  they  be  poor  I  fix  them  just  the  same.  I  don't  do  monkey 
business  only  for  married  ladies." 

The  investigator  said  she  could  not  ask  the  questions 
necessary  and  started  to  leave. 

The  woman  followed  her  to  the  street  and  said,  "Maybe 
I  can  help  you.  Young  girls  I  would  do  for  nothing.  I  have  a 
family  and  could  not  afford  to  get  in  trouble  through  them. 
You  are  a  lady;  may  be  it  is  you,  yes?  I  could  come  by  you, 
examine  you,  may  be  help  you." 

The  investigator  asked,  "How  much  would  you  charge?" 

The  woman  replied,  "Married  lady,  yes?" 

The  investigator  answered,  "No,  widow." 

The  woman  then  said,  "Oh,  I  can  do  him." 

About  11   P.  M.,  on  Jan.  20,   1914,  the  investigator  visited 

a  saloon  ^  on  Street  where  he  entered  into  conversation 

with  the  bartender.  Among  other  things  the  investigator  said 
that  he  had  a  girl  in  a  pregnant  condition  and  wanted  to  get  her 
out  of  it.  The  bartender  referred  him  to  a  doctor  -  in  Newark 
as  being  the  man  whom  he  knew  would  positively  perform  the 
operation,  having  done  so  for  friends  of  his.  The  bartender  said, 
"I  think  it  will  cost  you  about  $25.  That's  his  price,  but  he  is 
good  at  it." 

A  pimp  whom   the  investigator  met   in   a  cafe   on  ' 

Street  gave  the  name  of  a  midwife  whom  he  said  had  fixed  up 
his  woman.  This  is  the  same  midwife  whom  the  woman  investi- 
gator called  upon  on  Jan.  5th,  referred  to  above. 

On  Dec.  27,  1913,  about  8  P.  M.,  while  the  investigator  was 

loitering  about  the  ^  Theatre,  a  girl  happened  along  who, 

while    she    did    not    brazenly    solicit    him,    encouraged    him    to 

approach  her.     This  girl,  -,  thought  it  was  "awful  cold" 

and  urged  him  to  take  her  in  "to  see  the  show."  He  accom- 
panied the  girl  to  see  the  show.  During  their  stay  in  the  theatre 
she,  of  course,  wanted  to  know  if  he  would  go  with  her  to  her 

room  for  purposes  of  prostitution. looked  rather  young 

to  him  and  he  told  her  he  was  afraid.  She  laughed  at  his  fear 
and  said,  "I  am  twenty,  and  been  in  town  nearly  three  years ; 
do  I  reall}''  look  so  young?  Anyhow,  even  so,  what  are  you 
afraid  of?" 

The  investigator  took  the  opportunity  to  tell  her  he  was  in 
trouble  now  for  causing  a  girl's  pregnancy. 
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She  replied,  "Hell!  that's  easy;  I've  been  there  and  have 
no  kids."  ' 

He  was  very  anxious  to  know  how  she  did  it. 

She  replied,  "A  couple  of  times  I  caught  myself  in  time  and 
took  some  pills  and  a  foot  mustard  bath.  Once  I  had  to  get  it 
fixed." 

It  required  a  good  deal  of  time  before  she  would  give  the 

investigator  the  name  of %  *  Street,  as  the  midwife 

who  performed  an  abortion  on  her  for  $15.     He  asked  -' 

whether  it  would  be  safe  for  him  to  send  "his"  girl  there. 

She  replied,  "Sure,  send  her,  but  don't  you  go  with  her; 
she'd  (the  midwife)  get  scared." 

Venereal  Diseases — There  is  no  question  but  that  many  of 
the  professional  prostitutes  in  Newark  are  victims  of  venereal 
disease  and  are  spreading  such  infection.  No  definite  attempt 
was  made  to  inquire  into  this.  The  cases  which  have  come  to 
the  notice  of  the  Committee  came  only  incidental  in  the  work 
of  the  investigators.  These  reports  are  small  in  number,  but 
they  indicate  to  some  extent,  at  least,  the  dangers  surrounding 
young  men  who  become  the  customers  of  the  professional  prosti- 
tutes, who  solicit  in  the  rear  rooms  of  saloons  and  on  the  streets. 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

During  the  investigation  one  of  the  workers  became 
acquainted  with  a  doctor.^  This  man  has  been  a  drug  salesman 
and  has  some  practice,  his  main  work  being  treating  men  about 
the  saloons  and  the  streets  for  venereal  diseases.     One  of  his 

patients  was  a  cook  in  a  lunch  counter  on  — -  Street.     The 

doctor  told  the  investigator  that  he  had  used  treatment  on  this 
cook  in  the  kitchen  of  the  restaurant  and  also  in  the  rear  room 
of  a  saloon.  He  kept  the  man  coming  to  him  until  he  had  paid 
$18.  He  did  -this  because  the  cook  was  good  pay  and  he,  the 
doctor,  needed  the  money.    Then  he  cured  him. 

About  11  P.  M.,  on  Dec.  22,  1913,  the  investigator  was  in 
several  saloons  with  this  doctor.  In  one  of  these  the  physician 
pointed  out  one  of  the  cabaret  singers  and  told  the  investigator 
that  he  was  treating  her  baby  girl  who  has  cataracts  in  the  eyes, 
which  he  said  was  caused  by  syphilis  and  the  case  was  hopeless. 
After  the  baby's  mother  had  finished  one  of  her  songs,  the  doctor 
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approached  her  and  asked  her  how  her  child  was.  The  woman 
replied  that  it  had  throat  trouble  and  was  quite  sick. 

A\'hile  in  another  saloon,  the  doctor  asked  the  leading  singer 
and  manager  of  a  cabaret  to  sing  a  song.  He  said  that  he  had 
treated  this  singer  recently  for  one  of  the  worst  cases  of  gonor- 
rhoea he  had  ever  tackled. 

About  3  A.  j\I.,  on  Jan.  2,  1914,  the  investigator  visited 
several  cafes  with  two  men  ^  whom  he  had  become  acquainted 
with.  In  one  of  these  cafes  -  they  found  six  prostitutes  in  the 
rear  room.  Two  of  these  women  had  been  sitting  at  a  table  with 
a  police  officer."  One  of  the  men  whom  the  investigator  was 
with  knew  two  of  these  prostitutes  very  well,  and  when  they 
came  to  the  table  where  the  men  were  seated  he  used  very 
insulting  language  to  them.  When  the  men  finally  left  the  cafe, 
he  said  to  the  investigator,  "What  did  you  mix  up  with  those 
two  bogs  for?" 

The  investigator  said,  "They  came  to  our  table  themselves." 

The  man  said,  "They're  no  good.  I  wouldn't  let  you  get 
in  wrong  with  them.  They're  both  'poxed'  (having  syphilis). 
Didn't  you  notice  all  the  powder  on  Sophie's  face?  They're 
rotten  with  it." 

About  4  A.  M.,  on  Jan.  10,  1914,  the  investigator  was  in  a 
hotel  cafe  on  ^  Street.  His  companion  -  asked  the  bar- 
tender why  a  certain  saloon  up  the  street  was  closed  up.     The 

bartender  ''  replied,  "I  hear  that  the  reason  was  because  • 

(giving  the  name  of  the  proprietor)  was  diseased.  He's  got 
syphilis  and  is  all  covered  with  scabs  and  sores.  A  fellow  told 
me  that  he  was  handling  a  ham  one  day,  first  laying  it  on  one 
hand  and  then  on  the  other,  saying  what  a  fine  ham  it  was,  and 
somebody  complained  on  him,  as  this  ham  was  used  for  the 
lunch,  and  the  Board  of  Health  closed  his  place  up." 

The  investigator's  companion  then  told  him  about  a  porter 

and  bartender  ^  in  a  saloon  on ^'  Street  who  had  contracted 

a  severe  case  of  gonorrhoea  from  a  girl  in  the  rear  room  one 
nigltt  last  fall.  He  had  told  this  bartender  what  kind  of  medicine 
to  use  but  the  man  became  worse.  It  was  over  two  months 
before  this  man  got  over  it,  and  during  all  this  time  he  had  not 
dared  to  tell  the  proprietor  of  the  saloon  about  it. 
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The  Sale  of  Drugs:     The  Law. — See  Compiled  Statutes  of 

New  Jersey    (1911)   Sec.  96a. 

Ease  of  Purchase. — A  national  campaign  is  now  being  waged 
against  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  sale  of  drugs,  such  as 
cocaine,  morphine  and  opium.  The  Committee  has  very  definite 
evidence  to  show  that  during  the  period  of  the  investigation  it 
was  quite  an  easy  matter  to  purchase  such  drugs  in  Newark. 

The  following  reports  to  the  Committee  by  the  investigators 
clearly  proved  the  need  for  action  : — 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

About  1  A.  M.,  on  Aug.  12,  1913,  the  investigator  was  walk- 
ing on ^  Street  when  he  was  openly  solicited  by  a  prosti- 
tute. She  offered  to  take  him  to  a  hotel.-  The  investigator  said 
that  he  was  a  stranger  in  town,  and  the  girl  replied  that  she, 
was  glad  to  meet  somebody  who  she  was  not  afraid  of. 

The  investigator  asked  her  what  she  meant. 

She  said,  "Every  time  I  go  out  I  meet  somebody  who  knows 
me.  I  work  during  the  day,  and  only  go  out  when  I  am  up 
against  it.  If  anybody  sees  me  I  will  lose  my  job,  and  then 
I  will  be  a  regular  ."  ' 

The  investigator  asked  her  why  she  did  this  business  when 
she  M^as  working. 

She  said,  "I  guess  you  noticed  it  on  nie.  I'm  a  dope  fiend 
and  I  guess  that  eats  up  all  my  money.  When  I  was  eighteen 
years  old  I  started  to  run  around  with  a  couple  of  guys.  There' 
was  nothing  wrong  with  me  ;  I  was  just  a  good  fellow.  One  of 
those  guys  was  a  sport  and  he  used  to  take  us  over  to  the 
opium  joints  in  New  York,  He  was  a  pipe  artist  himself  (opium 
smoker).  Finally  I  got  to  using  it  and  you  know  the  rest: 
1  used  the  pipe  so  much  that  I  could  smoke  and  it  would  not 
ufTect  me  any  more  ;  so  now  I'm  on  the  morph.  I  guess  by  the: 
time  I  start  to  use  the  coke  (cocaine)  I'll  be  dead." 

The  investigator  then  asked  the  girl  where  he  could  get 
the  morphine  in  Newark. 

The  girl  replied,  "I'll  get  you  some  if  you'll  give  me  half. 

There  is  a  coon  on  ^  Street  who  peddles  it.     Give  me  a 

dollar  and  I'll  get  you  some."  She  further  said  that  the  negro 
who  sells  the  drugs  was  afraid,  and  the  investigator  would  have 
to  wait  until  she  went  and  obtained  it,  because  if  he  saw  the 
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investigator  he  wouldn't  sell  it. 

The  girl  walked  half  way  down  the  block  where  she  stopped 
and  spoke  to  a  negro.  In  a  few  minutes  she  returned  with 
twenty-four  tablets  of  morphine,  of  which  she  took  twelve.  The 
Committee  has  the  remaining  tablets  as  evidence. 

The  girl  then  asked  the  investigator  to  accompany  her  to 

a  place  on  ^   Street  while  she  took  a  "shot"    (injection). 

"I've  got  an  awful  yen-yen  (craving),"  she  said.  When  they 
reached  this  place  the  woman  entered  the  ladies'  retiring  room 
where  she  stayed  for  about  ten  minutes.  When  she  returned 
there  was  a  decided  change  in  her.  She  said  she  had  taken  two 
grains.  She  said,  "About  the  time  it  starts  to  circulate  I'll  be 
in  heaven.  Now,  I  won't  need  anything  until  to-morrow  when 
I  get  up." 

The  girl  then  gave  the  investigator  her  name  ^  but  would 
not  tell  where  she  lived  or  where  she  worked,  because  she  was 
afraid.     She  offered  to  meet  him  at  any  time. 

At  7  P.  M.,  on  Dec.  8,  1913,  the  investigator  was  walking 

on  ^  Street  when  he  met  a  drug  fiend  "  who  is  employed 

by  the  City  of  New  York.  The  investigator  has  known  this 
man  for  a  number  of  years. 

About  6:30   P.    M.,   on    Dec.   9th,   accompanied   by   another 

investigator,  this  same  worker  waited  by  the  *  to  see  if 

they  could  again  meet  this  drug  fiend.  Finally  he  appeared,  and 
said  that  he  had  a  good  job  now  and  that  he  had  been  living  in 
Newark  for  some  time.  He  said  he  was  fighting  the  morphine 
habit,  and  just  as  soon  as  he  was  cured  he  was  going  to  leave 
Newark  and  live  at  home  again.  "I've  been  trying  to  quit  this 
stuff  for  years,"  he  said.  "When  I  was  a  pimp  my  girl  spent 
S600  to  have  me  cured  and  they  couldn't  do  a  thing.  I've  got 
my  own  method  now  and  I've  got  the  stuff'  (morphine)  beat. 
Cold  weather  is  what  puts  a  yen-yen  on  me  :  now  I  don't  care 
how  cold  it  is  ;  I  don't  need  an  injection." 

About  8:45   P.   M.  this  man   said,   "I've  got  a  date  with  a 

moll  (prostitute)  down  on at  9  o'clock.    We  live  together. 

She's  a  pipe  artist,  so  I  use  her  layout  (opium  set).  You  see, 
that's  how  I'm  beating  morphine.  Every  night  I  hit  the  pipe 
up  for  a  couple  of  hours  and  I'm  all  right.  Just  as  soon  as  I 
get  the  old  pipe  under  control  I'll  quit  and  start  to  get  drunk 
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two  or  three  times  a  week.  You  see  I've  got  to  keep  warm.  By 
that  time  the  summer  will  be  around  and  I'll  be  all  to  the  good." 

The  investigator  then  asked  the  man  where  he  could  buy 
a  toy  of  hop. 

The  man  replied,  "I'm  going  down  to  buy  a  can ;  I'll  get 
you  some." 

The  three  men  walked  to ^  Street  and  this  man  entered 

a  Chinese  store.-  In  a  few  minutes  he  returned  with  the  opium 
and  handed  a  jar  of  it  to  one  of  the  investigators,  for  which  he 
charged  seventy-five  cents. 

The  investigator  asked  him  where  he  was  going  to  smoke 
the  opium,  and  he  said,  "Over  the  Chinaman's  store  at  9  o'clock." 

About  10  P.  M.  the  three  men  and  the  woman  entered  this 
room  over  the  Chinaman's  store,  where  the  two  investigators 
saw  this  man  and  his  woman  cook  the  opium  and  smoke  it. 

At  8  P.  M.,  on  Dec.  30,  1913,  the  investigator  entered  a  cafe 
on ^  Street.  About  9  o'clock  a  fellow  apparently  twenty- 
five  years  of  age  entered  the  cafe  and  took  a  seat  next  to  one 
of  the  prostitutes  who  was  sitting  opposite  the  investigator. 
The  bartender  whispered  to  the  investigator  and  said  this  was 
the  fellow  who  would  sell  cocaine.  After  being  introduced  to 
this  man  ^  he  asked  the  investigator  what  he  was  using. 

He  replied,  "C" — as  that  is  one  of  the  code  words  among 
dope  fiends  for  "cocaine." 

The  man  said,  "I  couldn't  get  you  a  flake  of  'C  for  a  week  ; 
it's  tough  getting  that.  I'm  using  morph.  Why  don't  you  use 
morph?    I'll  sell  you  all  you  want.    It's  better  than  'C,'  anyway." 

The  investigator  replied  that  he  couldn't  shoot  the  morphine 
because  he  didn't  have  a  "gun,"  and  he  couldn't  eat  it  because 
it  made  him  sick. 

The  man  said,  "I'll  get  you  the  layout;  wait  here  till  I  get 

back.     I  don't  carry  the  stuff  on  me.     These  out  here 

send  you  away  for  life  for  selling  the  stuff.     A  pal  of  mine  got 

copped  on Street  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  and  he  tried 

to  swallow  the  flakes.  One  big  copper  choked  him  and  he  gave 
it  up.     He  made  ten  bucks    ($10)    a  day  selling  it  to  kids  on 

^  Avenue  as  a  cure  for  cold.    That's  a  rotten  stunt ;  don't 

you  think  so — starting  kids  in  ?  I  told  him  he'd  get  copped. 
I'm  going  over  and  get  the  stuff — wait  here." 

'x428,    'x325,   •'' x  326.  '  x  327,   '  x  486,  ■' x  403. 


Medical  Questions — Typical  Cases  129 


About  fifteen  minutes  later  this  man  returned  with  a  com- 
plete hypodermic  and  some  morphine  tablets.  He  said,  "Here 
is  a  brand  new  hypo— one  case  and  a  half  ($1.50)  ;  six  bits 
(seventy-five  cents)  for  the  *M'."  The  man  then  showed  the 
investigator  a  solid  gold  engraved  "hypo"  for  which  he  said  he 
paid  $17  wholesale.     He  then  invited  the  investigator  to  go  to 

the  ^  Station,  saying  he  was  going  over  there  to  take  a 

"shot." 

When  they  reached  the  station  they  entered  the  lavatory 
and  this  drug  fiend  prepared  his  injection  by  placing  two  tablets 
on  a  bent  spoon  containing  a  little  water.  In  order  to  make  the 
morphine  dissolve  more  readily  he  heated  it  with  a  match. 
While  the  liquid  was  still  hot  he  drew  it  through  a  piece  of 
cotton,  which  acted  as  a  filter,  into  the  "hypo."  Then,  screwing 
on  the  needle,  he  injected  the  morphine  into  his  arm.  Before 
leaving  the  lavatory,  this  man  fairly  cleaned  the  "hypo"  and 
securely  strapped  it  about  his  person. 

About  9:15  P.  M.,  on  Dec.  8,  1913,  the  woman  investigator 
talked  with  a  prostitute.^  This  woman  said  that  she  was  a 
relative  of  one  of  the  former  officials  of  the  city  and  that  some 
of  his  relatives  owned  a  place  ^  where  she  could  get  all  the  dope 
she  wanted. 

On  Dec.   19,  about  8  P.  M.,  the  investigator  met  ^ 

on  Broad  Street,  and  asked  him  where  he  could  buy  some  "snow" 
(cocaine). 

He  replied,  "I  tried  to  get  you  some  from  a  guy  who  was 

peddling  it  on  *  Avenue,  but  I  can't  seem  to  locate  him. 

I'll  go  down  to  the  mock  (Chinaman)  and  see  if  he's  got  any." 

The  investigator  accompanied  him  as  far  as  ■ "  Street. 

He  entered  ^,  and  within   a  few  minutes   returned   with 

twelve  tablets  which  he  said  were  heroin. 

^  said,  "I  couldn't  get  any  'snow,'  but  this  will  do. 

All  the  mock  has  is  this  heroin.  It's  a  little  stronger  than  coke. 
You  know  all  this  stuff  is  about  the  same." 

The  investigator  then  asked  how  this  heroin  was  to  be 
taken,  as  the  party  whom  he  wanted  it  for  might  not  know 
what  it  was. 

He  replied,  "They'll  know,  all  right.  Crush  it  up  and  sniff. 
All  the  nigger  wenches  use  it.    That's  one  stuff'  I  never  touched. 
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It's  worse  than  coke.  A  couple  of  sniffs  and  Monte  Cristo  is  an 
amateur.  If  you  notice,  anybody  who  sniffs  heroin  always  has 
big  nostrils.     The  stuff  eats  away  the  nose  on  you." 

He  charged  the  investigator  fifty  cents  fqr  the  tablets,  the 
price  he  paid  the  Chinaman. 


SPECIAL  REPORT  TO  THE  MEDICAL  COMMITTEE. 

In  March,  1914  on  the  initiative  of  the  Medical  Committee, 
one  of  its  members  mailed  an  identical  letter  to  each  of  the; 
450  doctors  in  Newark  requesting  information  concerning  the 
following  questions,  applicable  to  the  week  of  March   1-7,   1914: 

1.  How  many  cases  of  induced  (i.  e.,  criminal)  abortion 
have  you  seen? 

2.  How  many  cases  of  abortion  produced  by  natural 
causes? 

3.  How  many  cases  of  gonorrhoea  or  its  sequaetae?  :,, 

4.  How  many  cases  of  syphilis  or  its  primary  or  later 
stages?  . 

5.  HoAv  many  persons  taking  morphine,  habitually,  do  yoU; 
know  of? 

Of  the  total  number  of  doctors  addressed,  190,  or  about 
forty-five  per  cent,  responded.  i 

What  the  Replies  Showed. — The  190  doctors  had  seen  forty- 
one  induced  or  criminal  abortions  during  the  week,  from  which 
it  would  appear  that  Newark  sees  over  2,000  criminal  abortions 
in  a  year.  There  were  sixty-seven  abortions  from  natural  causes. 
It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  thirty-eight  per  cent,  of  all  abor- 
tions are  criminal. 

Of  gonorrhoea,  750  cases  were  reported. 

Of  syphilis,  the  responses  showed  a  total  of  645  cases  in  all 
its  stages. 

Of  morphine  eaters,  the  responding  doctors  reported  a  total 
of  301. 


RECOMMENDATIONS  OF  THE  MEDICAL  COMMITTEE. 

Drugs. — In  the  matter  of  the  illegal  sale  of  narcotic  drugsj 
State  laws,  supplemented  by  U.  S.  Treasury  decision  No.  33,456' 
for  interstate  traffic,  if  adequately  enforced,  would  do  much  to 
safeguard  the  public  and  very  much  reduce  this  business  so 
detrimental  to  the  health  and  lives  of  its  victims. 

Assembly  Bill  No.  282,  which  proposed  to  enlarge  the  scope 
of  all  previous  drug  laws,  bringing  a  much  greater  number  of 
dangerous  drugs  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  proper 
authorities  and  providing"  more  adequately  for  the  enforcement 
of  the  law,  unfortunately  failed  of  passage.  Your  Committee 
would  recommend  the  support  of  a  similar  bill,  which  it  is  hoped' 
will  be  introduced  at  another  session  of  the  Legislature.  Should 
it  become  a  law  we  urge  all  good  citizens  to  study  its  provisions 
and  endeavor  to  make  them  effective  for  the  public  good. 

Abortion. — In  common  with  all  right-thinking  citizens  we 
deplore  the  alarming  prevalence  of  this  crime  against  the  per- 
petuation of  the  race,  no  less  than  forty-one  cases  of  criminal  or 
induced  abortion  having  been  reported  by  less  than  one-half  of 
the  physicians  of  Newark,  as  having  come  under  their  observa- 
tion in  one  week. 

Some  of  them,  doubtless,  were  self-produced,  others  by  mid-i 
wives,  and  still  others  by  physicians,  unworthy  the  name,  who 
love  gold  more  than  honor  and  the  sanctity  of  the  oath  taken 
on  entering  the  profession,  to  protect  and  preserve  human  life; 

If  in  any  city  of  this  size  it  were  known  that  forty-one 
deliberate  murders  had  been  committed  in  one  week,  not  only 
the  city  itself,  but  the  whole  country  would  rise  in  its  wrath  to 
punish  the  guilty  parties.  What  shall  be  said  of  the  moral  sense 
of  the  mothers  who  thus  contribute  to  such  appalling  slaughter 
of  the  innocents?  Who  shall  teach  them  the  sacredness  of  foetal 
life  at  every  age  from  the  time  of  conception  till  birth?  Mani- 
festly a  serious  duty  is  here  imposed  on  the  medical  profession. 

In  so  far  as  midwives  are  guilty  of  this  practice  the  evil 
could  be  much  diminished,  if  not  entirely  eradicated,  by  supply- 
ing to  the  Infant  H^^giene  Department  of  the  Board  of  Health 
an  additional  nurse  whose  sole  duty  it  should  be  to  secure  the 
registration  of  all  midwives,  less  than  one-half  of  whom  are 
now  on  record,  examine  their  outfit  and  care  of  instruments; 
their    qualifications    as    to    knowledge    in    handling    normal    or 


132        Social  Evil  Conditions  in  Newark,  N.  J. 


abnormal  labors  and  the  subsequent  care  of  mothers  and  babies 
and  thus  make  them  feel  that  they,  as  a  body,  are  under  the 
guidance  of  and  responsible  to  the  Board  of  Health  for  their 
conduct.  In  this  way,  with  one  responsible  party  on  guard  and 
the  midwives  themselves  made  to  feel  their  added  dignity  as  a 
branch  of  the  medical  profession,  their  standard  of  morality 
would  be  raised  and  the  guilty  more  easily  discovered  and 
punished.  Revocation  of  license  and  imprisonment  should  be 
regarded  as  the  only  admissible  penalties. 

In  the  case  of  guilty  physicians  who  should  themselves  be 
teachers  of  good  morals,  instead  of  destroyers  of  life,  revocation 
of  license  and  long  terms  of  imprisonment  would  seem  the  only 
fitting  punishment.  Our  medical  societies  and  boards  of  medical 
examiners  should,  through  their  official  censors,  be  more  alert 
to  discover  and  prosecute  violators  of  the  law. 

One  of  the  crying  evils  of  the  time  is  the  publishing  of 
quack  advertisements  of  persons  and  drugs  claimed  to  be  sure, 
safe  and  speedy  agents  for  the  relief  of  "women  in  trouble."  If 
our  high  grade  papers  would  refuse  all  medical  advertisements, 
the  cause  of  good  morals,  public  health  and  racial  prosperity 
would  be  materially  promoted  thereby. 

Venereal  Diseases. — ^^'e  commend  the  action  of  the  Board 
of  Health  in  providing  laboratory  tests  and  a  clinic  for  the 
treatment  of  this  class  of  diseases,  on  scientific  lines.  We  would 
suggest  that  the  Board  supply  to  all  physicians  of  the  city,  as 
well  as  to  this  clinic,  leaflets  describing  briefly,  but  accurately, 
the  immediate  and  some  of  the  remoter  terrible  consequences  of 
these  diseases,  if  uncured,  one  such  leaflet  suited  to  the  case 
to  be  handed,  in  every  instance,  to  the  patient  applying  for  treat- 
ment, to  warn  him  of  the  gravity  of  his  case  and  the  necessity 
of  persisting  in  the  treatment  till  he  is  radically  cured  and  thus 
to  safeguard  him  from  greater  ills  in  the  future  and  to  protect 
the  community  from  infection. 

It  is  a  fact  well  known  to  physicians  that  the  general  public 
knows  very  little  of  the  alarming  prevalence  and  the  awful 
consequences  in  the  way  of  sufi^ering  and  ultimately  of  death 
chargeable  to  these  diseases.  For  example,  reports  recently  sent 
in  by  190  physicians  of  this  city  showed  that  in  one  week  they 
treated  750  cases  of  gonorrhoea.  J\Iany  of  these  were  undoubt- 
edly in  unmarried  men.  A  large  number,  judging  by  the  observa- 
tion of  medical  men  in  the  past,  will  discontinue  treatment  before 
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a  radical  cure  is  effected.  They  will  marry  pure  girls,  infect 
their  wives  with  the  same  disease  but  with  most'  alarming  symp- 
toms, necessitating  serious  abdominal  operations  to  save  life,  and 
which  probably  will  leave  the  patients  physical  wrecks,  with  the 
power  of  maternity  destroyed  forever.  This  is  no  fancy  picture, 
but  is  duplicated  hundreds  of  times  in  the  experience  of  every 
prominent  abdominal  surgeon.  From  nineteen  to  forty-five 
per  cent,  of  all  such  operations  are  reported  as  due  to  gonorrhoea. 

Greater  publicity  should  be  given  to  the  statistics  of  these 
diseases,  as  to  their  frightful  consequences,  difficulty  of  eradica- 
tion and  remarkable  persistence.  Although  they  are  highly 
infectious,  little  attempt  is  made  in  some  of  our  hospitals  to 
detain  patients  suft'ering  from  them  in  a  condition  of  isolation 
till  they  are  entirely  cured.  Ultimately  we  believe  and  hope 
that  gonorrhoea  and  syphilis  will  be  made  reportable  by  law 
and  segregated  from  the  community  at  large  as  thoroughly  as 
are  small-pox  and  diphtheria,  which  are  infinitely  less  harmful. 

As  a  first  step  in  this  process  of  educating  the  public  they 
might  be  reported  without  the  name  of  the  patient.  This  should 
hold  of  hospitals  and  dispensaries  as  well  as  of  private  practice. 
Greater  care  should  be  exercised  by  physicians  in  reporting 
causes  of  m.ortality  to  emphasize  the  primary  cause  which  in 
many  instances  now  not  revealed  would  be  charged  to  one  or 
other  of  these  dread  maladies. 

Prevention  Through  Education. — More  important,  however, 
than  any  measure  of  treatment  of  these  diseases  when  once  con- 
tracted is  the  wise  employment  of  the  principle  of  prevention. 
Much  of  the  expense,  suffering,  protracted  disability  and,  in 
many  cases,  ultimately  many  deaths  might  be  avoided  were  the 
adolescents  of  both  sexes  adequately  and  judiciously  instructed 
in  a  few  fundamental  facts  of  sex,  propagation  and  uplift  of  life. 
The  frightful  evils  attendant  on  the  violation  of  the  laws  of 
chastity  and  purity,  the  conviction  that  continence  is  never  detri- 
mental to  health  in  either  sex,  should  be  thoroughly  realized  by 
all  our  youth  approaching  adult  life.  The  proper  place  and 
persons  for  the  giving  of  this  instruction  are  well  indicated  in  a 
resolution  recently  passed  by  the  Department  of  Superintendents 
of  the  National -Educational  Association: 

"Resolved,  that  we  recognize  fully  the  importance  of  the 
proper  teaching  of  sex  hygiene,  but  that  we  believe  the  ideal 
place  for  giving  such  instruction  to  be  the  home ;  that  we  believe 
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the  school  should  be  willing  and  anxious  to  help  the  home  in 
this  matter  as  best  it  can,  if  instruction  in  sex  hygiene  is  to  be 
given  in  school  by  teachers  specially  qualified  for  such  work." 

We  believe,  therefore,  that  the  introduction  of  the  subject 
in  our  normal  schools,  employing  for  that  purpose  specially 
trained  teachers,  preferably  physicians  of  age  and  experience, 
emphasizing  the  wisest  methods  of  teaching  the  subject,  would 
best  prepare  the  way  for  the  adequate  instruction  of  millions  of 
our  young  people  whose  homes  are  absolutely  unfitted  to  give 
them  the  help  they  need. 

This  is  no  blind  rushing  in  of  fools  where  angels  fear  to 
tread,  but  the  cautious  employment  of  the  best  science  and  the 
highest  skill  of  the  age  to  combat  an  age-long  evil  of  world-wide 
prevalence  and  will  require  decades  to  bring  it  to  perfection. 

We  believe,  also,  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  all 
the  States  will  imitate  the  example  of  the  eight  now  requiring  it 
and  insist  that  parties  seeking  a  marriage  license  must  present 
a  certificate  of  sound  health,  verified  by  the  most  searching  tests, 
prior  to  the  granting  of  a  permit  to  that  end.  That  they  should 
consult  their  family  physicians  and  be  guided  by  the  advice 
received  is  imperative. 

Your  Committee  believe  that  the  most  powerful  agency  in 
controlling  the  propagation  of  venereal  diseases  will  be  found 
in  the  moral  force  of  public  opinion  as  transformed  and  regen- 
erated, and  that  it  will  insist  on  one  standard  of  virtue  for  men 
and  women  alike.  To  this  end  should  be  directed  every  educa- 
tional, scholastic,  ministerial  and  social  force  in  the  whole  com- 
munity. Then  the  literature  and  drama,  the  art,  dance  and 
music,  the  dress  and  manners  of  the  period  will  all  contribute 
to  the  sanctity  of  the  home,  the  purity  and  nobility  of  wifehood 
and  motherhood,  and  the  subjection  of  the  animal  to  the  moral 
in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

Dr.  L.  De;nnis, 

Dr.  Edw.  J.  Iiviv, 

Dr.  Wm.   Budrmann, 

Dr.  Theo.  W.  Corwin, 

Dr.  He;nry  J.  F.  Wallhauser, 

.     Committee. 
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LAW  ENFORCEMENT. 
Police  Rules  and  Regulations. 

No.  3.  Under  General  Rules. ^  Intoxication,  whether  on  or 
off  duty  (but  more  especially  while  in  the  performance  of  actual 
duty),  shall  be  deemed  to  be  one  of  the  most  serious  offences, 
and  no  member  of  the  force  shall,  in  the  station  house  or  else- 
where, while  on  duty,  drink  any  intoxicating  liquor,  or,  except 
in  the  immediate  discharge  of  police  duty,  enter  any  place  where 
intoxicating  liquors  are  sold  or  furnished,  while  wearing  any 
portion  of  his  police  uniform ;  nor  shall  any  intoxicating  liquors 
be  introduced  upon  any  pretext  into  the  station  house,  except 
when  advised  by  a  physician. 

No.  70.  Duties  of  Police  Captains.^  The  Captains  of 
Police  will  be  held  strictly  responsible  for  the  preservation  of 
the  public  peace  in  their  respective  precincts,  and  to  insure  good 
order  they  are  vested  with  power  to  post  their  men  under  their 
command  in  such  part  of  their  precinct  (in  conformity  with  the 
rules)  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Nos.  121,  122,  123,  124,  129,  131.    Duties  of  Patrolmen.^ 

No.  121.  The  prevention  of  crime  being  the  most  important 
object  in  view,  the  Patrolman's  exertions  must  be  constantly 
used  to  accomplish  that  end.  He  must  examine  and  make  him- 
self perfectly  acquainted  with  every  part  of  the  posts  of  his 
precinct,  and  vigilantly  watch  all  persons  passing  his  way ;  and 
must,  if  possible,  fix  in  mind  such  impressions  as  will  enable 
him  to  recognize  persons  whom  he  frequently  meets  on  the 
streets  at  night,  and  endeavor  to  obtain  their  names  and  resi- 
dences. He  shall  also  acquire  such  knowledge  of  the  inhabitants 
of  his  precinct  as  to  enable  him  to  at  once  recognize  them. 

No.  122.  He  shall  frequently,  during  his  tour  of  duty  in 
the  night  time,  carefully  examine  all  doors  and  lower  windows 
of  dwelling  houses  and  stores,  to  see  whether  they  are  properly 
secured ;  and  also  the  areas  and  area  gates  of  the  several  houses 
upon  his  post. 

No.  123.  He  shall  strictly  watch  the  conduct  of  all  persons 
of  known  bad  character  in  such  manner  that  it  will  be  evident 


^  See  Manual  of  the  Police  Department- — Rules  and  Regulations  for  the 
Government  of  the  Police  Department  of  the  City  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  adopted 
by  the  Board— June  27,   1907,   Page  11. 

^  See  Manual  of  the  Police  Department,  Page  22. 

^  X  See  Manual  of  the  Police  Department,  Pages  31  and  32. 
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to.  such  persons  they  are  watched,  and  that  certain  detection 
must  follow  the  attempt  to  commit  crime.  He  shall  note  the 
time  and  circumstances  attending  the  appearance  of  such  char- 
acters upon  his  post  and  the  premises  they  may  enter,  and  report 
the  same  to  the  Captain  or  the  officer  in  charge. 

No.  124.  He  shall  carefully  watch  all  alleged  disorderly 
houses  of  all  kinds  upon  his  post,  and  report  in  Avriting  his 
observations  to  his  Captain. 

No.  129.  If  he  observes  on  the  street  anything  likely  to 
produce  danger  or  public  inconvenience,  or  anything  which 
seems  to  him  irregular  or  offensive,  he  shall  report  the  same 
immediately  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  precinct. 

No.  131.  He  must,  by  his  vigilance,  render  it  extremely 
difficult  for  anyone  to  commit  a  crime  upon  his  post.  (The 
absence  of  crim.e  is  considered  the  best  proof  of  the  efficiency 
of  the  police).  And  when  a  crime  has  been  committed,  and 
there  is  good  cause  to  suspect  that  negligence  is  attributable  to 
the  officer  on  the  post  at  the  time  of  the  commission  of  the 
ofifence,  a  charge  of  neglect  of  duty  will  be  preferred  against 
such  officer,  who  shall  be  required  to  prove  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Board  that  he  was  strictly  attending  to  his  duties. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  extracts  taken  from  the 
Manual  of  the  Police  Department,  there  are  certain  definite 
things  that  the  police  force  must  observe  and  do  in  connection 
with  disorderly  places. 

The  investigation  shows  that  some  action  is  being  taken  by 
the  Police  Department  to  repress  disorderly  conditions.  A  few 
of  these  observations  follow  : — 

TYPICAL  CASES. 

While  trying  to  discover  addresses  of  houses  of  prostitu- 
tion, officers  have  been  seen  by  the  investigators  in  front  of 
certain  houses,  evidently  having  been  placed  there  to  warn  ofT 
prospective  customers. 

One  day  the  investigator  was  in  what  is  known  as  a  "hang- 
out" on ^  Street.    He  asked  one  of  the  men  how  the  police 

were  treating  the  girls.    This  man  is  a  pimp. 

He  said,  "The  girls  are  wise ;  they  won't  give  them  a  chance 
—especially  the  white  girls.  The  nigger  wenches  have  a  pipe, 
though ;  they  won't  give  a  white  girl  a  show." 

'x357. 
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Another  pimp  -  said  that  the  "bulls"   (plainclothesmen)   are 

worse   than   they  are   on    ■■   Avenue,   New   York,   and   he 

advised  another  man*  who  is  supposed  to  have  a  girl  working 
for  him  in  Newark  to  be  careful  because  "if  she  is  'grabbed'  it 
would  go  hard  with  her."  This  man  said  he  was  going  to  leave 
Newark  as  soon  as  his  woman  got  enough  money. 

About  11  P.  M.,  on  Dec.  10th,  1913,  the  investigator  over- 
heard an  officer  ^  say  that  he  had  been  on  the  force  seventeen 
years  and  that  the  negroes  in  the  section  of  the  city  known  as 
the  "Coa:st"  were  very  much  afraid  of  him.  He  further  said 
that  they  had  orders  from  headquarters  to  see  that  no  more 
negro  women  were  allowed  in  the  saloons  on  the  "Coast."  "It 
is  a  good  thing  to  stop  it,"  he  said  ;  "this  is  the  toughest  place 

in  Newark,  and  in  the  country,  I  guess.     Those  negro  

rob  men  right  and  left,  and  a  man  is  lucky  to  get  away  with 
the  clothes  on  his  back.  They  offer  to  go  with  a  man  for  a 
few  cents ;  then  they  get  him  in  a  lot  or  room  and  steal  every 
cent  he  has  got." 

This  officer  warned  a  man  not  to  go  near  that  section 
especially  at  night.  He  said  that  in  spite  of  all  they  could  do 
it  was  dangerous  for  a  white  man  to  go  through  there. 

In  regard  to  houses  of  prostitution,  this  officer  said,  "Newark 

is  pretty  quiet  and  getting  more  so,  but  there  are  a  lot  of 

who  take  men  to  their  rooms." 

Soon    after   the    above    conversation    with    this    officer,    the 

investigator  met  a  man  -  who  works  for  a  firm  on ■'■  Street. 

In  speaking  of  other  things  this  man  said  that  it  was  a  mighty 
good  thing  that  the  order  came  to  keep  the  colored  girls  out  of 
the  saloons  on  the  "Coast." 

A  bartender  also  said  that  it  is  a  good  thing.  "Those 
women  rob  every  man  they  get  a  hold  of  and  they  ought  to 
stop  that,  but  they  needn't  make  Newark  a  Sunday  Scho'ol 
town." 

Some  time   ago  a   house  of  prostitution   on  ^   Street 

was  raided.  The  woman  had  $500  in  the  bank  at  the  time,  but 
it  cost  her  $1,000,  besides  serving  ten  days  in  jail. 

One  evening  the  investigator  approached  the  chauffeur "  of 
a  taxicab  and  asked  him  if  he  could  take  him  to  a  sporting 
house. 


'x358,  'x487.       '  x  359,  '  X  360,  '  x  481.      '  x  361,    'x^62, 
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The  chauffeur  replied,  "Certainly,  get  right  in." 

They  drove  to  a  house  on  ^  Street.     The  chauffeur 

went  to  the  door,  leaving  the  investigator  in  the  cab,  and  rang 
the  bell.  After  some  delay,  the  door  was  opened  by  a  tall  man 
and  the  two  talked  together  for  a  few  moments.  Finally  the 
chauffeur  returned  and  said,  "I  didn't  know  they  were  closed. 
That  guy  is  a  'bull.'  " 

While  the  investigator  was  in  a  house  of  prostitution  on 

*  he  talked  to  the  Madam  and  pretended  to  know  of  a 

girl  whom  he  could  put  in  a  house.    The  Madam  said,  "It  would 

be  all  right,  but  I  couldn't  have  anyone  while  is  here. 

Business  is  bad  enough  as  it  is.  Besides,  if  you  do  too  much 
the  police  will  get  after  you." 

About  1  A.  M.  on  Jan.  20,  1914,  the  investigator  was  in  the 

rear  room  of  a  saloon  on ^  Street.     He  overheard  a  man 

talking  with  a  prostitute  regarding  some  disorderly  furnished 

room  houses  on Street.    One  of  the  prostitutes  said,  "I'm 

afraid  to  go  there  because  the  police  are  watching  the  house; 
I'm  afraid  I'll  get  pinched  when  the  raid  comes  off." 

Earlier  in  the  evening,  the  investigator  was  talking  with  a 

man  while  they  were  walking  on  -^  Avenue.     The  man 

said,  "I'd  take  you  over  to  *  on  ^  Street,  but  we 

might  be  there  when  the  place  is  raided,  because  the  cops  are 
watching  the  house." 

About  1  A.  M.,  on  Jan.  2nd,  1914,  the  investigator  men- 
tioned to  a  man  that  he  had  seen  by  the  papers  that  a  saloon  ° 

and  a  house  ^,  both  on  ^  Street,  were  raided  by  the  police 

on  New  Year's  Eve.  The  man  was  very  much  concerned  about 
•this  raid,  because  he  knew  the  women  that  were  in  the  house 
and  wondered  what  they  would  do  now. 

In  spite  of  the  apparent  efforts  by  the  police  to  repress  dis- 
orderly conditions^  the  investigators  have  found  many  instances 
where  they  have  knowledge  of  such  conditions,  but  make  no 
efforts  to  make  arrests.  In  fact,  definite  instances  have  been 
noted  where  they  have  violated  Section  3  under  the  General 
Rules,  prohibiting  these  officers  from  entering  places  where 
intoxicating  liquors  are  sold. 


'x363,    'x488.    '  x  364,  "^  x  489.  '  x  490,  *  x  491.  '  x  489.  *  x  365,  '  x  366,  *x441. 


Disorderly  Conditions — Typical  Cases         i4i 

About    11:45    P.    M.,   on   Dec.    11,    1913,   the   investigator, 

accompanied  by  a  man,^,  entered  a  notorious  saloon  on  ^ 

Street.  As  they  were  seated  at  a  table  with  the  woman  who 
runs  the  saloon  and  a  prostitute,  an  officer  in  full  uniform 
came  in  by  the  side  entrance.  He  greeted  all  and  was  very 
familiar  with  the  companions  of  the  investigator.  He  sat  down 
at  the  table  with  them  and  remarked  that  it  was  cold. 

The  woman  who  runs  the  resort  asked  the  officer  what  he 
was  going  to  have  and  he  said,  "Beer." 

The  prostitute  went  back  of  the  bar  and  brought  a  glass  of 
beer  to  him,  which  he  drank. 

A  little  later  the  investigator  ordered  beer  and  said,  "What 
will  you  have,  officer?" 

He  replied,  "Beer,"  which  he  received  and  drank. 

The  man  who  accompanied  the  investigator  to  this  place 
asked  the  officer  for  a  cigarette.  The  officer  unbuttoned  his 
coat  and  produced  a  box  of  cigarettes,  giving  one  to  the  prosti- 
tute, one  to  the  man,  and  lighting  one  for  himself. 

He  remained  in  the  saloon  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 
The  investigator  secured  the  number  on  his  shield  and  helmet,^ 
which  he  is  quite  positive  is  correct,  although  the  light  in  the 
saloon  was  rather  dim. 

About  10:30  P.  M.,  on  this  same  day,  the  investigator  was 

in  a  cafe  on  ^  Street  when  he  heard  a  rap  on  the  rear 

door.  The  bartender  ^  opened  the  door  and  the  investigator 
saw  a  policeman  in  full  uniform.  After  speaking  with  the  officer 
a  moment,  this  man  returned  to  the  bar  and  got  two  cigars  which 
he  handed  to  the  officer. 

About  2:30  A.   M.,  on  Jan.  3rd,  a  police  officer  in  plain 

clothes  came  into  a  cafe  on *  Street.     He  had  several 

drinks  and  took  a  cigar  which  the  investigator  paid  for.  While 
he  was  drinking,  the  bartender  ^  tied  up  several  bottles  of  beer, 
which  the  officer  took  away  with  him.  This  saloon  has  a  very 
bad  reputation. 

About  4  A.  M.,  on  Jan.  3rd,  the  investigator  entered  a  cafe." 
There  were  five  girls  in  this  room  at  this  hour,  all  of  whom 
were  prostitutes,  and  at  one  table  sat  a  police  officer  ^  partially 
intoxicated  and  in  full  uniform.  His  helmet  and  club  lay  on 
the  table  and  he  had  an  empty  whiskey  glass  in  front  of  him. 
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He  sat  between  two  girls  and  embraced  them.  One  girl  had 
her  arm  about  his  neck.  He  called  them  by  name  and  appeared 
perfectly  familiar,  not  only  with  the  women,  but  with  the  waiter 
and  bartender.  Later  the  investigator  saw  him  standing  at  the 
bar  drinking  whiskey.  While  they  were  in  the  rear  room  they 
heard  a  whistle  and  one  of  the  men  asked  the  policeman  if  that 
was  not  for  him. 

The  officer  said,  "To  hell  with  the  whistle ;  that  isn't  for  me." 

Later  the  fire  bell  rang  and  the  officer  asked  everybody  to 
be  quiet  so  that  he  could  count  the  alarm,  and  then  said,  "That 
ain't  our  call;  it's  down  in  the  other  precinct." 

Finally  this  officer  put  on  his  belt  and  pushed  his  way  out 
the  back  door.  About  ten  minutes  later  he  returned  through 
the  bar  room  and  said,  "Who  the  hell  put  me  out  of  the  back 
door?" 

At  12  P.  M.,  on  Jan.  7th,  1914,  the  man  who  accompanied 
the  investigator  in  this  saloon  on  Jan.  2nd  told  the  investigator 
that  one  of  the  men  who  had  been  in  the  room  at  the  time  the 
officer  was  there  had  been  arrested  for  fighting  by  this  officer. 
This  fellow  declared  when  he  was  brought  before  the  judge  that 
he  believed  this  officer  had  arrested  him  because  he  had  seen 
him  while  on  duty  in  the  rear  room  of  a  cafe,  hugging  and 
doing  other  familiar  actions  with  the  prostitutes. 

During  the  same  evening  another  officer  came  in  and  stood 
at  the  bar  and  asked  for  cigars  and  found  fault  with  the  quality 
of  the  cigars  that  the  bartender  gave  him.  This  particular  cafe 
is  a  low  and  tough  dive. 

Sections  121,  123,  124  and  129  of  the  Manual  of  the  Police 
Department  specially  provide  that  the  patrolmen  must  do  all  in 
their  power  to  prevent  crime.  They  must  examine  carefully  all 
doors,  keep  strict  watch  of  the  conduct  of  all  persons  of  known 
bad  character,  report  all  alleged  disorderly  houses  of  all  kinds 
upon  their  posts,  and  observe  conditions  on  the  street  likely  to 
produce  danger  or  public  inconvenience  or  anything  which  seems 
to  them  irregular  or  offensive. 

The  investigators  have  found  many  instances  in  which  these 
rules  have  been  violated  by  patrolmen.  Citizens  have  made 
complaints  regarding  the  ineffective  work  of  patrolmen  in 
repressing  prostitutes  who  loiter  about  the  streets  in  certain 
sections  of  the  city,  accosting  men  and  taking  them  to  furnished 
rooms.     One  citizen  declared  that  he  had  made  five  complaints 
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at  the  police  station,  but  the  patrolmen  had  never  come  around 
to  clean  things  up.  He  said  that  his  own  daughter  and  his 
tenants'  children,  sitting  by  the  windows  studying  their  school 
lessons,  see  these  women  hustling  in  front  of  the  houses.  This 
man  further  declared  that  he  was  willing  at  any  time  to  give  his 
name,^  and  that  he  and  his  neighbors  would  give  evidence  of 
actual  payment  of  graft  to  the  patrolmen  in  this  district  by 
colored  prostitutes.  He  declared  that  every  night  these  prosti- 
tutes bring  men  in  and  use  the  hallway  of  his  house.  "Last 
night  one  of  these  negro  women  wanted  to  hit  me  with  a  rock. 
The  negro  detective  told  her  I  would  make  a  complaint." 

This  man  further  declared  that  these  negro  prostitutes  pay 
definite  sums  of  money  to  the  police.  He  then  pointed  to  a 
negro  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  who  he  said  was  a 
detective,  and  that  this  man  collects  the  money  from  the  women. 

After  the  investigator  left  this  man,  he  turned  the  corner  of 

■'  and Streets  and  heard  a  man  whom  he  supposed 

to  be  a  detective  tell  a  prostitute,^  "Come  through  with  that 
guy's  poke  (pocketbook)  ;  he's  making  a  yell." 

The  woman  declared  that  they  had  just  chased  the  girl 
through  her  house,  and  that  was  the  reason  they  came  to  her 
for  the  money.  This  man  made  no  reply  to  this  accusation,  and 
later  on  joined  a  colored  man  who  appeared  to  be  a  detective, 
also  in  company  of  a  man  of  foreign  birth  who  had  evidently 
been  robbed  by  one  of  the  women. 

The  investigator  visited  a  very  notorious  cafe  on  ^ 

Street.  This  place  is  frequented  by  prostitutes  and  the  police 
walk  by  the  door,  see  the  colored  women  solicit  and  white  men 
enter,  but  pay  no  attention  to  it. 

A  colored  detective  is  detailed  in  front  of  a  saloon  on '' 

Street.  The  bartender  *  said  that  he  never  bothers — "he  keeps 
the  crowd  moving  in  front  of  the  door."  This  bartender  showed 
the  investigator  a  loaded  revolver  which  he  carries. 

We  referred  above  to  the  fact  that  the  Police  Department 
orders  officers  to  keep  the  colored  prostitutes  out  of  the  saloons 
on  what  is  known  as  the  "Coast."    This  was  in  December,  1913. 

About  9  P.  M.,  on  Jan.  28,  1914,  the  investigator  was  in  a 

saloon  on ^  Street.     He,  with  the  proprietor  and  several 

others,  was  discussing  the  conditions  in  a  notorious  saloon  on 
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--  Street.     One  of  the  men  said  that  this  place  was  bad 


enough  before  it  changed  hands,  but  since  the  new  man  had 
bought  the  saloon  out  it  had  been  worse.  It  is  reported  that 
the  young  colored  prostitutes  who  frequent  this  saloon  are 
expert  pickpockets  and  agree  to  do  the  lowest  acts  of  perversion 
in  order  to  rob  their  customers.  They  select  their  victims  from 
among  white  men.  This  man  further  declared  that  the  brewery 
owned  the  license  and  that,  no  doubt,  was  the  reason  this  dis- 
orderly saloon  was  allowed  to  run. 

The  proprietor  of  this  saloon  on  ^  Street  said  that 

the  breweries  owned  a  good  many  saloons — not  only  the  prop- 
erty, but  the  licenses  and  fixtures. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  some  time 
ago  a  policeman  ^  told  the  investigator  that  while  they  had 
received  orders  to  keep  the  colored  prostitutes  out  of  the  saloons 
it  was  only  done  a  couple  of  nights  and  now  there  are  large 
numbers  of  prostitutes  in  the  saloons  on  the  "Coast,"  standing 
at  the  bar  drinking  and  soliciting. 

About  12:30  A.  M.,  on  Jan.  3,  1914,  while  the  investigator 
was  in  a  certain  cafe  ^,  he  saw  a  policeman  look  over  the  screen 
in  the  window.  The  investigator  called  the  bartender's  atten- 
tion to  the  officer  and  he  said,  "Oh,  that's  all  right ;  I  know  what 
he  wants."  Soon  a  rap  came  on  the  side  door.  The  bartender 
went  to  the  door  and  talked  to  the  ofiiGer  a  minute  and  then 
returned  and  got  a  box  of  cigars.  The  investigator  saw  him 
pass  them  out  the  side  door.  When  he  came  back  he  said,  "It 
was  the  roundsman  and  a  couple  of  policemen."  At  this  same 
time  two  or  three  men  were  shaking  dice  for  money,  and  there 
was  $3  or  $4  in  silver  on  the  bar. 

Section  131  of  the  Police  Manual,  as  already  quoted,  provides 
that  the  patrolman  must  by  his  vigilance  render  it  extremely 
difficult  for  anyone  to  commit  a  crime  upon  his  post. 

While  the  investigator  was  in  a  cafe  on  ^  Street,  he 

saw  three  sailors,  an  elderly  man  in  a  drunken  stupor  at  a  table, 
and  another  individual  who  was  wildly  drunk  and  shouting  that 
he  had  been  robbed.  He  claimed  he  had  given  a  $10  bill  to  the 
waiter  for  a  round  of  drinks  and  had  received  no  change.  The 
investigator  had  seen  the  girl  who  was  with  him  whisper  to  the 
waiter.     After  a  while  the  waiters  threw  the  old  man  out,  but 
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he  soon  came  back  saying  that  he  had  been  robbed  and  demand- 
ing his  change.  His  hat  was  gone.  The  waiters  threw  him 
out  again. 

On  the  following  day  the  investigator  learned  that  two 
detectives  came  in  and  arrested  the  girl  and  another  prostitute 
for  robbing  the  man  the  day  before.  It  is  said  that  they  secured 
$65  in  all  from  this  man. 


That  the  poUce,  even  when  they  are  most  faithful 
in  the  suppression  of  vice,  often  encounter  the  gravest 
difficulties  in  obtaining  legal  evidence,  should  be  re- 
membered by  the  public ;  but,  after  all,  the  forces  of 
evil  are  timid  in  the  presence  of  an  honest  and  de- 
termined police  department,  and  when  it  is  known 
that  a  policy  of  tolerance  has  been  permanently  aban- 
doned, and  a  system  of  suppression  definitely,  sin- 
cerely and  finally  determined  upon,  the  battle  is  al- 
ready half  won.  *  *  *  If  the  citizens  of  Minne- 
apolis desire  a  continuation  of  the  present  policy  of 
suppression,  and  wish  to  make  it  as  effective  as  it 
may  become,  they  should  provide  for  permanent  as- 
sistance to  the  police,  through  organized,  though  un- 
official vigilance.  The  people  of  each  community  may 
continue  to  assist  the  police  in  seeking  out  disorderly 
houses. — Report  of  Minneapolis  Vice  Commission 
(191 1). 


POLICE  DISCIPLINE. 

Study  of  Record  of  Trials  of  Officers  by  the  Police  Commission- 
ers, August,  1912,  to  March,  1914. 

The  Committee  have  records  of  the  appearance  before  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  of  ofificers  on  163  complaints  or 
charges  and  of  two  officers  who  were  summoned  to  receive  com- 
mendation for  saving  life  while  on  duty. 

The  charges  against  the  officers  included  tardy  duty  calls, 
intoxication  while  in  uniform,  missing  duty  calls,  tardiness  at 
roll  call,  absence  from  post,  sleeping  on  duty,  neglect  of  duty, 
failure  to  report  for  duty,  assaults  on  citizens,  disobedience  of 
orders,  absence  without  leave,  defiance  of  superior  officers,  in 
saloons  instead  of  on  posts,  using  language  unbecoming  a  gen- 
tleman, intimidating  a  witness,  unnecessary  roughness  on  duty, 
failure  to  try  store  doors,  failure  to  report  fire  on  post,  failure  to 
pay  bills  when  ordered,  and  persecution. 

The  penalties  included  fines  of  from  one  to  twenty-four 
days'  pay,  reprimands  by  the  Chief,  suspensions  with  loss  of 
pay  during  the  time,  warnings  of  dismissal  on  recurrence  of 
charges,  and  dismissal  from  the  Department. 

Of  all  charges,  the  largest  number  were  for  tardy  duty  calls, 
various  neglects  of  duty  or  infraction  of  rules,  and  intoxication 
while  in  uniform.  Several  charges  of  tardiness  with  duty  calls 
were  dismissed,  the  accused  claiming  or  proving  that  at  the  time 
the  calls  should  have  been  made  they  were  chasing  suspicious 
characters,  extinguishing  fires,  or  assisting  citizens  to  their 
homes. 

At  the  Board  meeting  on  -Vug.  8,  1912,  the  Chief  of  Police 
was  ordered  to  direct  Captains  to  enforce  strictly  the  Traffic 
Rules,  the  Captains  to  be  held  responsible  for  failures,  and  "too 
much  laxity"  was  asserted. 

At  the  meeting-  on  Oct.  1,  1*^12,  the  Board  directed  the 
Captains  to.  eradicate  every  bit  of  vice.  Each  Captain  asserted 
that  his  precinct  was  "clean."  The  President  of  the  Board  stated 
that  from  the  reports  made  by  the  Captains,  "one  would  have  to 
take  it  that  some  of  the  recent  reports  about  conditions  in  the 
city  are  a  bit  colored." 
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Analysis  of  the  Records. 

An  analysis  of  the  records  shows  that  there  were  forty- 
seven  charges  of  tardy  duty  calls,  one  officer^  having  three  such 
charges  against  him,  and  eleven  others  two  each. 

There  Vere  nine  charges  of  intoxication  while  on  duty.  Two 
officers^  ^  had  two  such  charges  against  them.  They  were  sus- 
pended, and  had  a  maximum  fine  of  twenty-four  days'  pay 
imposed,  Avith  loss  of  pay  during  suspension.  Two  ofificers,  on 
single  charges,  were  dismissed  from  the  Department. 

There  were  twelve  charges  of  assaults  on  citizens,  two  offi- 
cers* ^  having  two  such  charges  against  them.  One  officer^  was 
dismissed  from  the  Department,  the  others  were  exonerated,  rep- 
rimanded, or  had  the  charges  dismissed.  In  the  case  of  offi- 
cers'^ ®,  charged  with  entering  a  house  and  beating  a  citizen,  the 
Board  adjourned  the  hearing  several  times,  and  finally  dismissed 
the  charges  on  the  failure  of  the  complainant  to  appear. 

Twenty  officers  were  charged  with  missing  duty  calls,  one 
of  them  twice.  Another^  had  been  charged  with  intoxication 
while  in  uniform  and  with  assaulting  a  citizen,  and  was  dis- 
missed from  the  Department. 

Seventeen  officers  were  heard  on  charges  of  being  off  their 
posts;  seven  for  various  neglects  of  duty;  four  for  using  lan- 
guage unbecoming  a  gentleman ;  four  for  failure  to  try  store 
doors  (one  unlocked  store  was  robbed)  ;  eight  for  failure  to  send 
in  duty  calls ;  three  for  sleeping  on  duty ;  eight  for  dereliction 
of  duty;  four  for  disobedience  of  orders;  three  for  tardiness  at 
roll  call,  one  of  whom^'^'  had  been  so  charged  eleven  times  in 
seventeen  months ;  and  twenty-four  for  various  infractions  of 
rules. 

No  Charges  Regarding  Prostitution. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  in  all  of  this  record  not  a  single  com- 
plaint was  entered  against  an  officer  for  failure  to  do  his  duty 
regarding  prostitution,  such  as  reporting  disorderly  houses,  so- 
licitations on  the  streets,  in  saloons,  railroad  stations,  etc.,  and 
flagrant  immoral  practices  in  pleasure  parks. 

While  the  concensus  of  unprejudiced  opinion  is  that  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  police  force  stand  ready  to  undertake  the 
suppression  of  the  social  evil,  under  the  rules  of  the  Department, 
it  is  believed  that  they  hesitate  to  do  so  because  of  fear  that 
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they  may  lose  their  positions  or  be  otherwise  punished  through 
the  influence  of  "men  higher  up." 

Alleged  Frame-Ups. 
It  is  alleged  that  sometimes  through  means  of  a  "frame-up" 
worthy  members  of  the  force  have  been  made  to  suffer.    At  one 
of  the  meetings  in  connection  with  the  preparation  of  this  report, 
a  distinguished  citizen^  related  the  following  incidents : 

Complaint  had  been  made  on  the  street  to  an  officer 
that  a  house  of  objectionable  character  should  be  sup- 
pressed, and  the  officer,  knowing  the  situation,  spoke  to  the 
proprietor  as  a  warning.  Later,  while  on  duty  near  a  well- 
known  saloon,  the  officer  heard  cries  of  "Murder !"  "Help !" 
and  saw  running  toward  him  a  man  whose  face  appeared  to 
be  bleeding.  The  man  said,  "Hurry  up,  officer,  they're  try- 
ing to  kill  a  man  in  there." 

The  officer  immediately  entered  the  saloon  to  make  an 
investigation,  and  was  followed  within  a  minute  or  two  by 
his  superior,  who  said  to  him,  "What  are  you  doing  here? 
I  have  understood  it  is  your  custom  to  come  here  to  get  your 
morning  drink."  The  bartender  then  added:  "Yes,  officer, 
this  man  comes  in  here  for  a  free  drink  every  morning,  and 
we're  getting  tired  of  it."  Within  a  short  time  after  this 
occurrence  the  subordinate  officer,  who  had  an  unusually 
clean  record,  suffered  a  fine  of  several  days'  pay  for  a  trivial 
offense. 

The  second  instance  is  to  the  effect  that  a  citizen  of 
prominence  went  to  a  Police  Captain,  complained  of  a  cer- 
tain building,  and  asked  why  it  was  not  raided  as,  he  alleged, 
it  was  a  well-known  place  of  immorality.  The  Captain  res- 
ponded that  he  knew  the  place  should  be  raided  and  closed, 
but  that  some  of  the  people  "higher  up"  would  not  permit  it. 
He  added :  "If  you  are  willing  to  stand  back  of  me  I'll  make 
the  raid." 

The  Captain  was  as  good  as  his  word,  but  the  morning 
after  the  raid  he  was  summoned  to  the  City  Hall  by  one  of 
the  city  officials  who  swore  at  him  and  said :  "If  you  ever 
do  that  again  I'll  strip  your  buttons  off."  One  of  the  men 
who  aided  in  the  raid  was  subsequently  disciplined  through 
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the  means  of  a  "frame-up,"  there  being  no  doubt  that  his 
participation  in  the  raid  was  the  direct  cause  of  his  being  led 
into  a  pre-arranged  trap. 

Tribute  to  Chief  Corbitt.  • 

The  following  peroration  in  the  address  of  Key.  Father  Poels 
at  the  funeral  of  the  late  Chief  of  Police  Corbitt,  as  reported  in 
the  Newark  Evening  News,  in  its  issue  of  June  2,  1913,  is  sig- 
nificant in  this  connection : 

"The  chief  was  a  public  official,  and  while  I  do  not  want 
to  discourse  on  his  public  liie,  I  will  say  that  his  record  is  an 
.  open  book,  so  that  'he  who  runs  may  read,'  and  an  examina- 
tion of  that  record  will  show  very  little  to  criticise,  but  much, 
very  much,  for  emulation.  If  he  ever  failed  in  his  duties,  it 
was  because  there  were  other  secret  forces  holding  him  from 
doing  his  full  duty  as  he  saw  it." 

As  an  evidence  of  the  local  awakening  of  the  "new  con-, 
science,"  it  is  to  be  noted  that  on  July  16,  1914,  Chief  of  Police 
Long  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  that 
the  names  of  two  detectives  and  two  patrolmen  be  placed  on  the 
meritorious  record  for  work  done  in  arresting  alleged  disorderly 
house-keepers. 


Summary  and  Tables 


The  report  of  an  investigation  by  Charles  P.  Neill, 
United  States  Commissioner  of  Labor,  in  1911,  thus 
enumerates  the  reasons  why  girls  go  wrong:  Unfor- 
tunate early  influence;  defective  mentality;  misplaced 
affection ;  lack  of  innocent  amusements ;  temptations 
lurking  in  the  dance  halls  and  the  cheap  theatre ;  lack 
of  proper  instruction  in  sex  physiology  and  hygiene; 
and  character  of  the  home,  including  neglect  of 
parents  and  crowding  in  tenements. 


SUMMARY   AND  TABLES   RELATIVE   TO 
PROFESSIONAL  PROSTITUTES. 

Histories  of  Professional  Prostitutes  Now  in  Newark. — The 

Committee  has  secured  the  histories  of  about  102  professionals 
who  are  engaged  in  the  business  of  prostitution  in  Newark, 
N.  J.  These  histories  are  not  all  complete,  but  enough  informa- 
tion has  been  secured  to  give  an  adequate  idea  as  to  the  sources 
of  their  supply.  The  woman  investigator  especially  assigned  to 
this  task  has  secured  similar  histories  in  different  cities.^ 

Birthplace  and  Nativity  of  Newark  Prostitutes. — The  num- 
ber of  histories  considered  is  102.  Of  this  number  ninety-three 
gave  their  birthplace  as  the  United  States  in  such  cities  as  Denver, 
Col.;  Washington,  D.  C. ;  South  Bend,  Ind. ;  Boston,  Mass.; 
Detroit,  Mich.;  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  New  York  City;  Dayton,  O. 
Fifty-six  said  they  were  born  in  New  Jersey  in  such  places  as 
Bloomfield,  Elizabeth,  Hoboken,  Harrison,  Irvington,  Jersey 
City,  Orange,  Paterson  and  Red  Bank.  Twenty-four  gave 
Newark,  N.  J.,  as  their  birthplace.- 

Reasons  Given  by  Prostitutes  for  Coming  to  Newark. — 
Seventy-nine  of  these  prostitutes  gave  definite  reasons  for 
coming  to  Newark,  such  as  to  work ;  to  meet  a  man  friend ;  ran 
away  with  a  man;  left  her  husband;  ran  away  from  home;  and 
for  the  purpose  of  entering  life  of  prostitution.^ 

Age  of  Girl  When  First  Sexual  Offense  Was  Committed, 
Age  of  Entering  Life  of  Prostitution,  Present  Age,  and  Partner 
of  First  Offense. — The  highest  age  when  the  first  sexual  offense 
was  committed  by  the  eighty-three  girls  who  answered  the  ques- 
tions under  this  heading  was  thirty-four,  the  lowest  age  was 
fourteen,  the  average  twenty  and  five-tenths.  The  prevailing 
age  was  eighteen. 

The  highest  age  when  the  girl  entered  the  life  of  prostitution 
was  thirty-four,  the  lowest  sixteen,  the  average  twenty-one  and 
one-tenth.    The  prevailing  age  was  eighteen. 

The  highest  present  age  of  prostitutes  was  thirty-eight,  the 
lowest  eighteen,  the  average  twenty-three  and  seven-tenths.  The 
prevailing  age  was  twenty. 


^  See  "Commercialized  Prostitution  in  New  York  City,"  by  George  J. 
Kneeland,  The  Century  Company.  Ibid— Report  of  Social  Evil  Conditions 
in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Ibid — Report  of  Philadelphia  Vice  Commission,  etc.,  etc. 
'  For  complete  list,  see  Table  No.  1. 

^  For  complete  list,  see  Table  No.  2. 
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Eighty-eight  girls  gave  as  the  partner  of  their  first  sexual 
offense,  cousins,  lovers,  uncle,  boy  chum.  Thirty-two  said  he 
was  a  friend,  and  thirty-one  said  he  was  a  stranger.^ 


*For  complete  statement,  see  Table  No.  3. 

Wages  Received  in  Various  Occupations  Before  and  After 
Becoming  Prostitutes. — Seventy-six  prostitutes  gave  informa- 
tion on  this  subject.  Among  the  occupations  before  becoming 
prostitutes  were  factory  hands,  salesgirls,  stenographers  and 
domestics.    One  said  she  was  a  school  teacher. 

The  highest  weekly  salary  was  given  as  $20,  the  lowest  $5 
per  week.  The  average  was  $9.05.  Seven  factory  girls  received 
$12  per  week.  One  salesgirl  received  $6,  another  $7;  four 
received  $8;  two  received  $9,  and  one  received  $15. 

As  to  occupations  after  becoming  prostitutes,  eleven  worked 
in  factories,  sixteen  were  salesgirls,  fourteen  were  actresses,  or 
chorus  girls,  one  was  an  usher  in  a  Newark  theatre,  and  two 
were  domestics.^ 

Social  Relations  of  Prostitutes. — One  hundred  and  one 
prostitutes  indicated  their  present  social  relations.  Of  this 
number,  fifty-nine  are  single,  eighteen  are  living  with  husbands, 
eighteen  are  separated  from  their  husbands,  four  are  widows, 
and  one  is  divorced.  Twelve  of  these  single  women  said  they 
had  had  children.  Of  the  forty-two  who  had  been  married, 
thirty-four  reported  fifty-six  children.^ 

Earnings  From  Prostitution. — Seventy-three  women  gave 
their  highest  weekly  earnings  in  the  business  of  prostitution. 
Three  said  they  only  made  $10  per  week;  one,  $15;  one,  $18; 
seven,  $20;  twelve,  $25;  six,  $30;  eight,  $35;  thirteen,  $40; 
one,  $45;  nine,  $50;  one,  $60;  one,  $75;  four,  $100;  two,  $150. 
The  average  is  $38.50. 

A  few  comparisons  with  earnings  in  respectable  occupations 
will  suffice :  One-  girl,  receiving  $12  per  week  in  a  factory, 
says  she  earns  $25  in  prostitution;  a  salesgirl  earning  $7  per 
week  makes  $40  in  prostitution;  an  actress  receiving  $22  as  a 
chorus  girl  earns  $50  as  a  prostitute.^ 


^  For  complete  statement,  see  Table  No.  4.     "^  For  complete  statement, 
see  Table  No.  5. 

^  For  complete  statement,  see  Table  No.  6. 
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Reasons    Given    by    Prostitutes    For    Entering    Life. — The 

reasons  given  by  professionals  for  entering  upon  a  life  of  prosti- 
tution have  been  divided  under  three  heads,  namely :  Economic 
reasons,  in  connection  with  family  life,  in  connection  with  mar- 
ried life  and  personal  reasons. 

The  woman  investigator  was  very  adroit  in  securing  these 
statements.  She  established  confidential  relations  with  the 
prostitutes,  sat  with  them  in  saloons,  met  them  in  their  rooms, 
ate  with  them,  took  them  to  the  theatre,  in  fact  entered  into  their 
daily  lives,  was  sympathetic  and  friendly. 

The  Committee  feel  that  under  such  conditions  the  major- 
ity of  these  statements  approach  very  near  the  truth.  They 
sound  true. 

Personal    Habits   of    Prostitutes.      Use    of    Drugs,    Liquor. 

Disease. — Many  of  these  unfortunate  women  have  become  de- 
generate victims  of  the  drug  and  liquor  habits,  and  finally, 
inoculated  with  venereal  diseases.^ 

Investigator's  Estimate  of  Prostitutes'  Personal  Character- 
istics, Mental  and  Physical. — The  investigator  was  instructed  to 
note  in  particular  the  personal  characteristics  of  these  prosti- 
tutes from  their  mental  and  physical  standpoints.  These  esti- 
mates, as  made  by  one  who  for  years  has  mingled  with  women 
of  the  underworld,  are  interesting  and  suggestive.  She.  declares 
that  while  many  are  pretty  and  attractive  physically,  they  are 
ignorant,  foolish,  and  easily  led.  A  very  few  were  listed  as 
being  above  the  average,  apparently  bright  and  intelligent.^ 


^  For  summary  of  forty-three  cases,  see  Table  No.   9.     '^  For  complete 
statement,  see  Table  No.  10. 
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TABLE  No.  1. 
Table  Showing  Birthplace  and  Nativity  of  Prostitutes. 


United 

Colorado — 

Denver    

District  of  Columbia — 

Washington     

Indiana — 

Indianapolis    

South    Bend 

Kentucky 

Massachusetts — 

Boston     

Maryland — 

Cumberland 

Michigan — 

Detroit    

Lansing    

Montana — 

Montalk    

Ohio- 
Dayton    

Pennsylvania — 

Columbia    

Manayunk 

Philadelphia    

Scranton    

Tyson    

New  Jersey — 

Bloomfield 

Elizabeth    • 

Elizabethport    

Englewood    

Forest  Hill    

Hoboken    

Hackensack    

Harrison     2 

Irvington    1 


States. 

Jersey   City    1 

Lyndhurst    1 

Metuchen    1 

Mt.   Holly 1 

New  Brunswick 2 

Newark    24 

Nutley    2 

Orange    .' 3 

Perth  Amboy   2 

Paterson    1 

Red  Bank 2 

Railway    1 

Roseville    1 

South   Orange 1 

New  York — 

Brooklyn    3 

Bufifalo    1 

Canarsie 1 

Mamaroneck   1 

New  York  City 8 

Nyack 1 

"On  the  Hudson" 1 

Port  Jarvis    . , 1 

Rutherford 1 

Tarrytown   1 

Troy    1 

Total   for   United   States..  93 
Foreign. 

England    2 

Germany    5 

Russia   2 

Total  for  Foreign  Countries  9 
Grand  Total,   102. 


TABLE  No.  2. 
Reasons  Given  by  Prostitutes  for  Coming  to  Newark. 


To  work 19 

To  live 7 

To  live  with  sister 

To  live  with   friends 

To  live  with  married  sister.... 

To  live  with  a  friend 

To  meet  friend 

To  meet  man  friend 

"Business"   from    Paterson 

Visiting  sister    

Visit    

Visiting 2 

To  visit  friends 2 

With  parents    3 

With  friend    • 1 

With  husband    6 


With   family    5 

Ran  away  with  a  man 

Father  works  in  Newark. 

Came  with  a  woman 

To  teach  school   

To  earn  extra  money 

"Left  my  old  man" 

To  shop   

For  purposes  of  prostitution... 

To  act  in  burlesque  show 1 

Daily  to  work 

Ran  away  from  home 

When  married   

To  apply  for  work 

Total    79 


Summarj"  ^i^d  Tables 
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TABLE  No.  3. 

Age  of  Girl  When  First  Sexual  Offense  Was  Committed,  Age 

of  Entering  Life  of  Prostitution,  Present  Age, 

and  Partner  of  First  Offense, 


Years 

rirst 

Entering 

Present 

Sexual 

Life  ol: 

Age 

Offense 

Prostitution 

Age 

14 

3 

15 

1 

16 

8 

3 

17 

8 

6 

18 

10 

13 

2 

19 

0 

8 

4 

20 

6 

8 

16 

21 

5 

12 

7 

22 

3 

7 

7 

23 

5 

5 

12 

24 

1 

2 

7 

25 

9 

7 

2 

'    26 

6 

7 

7 

27 

1 

1 

4 

28 

8 

29 

1 

i 

7 

30 



1 

31 

1 

34 

1 

1 

38 

1 

Partner  of  First  OflEense 


Cousin  2 

Lover 7 

Kid  lover 1 

Friend  at  church  picnic  1 

Friend  32 

Stranger 31 

Some  man 2 

Sweetheart  2 

Acquaintance  1 

Uncle  1 

Boy  chum 1 

Schoolboy  friend 1 

Fellow  I  knew 1 

Fellow  I  was  engaged  to  1 
With  man  who  became 

my  husband 1 

Some  fellow 1 

None  given 2 

Total 88 


MISCELLANEOUS   CASES 


Too  long  to  remember. 

When  in  school. 

As  soon  as  I  could. 

Some  time  ago. 

Too  far  back  to  remember. 


Since  I  put  on  long  dresses. 

No  answer. 

Why? 

Off  and  on  for  seven  years. 

Years  ago,  three. 


Highest 34 

Lowest 16 

Average 20.5 

Mode 18 


Highest 34 

Lowest 16 

Average 21.1 

Mode 18 


Highest 38 

Lowest 18 

Average 23.7 

Mode 20 
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TABLE  No.  4.     . 

Wages    Received    in    Various    Occupations    Before    and    After 
Becoming  Prostitutes. 


No. 


1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 


Before  Becoming  Prostitutes 


Occupation 


Wages 


After  Becoming  Prostitutes 


Occupation 


Wages 


Public  Service 

Factory  

Sorter  in  factory. 

Silk  mill 

Casliier  in  store- 
Factory  

Lot  of  tilings 


Maid  in  hotel. 

Salesgirl  

Salesgirl  

Working  girl- 


Salesgirl  

Salesgirl 

School  teacher 

Stenographer  

Milliner  apprentice. 

Salesgirl  

Salesgirl :... 

Manicurist  

24  jEactory  (button) 

25  IPactorv  (candy) 

26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40^ 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 


In  jewelry  store 
In  jewelry  store 

Salesgirl  

Salesgirl  

Salesgirl  ...: — 

Ticket  seller,  mo  v.  picture 

Mill    (silk) 

Mill    (knitting) 


Factory  (box) 

Factory  — ' 

Salesgirl  

Stenographer 


$9.00 
13.00 
12.00 
15.00 

7.00 

7.00 


$4-$9 

$  8.00 

12.00 


9.00 

80  mo. 

1500 

6.00 

15.00 

10.00 


9.00 

"iLOO 

7.00 

7.00 

8.00 

10.00 

15.00 

12.00 

.$4^$io 

12.00 

8.00 

15.00 


Kept  woman 

With  insurance  company- 
Shoe  company 

Factory   


Factory 


Maid  in  hotel. 
Salesgirl  


Clerk  (shoestore) 

Actress  (moving  picture) . 

Salesgirl   

Salesgirl   

Salesgirl  - 

School  teacher 

Stenographer  

Milliner  apprentice 

Salesgirl   

Salesgirl 

Manieurest 

Factory  (button) 

Factory  (candy) 

Jewelry  store 

Jewelry  store 


$10.00 
* 

12.00 


f20  mo. 

$4-$9 


)  day 
7.00 
9.00 


Salesgirl 


Ticket  seller  (mo v.  pict're) 

Mill  (silk) 

Mill  (knitting) 

Actress  .•— 

Factory  (box) 

Factory   


Housework 


Domestic  

Factory  

Stenographer 

Factory  

Clerk 

Factory  

Factory  

Salesgirl  

Mill 

Demonstrator 


5.00 

$2(j  mo. 
$7-$12 


$12  00 
9.00 

*'"7!oo 

6.00 

7.50 

15.00 


Governess  . 
Salesgirl  .- 
Chorus  girl. 


Factory 


Factory 

Clerk  

Factory 


Salesgirl   

Mill   

Demonstrator 


80  mo. 

15.00 

6.0O 

15.00 

10.00 


9.00 
ILOO 
""^OO 

"io!oo 

15.00 
12.00 

22.00 

$4-$10 

12.00 

$35  mo. 


$7-$12 


12.00 
9.00 


6.00 
.  7.50 
15.00 
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TABLE  No.  4— (Continued) 


No. 


Before  Becoming  Prostitutes 


Occupation 


Wages 


After  Becoming  Prostitutes 


Occupation 


Wages 


52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
75 


Salesgirl  

Salesgirl  

Factory  

Factory  (button) 

Salesgirl 

Salesgirl  , 

Factory   (jewelry) : 

Cashier  (dry  goods  store) 
Usher  in  theatre 


7.00 
8.00 


12.00 

12.00 

9.00 

7.0U 

i2;oo 


7.00 


9.00 


Chorus  girl. 
Chorus  girl. 
Chorus  girl. 
Chorus  girl. 
Chorus  girl. 
Chorus  girl. 
Salesgirl  ... 
Salesgirl   ... 

Actress  

Actress  

Factory   


Salesgirl   

Actress  

Factory  (jewelry) 

Domestic  

Factory   : 

Painter  on  tapestry. 

Actress  

Actress  

Singer  (cabaret) 

Demonstrator  

Usher  in  theatre.! 


18.00 
25.00 
20.00 
20.00 
18.00 
20.00 
7.00 
8.00 
20.00 
22.00 
12.00 


7.00 
22.00 

12.00 
$20  mo. 
$10.00 
20.00 
20.00 
22.00 
75.00 
10.00 


*  Piece  Work. 
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Summary  of  Prostitutes  Engaged  in  Various  Occupations. 


Before  Becoming  Prostitutes. 

Public  Service 1 

Factory  14 

Mill  , 4 

Lots  of  things 1 

Cashier 2 

Working  girl 1 

Salesgirl 15 

School  teacher '. 1 

Milliner  1 

Stenographer  3 

Manicurist  1 

Jewelry  store 2 

Ticket  seller  (theatre) 1 

Oerk 1 

Demonstrator  1 

Usher  in  theatre 1 

Domestic 3 

Total 53 


After  Becoming  Prostitutes. 

Kept  woman... 1 

With  insurance  company 1 

Shoe  company 1 

Factory  11 

Salesgirl  16 

School  teacher 1 

Actress   7 

Stenographer 1 

Manicurist  1 

Milliner  apprentice 1 

Ticket  seller  (theatre) 1 

Mill 3 

Governess 1 

Chorus  girl 7 

Demonstrator   2 

Painter 1 

Singer  (cabaret) 1 

Usher  in  theatre 1 

Domestic  2 

Total : 60 


Summary  of  Wages  Received  by  Above  Women  Before 
Becoming  Prostitutes. 


Receiving  $5.00  per  week Domestic   3 


6.00 


7.00 
8.0O 


9.00 


10.00 

11.00 
12.00 
13.00 


15.00 
20.00 


jMilliner's  apprentice 1 

'  ISalesgirl  1 

[Salesgirl   4 

.^Cashier 2 

[Factory 1 

.   Salesgirl 4 

fSalesgirl 2 

(Factory  1 

^'Public   Service 1 

laerk  : 1 

[Usher 1 

) Salesgirl  ■*. 1 

^Cashier 1 

aerk  1 

Factory 7 

Factory   i 

fSalesgirl 1 

)  Factory  .;.  2 

1  Stenographer 2 

[Demonstrator  ....- 1 

School  teacher....- 1 


Number  of  cases,  40;  high,  .$20.00;  low,  $5.00;  average,  $9.05;  mode,  $9.50. 
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TABLE  No.  5. 
Social  Relations  of  Prostitutes. 


Living 

Separated 

Number 

No. 

Single 

With 

But  Not 

Widowed    Divorced 

of 

Husband 

Divorced 

I     . 

Children 

1 

1 



2 

1 



i 

3 

1 

j 

4 

1 

2 

5 

1 



6 

1 

7 

1 



8 

1 

i 

9 

i 

10 

1 

i 

11 

i 

j        ■ 

3 

12 

? 

1 

13 

1 

3 

14 

1 

15 

1 

! 

16 

1 

17 

1 

i 


18 

1 

2 

19 

1 

20 

1 

i 

21 

i 

......      !        1 

22 

i 

23 

1 

24 

1 

3 

25 

1 

26 

i     . 

....... 

i 

27 

1 

2 

28 

i 

2 

29 

1 

2 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

i 

3 

35 

...... 

*1 

36 

37 

3§ 

3§ 

40 

1 



41 

42 

2 

43 

1 

1 

44 

1 

t 

45 

..J... 

1 

2 

46 

1 

13 

47 

1 

1 

48 

i 

3 

49 

1 

1 

50 

1 

51 

1 

1 

52 

i 

1 
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TABLE  No.  5— (Continued) 


Living 

Separated 

Number 

No. 

Single 

With 
Husband 

But  Not 
Divorced 

Widowed 

Divorced 

of 
Children 

53 

1 

54 

1 



1 

55 

1 

66 

1 

i 

57 

i 



68 

i 

59 

1 

60 

1 

61 

1 

> 

62 

i 

§2 

63 

i 

1 

64 

i 

65 

1 

66 

1 



67 

1 



68 

1 

69 

1 

70 

1 

71 

1 

72 

1 

73 

i 

i 

74 

1 

1 

75 

1 

76 

1 

77 

1 

i 

78 

1 

1 

79 

1 

...... 

80 

1 

i 

81 

1 

2 

82 

1 

83 

1 

84 

1 

85 

1 

86 

1 

87 

1 

88 

1 

2 

89 

1 

90 

1 

*2 

91 

• 

1 

113 

92 



1 

1 

93 

1 

1 

94 

i 

95 

1 

96 

i 

97 

1 

1 

98 

1 

1 

99 

1 

1 

100 

1 

101 

1 

2 

*  Dead. .  t  Pregnant  twice,    t  Two  in  institutions.    §  One  dead,    ff  In  home. 
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TABLE  No.  5. 
Social  Relations  of  Prostitutes. 


RELATION 

Single  

Living  with  husband 

Separated,  but  not  married 

Widowed  

Divorced  

Total 


Per  Cent. 


Statement  of  Prostitutes  Regarding  Children. 

a.  Single  women— 

1  child  11      one  has  1  dead 

2  children  1      one  has  2  dead 

b.  Married  women  (includes  divorced,  separated  and  widows)— 

1  child  15 

2  children  8      two  have  2  dead 

3  children  7 

Of  fifty-eight  single  women  in  100  cases,  twelve  report  sixteen  ehil- 
dren;  no  statistics  on  forty-six  cases. 

Of  forty-two  married,  34  report  56  children;  no  statistics  on  eight 
cases. 
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TABLE  No.  6. 

Weekly  Earnings  of  Prostitutes  as  Compared  With  Earnings  in 
Other  Occupations  (Earned  at  the  Same  Time). 


No. 

Earnings 

from 

Prostitut'n 

Per  Week 

Earnings  in 
Other  Occupations 

Disposition  of  Earnings 

n 

?50.00 
35.00 
35.00 

t 
25.00 
25.00 
20.00 
50.00 
60.00 
t 

§  lO.OO 
10.00 

$25-$40 

$40.00 
40.00 
25.00 
20.00 
40.00 
25.00 

$3^25 

40.00 

40.00 

30.00 

20.00 

35.00 

25.00 

40.00 

20.00 

35.00 

15.00 

35.00 

10.00 

50.00 

n  30.00 
40.00 
20.00 
50.00 
30.00 
25.00 
18.00 
50.00 
25.00 
25.00 
30.00 
40.00 
30.00 
27.00 

$3-$25 
20.00 

Sends  money  home. 

2 
3 
4 

$10.00 
*      Shoe  factory. 

5 
6 

7 
8 

12.00    Factory. 

15.00    Factory. 
* 

9 
10 

11 

7.00 
20.00    per  month  and  board. 

n 

13 

14 

8.00    Salesgirl. 
12.00    Working  girl 

At  home— every  cent 
Sickly  mother. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 
20 
21 
7?. 

$80  mo.  School  teacher. 

15.00    Stenographer. 
Milliner's  apprentice.. 

15.00    Salesgirl  

All  at  home. 
Needs  it  for  clothes. 
Supports  two  children. 

?3 

lO.OO    Salesgirl 

24 

25 
26 

*      Button  factory. 
9.00    Candy  factory. 
Jewelry  store. 

27 
28 

11.00    Jewelry  store. 
7.00    Salesgirl  

29 

30 

31 

8.0O    Salesgirl 

Fivp  dollars  lioniG 

32 
33 

10.00    Ticket  seller. 

12.00    Knitting  mill    

Eight  dollars  home. 
^^alcp^  all   to  livp 

34 
35 

36 

22.00    Actress. 
$4-$10    Factory. 
12.00    Factory 

37 
38 

8.00    Salesgirl. 

39 

15.00    Stenographer 

I  need  it  all  for  clothes. 

40 

$35  mo.  Governess 

Sends  money  home. 
Helps  sister. 

To  husband. 

41 

Salesgirl  

42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47- 

$20.00    Chorus  girl. 
$20  mo.  Domestic. 
$7-$12    Factory. 

Factory. 

12.00    Factory. 

48 
49 
50 

*      Factory. 
6.00    Salesgirl. 
7.50    Mill. 
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TABLE  No.  6— (Continued) 


No. 

Earnings 

from 

Prostitut  n 

Earnings  in 
Other  Occupations 

Disposition  of  Earnings 

Per  Week 

51 

+ 

15.00 

Demonstrator. 

5? 

50.00 

15.00 

Actress 

Keeps  husband. 

53 

100.00 

25.00 

Actress. 

54 

100.00 

20.00 

Actress. 

55 

150.00 

20.00 

Actress. 

56 

75.00 

18.00 

Actress. 

57 

40.00 

7.00 

Salesgirl      

All  for  board 

58 

50.00 

8.00 

Salesgirl  

Six  dollars  for  board. 

59 

45.00 

20.00 

Actress  (pony). 

60 

150.00 

22.00 

Actress. 

61 

30.00 

12.00 

Factory. 

62 

40.00 

12.00 

Factory 

Five  dollars  for  board. 

68 

20.00 

9.00 

Salesgirl  

Supports  baby. 
Gives  all  at  home. 

64 

50.00 

7.00 

Salesgirl  

65 

100.00 

22.00 

Actress. 

66 

40.00 

12.00 

Factory. 

76 

35.00 

$20  mo 

Domestic. 

68 

35.00 

10.00 

Factory. 

69 

50.00 

20.00 

Actress. 

70 

35.00 

22.00 

Actress. 

71 

100.00 

75.00 

Singer. 

72 

40.00 

10.00 

Demonstrator. 

73 

25.00 

9.00 

Usher  in  theatre. 

*  Piece  work,    t  "Large  sums."    J  "All  kinds."    §  "Just  for  extras." 
llLast  week. 


Weekly  Earnings  From  Prostitution. 

High— $10.00— 3,  $15.00—1,  $18.00—1,  $20.00—7,  $25.00—12,  $30.00—6,  $35.00^8, 
$40.00—13,  $45.00—1,  $50.00—9,  $60.00—1,  $75.00—1,  $100.00—4,  $150.00—2. 
Lowest— $3.00— 2,  $4.00—1,  $10.00—1,  $25.00—1. 
Total— 74  cases. 

Highest,  $150.00;  lowest.  $3.00;  mode,  $40.00;  average,  $38.58. 


166        Social  Evil  Conditions  in  Newark,  N.  J. 

TABLE  No.  7. 

Investigator's  Estimate  of  Prostitutes'  Personal  Characteristics, 
Mental,  Physical,  Etc. 


No. 
of 

Cases 


10 
11 
12 
13 

14 
15 

16 
17 

18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 

34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
■45 
46 


MENTAL 


Above  average 

Low  ideas,  admits  all  forms  of 
perversion. 

Pervert  from  choice 

-Frivolous. 

Pervert. 

Pretty,    but    ignorant,    easily 
led,  admits  perversion. 


Perversion  for  safety- 
Bright  girl. 
Ignorant. 


Very    much    above    average- 
school  teacher. 
Rank  pervert. 
Pervert  from  choice. 
Admits  perversion. 
Admits  perversion  for  safety. 


Low  ideas 

Not  very  bright. 

Pervert. 

Growing  hardened  through  cir 

cumstances. 
Rough  and  vulgar. 
Ignorant  and  foolish. 
Pervert. 

Above  average 

Very  tough. 

Low  type— pervert. 

Vain,  hardened,  ignorant. 

Pervert — going  down  fast. 

Pervert  from  choice — going  a 

rapid  pace. 

Well  educated 

Vain  and  foolish. 


PHYSICAL 


Exceptionally  bright. 
Pervert,  easily  led. 
Very  low  type. 
Seems  contended  with  life. 


Above  the  average- 
Ignorant. 
Ignorant. 

lEasily  led. 


Neat  looking. 

Very  pretty,  but  tough. 

Plash  ily  dressed,  bold. 
Uncleanly  in  dress,  very  common. 


Rather  pretty,  very  bold. 
Very  pretty,  innocent. 


Very  pretty. 


Very  handsome. 

Good  looking,  neatly  dressed. 


Very  pretty. 


Well  dressed. 

Above  average  in  appearance. 


Well  dressed  and  very  pretty. 
Good  looking. 


Very  pretty. 
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TABLE  No.  7— (Continued) 

No. 

of 

MENTAL 

PHYSICAL 

Cases 

47 

Untruthful,  hardened  to  life 

Dirty. 

48 

Gomg  down  hill  rapidly. 

49 

Ignorant;  pervert  from  choice. 

60 

Not  bright 

Pretty. 

51 

Very  pretty. 

52 

Pervert— low  type. 

53 

Pervert— low  type. 

54 

Pervert— low  type. 

55 

Pervert— low  type,  mercenary. 

56 

Pervert— low  type. 

57 

Ignorant. 

58 

Pretty. 
Very  pretty. 

59 

60 

Would  be  a  good  girl  if  she  met 

a  good  man. 

61 

Very  easily  led. 

62 

Above  average. 

63 

Would  not  suspect  her  of  being 
sporty. 

64 

Easily  led 

Very  pretty. 

65 

Very  tough— pervert. 

66 

Very  pretty  and  quiet. 

67 

Vain,  foolish,  sliding  down  hill 

quickly. 

68 

Would  be  a  good  woman  under 
different  circumstances. 

69 

Pervert  from  choice. 

70 

Pervert. 

71 

Foolish  and  easily  led,  ignorant. 

72 

Bold,  just  starting  to  be  a  pro- 
fessional. 
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Recapitulation . 

Total  number  of  reports  or  investigations  on  fur-  fAugust  39 

nished  room  houses,  hotels,  parlor  houses,  apart-  -I  December    212 

ments  and  saloons [January      202 

—  453 
Total  number  of  resorts  of  all  kinds  investigated  fAugust  35 

at  different  addresses -{December    105 

[January      121 

^*-26I 

Total  number  of  unescorted  women  counted  in  above  fAugust  80 

places -{December    418 

[January      235 


-t733 


Total  number  of  escorted  women  counted  in — 

6  saloons  in  fAugust  38 

28  saloons  in  -{December    497 
20  saloons  in  [January      142 

1677 

Total  number  of  prostitutes  who  solicited  investiga- 
tors to  go  to  various  resorts  for  immoral  pur- 
poses in 7  saloons  in  fAugust  7 

14  saloons  in  -{December     55 
8  saloons  in  [January        22 

—  84 
Total  number  of  women,  believed  to  be  prostitutes,  fAugust          21 

counted  at  different  times  on  the  streets  in  vari-  ■{  December    193 
ous  localities [January        89 

—  303 
Total    number    of    street    walkers    who    actually  fAugust            7 

solicited   the   investigators   for    immoral    pur-  -{December     90 
poses [January        17 


114 


Thirty-nine  duplicates. 
•  Some  of  these  are  duplicates. 
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